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Article 5 parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities (Unicef). Governments have a requirement to ensure there is support for parents to understand the rights of their child. 
· The Reggio Approach (2005) framework allows for parents to be part of the structure to their child’s development, the approach gives opportunity for the practitioner to get an understanding of the parents’ unique viewpoint of their own child and support the child’s learning. The child is the centre of this approach and demonstrates good practice of working together. 
· Care Inspectorate Wales. National Minimum Standards (2016a). Requirements for Standard 6 states staff are to work in partnership with parents, ensuring they update parents on their child’s progress and work together to meet the needs of the child.   Embedding this practice will support with building effective relationships and opportunities to support parents. 
· General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) (2018) organisations are required to state how they share information and how this is stored. Parents should be made aware of why information is required and what it is used for. Parents should be asked to provide consent for information to be shared with other professionals for the best interest of their child. 
· Childcare Act 2006, Guidance to Local Authorities (LA), which ensures there are enough childcare places and supports quality of provision. The LA guidance sets out the requirements to provide family information support programmes and information for parents.  Family Information Service provide advice on services available for families, children and registered childcare. 

Article 3 best interests of the child (Unicef). Practitioners working with children can support children’s best interests by planning and providing play opportunities in a safe environment.
· Care Inspectorate Wales, National Minimum Standards (2016) Standard 4, Meeting Individual Needs, requires the registered person to ensure practitioners assess the needs of children in their care and have the skills and experience to plan for the individual needs of the child. 
· Early Years Outcomes Framework (2015) sets out the outcomes Wales aim to achieve for all children and for organisations to work together to improve outcomes and for all children to ensure they feel safe, are cared and supported for, are resilient , capable and coping, healthy, learn and develop and not living in poverty. The framework has due regard for the UNCRC articles. 
· Observation and planning for play opportunities will enable practitioners working with children to identify the needs of individual children supporting the child’s best interests. Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being (SSTEW) Scale for 2-5-year olds is an assessment tool for practitioners, it supports child centred intervention thinking for the adult supporting children’s learning and development. 
· All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008), principles are to ensure the best outcome for children.  Children should be living in a safe environment, safe from harm and given the best start in live and have opportunities to education and learning. Organisations must ensure they have Safeguarding policies, procedures in place and access to statutory training. (Children in Wales). 

The intention of this paper is for practitioners to consider the importance of the voice of the child when supporting a child with their development.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (1989) is an international agreement, to ensure all children and young people 0-18 are protected. The agreement sets out legal requirements; Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural rights to protect all children and young people.  There are 54 articles in the agreement, 1- 41 discuss how children and young people should be treated and their rights. The other 13 articles discuss how governments, professional and adults must work together. (UNICEF).
Welsh Government made the UNCRC law in Wales in 2011. According to the Rights of the Children and Young People, Wales Measure (2011) ministers have a duty to ensure they consider the articles with due regard to legislation. 



														

To bring this paper to a conclusion, organisation’s and practitioners working with children should understand the UNCRC (2011) Rights of the Child and gain sound knowledge of Welsh Government’s legislation and policies. This will support their practice, in supporting a child’s development and providing quality learning opportunity in a safe environment, with the child being in the centre, ensuring they work in partnership with parents and other professionals. 
Article 29 goals of education (Unicef). Organisations have a duty to support children in reaching their full potential.       
· Practitioners are key in supporting children’s learning. According to Piaget’s theory children are active agents in their learning and practitioners are there to create a suitable environment, all children construct their own unique view of the world, irrespective of culture.  A. D Nurse (2007). Understanding the Reggio Approach (2005a). 
· Curriculum for Wales (2005) Foundation Phase framework sets out seven core aims which ensure ‘all children are listened to, treated with respect and able to have their race and cultural identity recognised’. Welsh Government’s commitment is to ensure quality of the education system, this is set out in their Building a Brighter Future: Early Years and Childcare Plan (2013). The 10-year plan aims all children have a flying start in an enriched learning and play environment. 
· The new Curriculum for Wales 2022 has 4 core purposes which embed the UNCRC rights of a child.  The aim of the changes to the curriculum is the approach to support the child’s learning experiences and all children enjoy learning. There will be 6 areas of learning experiences, the way children will learn will include skills and experience, as well as knowledge.   The learning experiences will support children reaching their full potential and ensuring the UNCRC of the child are embed in practice.  
· Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Act (2018) will be implemented in a phased approach from September 2021. The aim of the act is to deliver a fully inclusive education system for all learners in Wales. Embedding a Person-Centred Approach to ensure learners, parents and carers are equal partners and to increase their participation with their learning.  Organisations will be required to plan and offer training to practitioners in readiness for the implementation of the ALN act. 



Article 6 life, survival and development (Unicef). All children have the right to life and to grow up healthy. 
· The Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act (2015) states 7 well-being goals, one of the goals is with the aim to be a healthier Wales.  Welsh Government (WG) are committed to implementing policies to support this act for children and young people. Early Years Outcome Framework (2015a) supports WG’s commitment with the framework ensuring it allows for children to be listened to and ensuring children are supported with well-being, happy and thriving.
· Healthy Child’s Wales Programme (2016).  This is a universal programme across Wales to assess a children’s development and health needs. Monitoring of a child’s development can identify support and the programme also offers parents’ support and guidance to enhance their child’s development and health needs. Practitioners, when working with professionals from health, may use the measures to identify how they can best support children with their development and health needs. 
· Safeguarding policies and procedures must be embedded in practice to ensure children are safe and their needs are being met. Organisations are responsible for ensuring confidentially and sharing of information in line with General Data Protection Regulations (2018a) requirements are in place, such as parents’ consent to share information.  Data sharing protocols are essential to support organisations and professionals working with a child in sharing information to identify support and interventions, in the best interest of and rights of the child.
· Care Inspectorate Wales, National Minimum Standards (2016b) standards 8-12, under Quality of Care, states practitioners should be aware of the UNCRC on the rights for the child, providing a nurturing environment, promotion of the welfare of the child, meeting their health needs and supporting the child’s development. 
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