Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection

I have recently completed my first Professional Teaching Experience (PTE) where I was required to read a Welsh story to a group of children from either the Foundation Phase or Key Stage 2. I decided to read my story to a group of children from a Year 3 class as part of their development of the Welsh language through the Foundation Phase. For this task, I chose the story ‘Yn y Siop’ as it suited the levels of Welsh reading for the pupils in this class and allowed me to understand their knowledge of the Welsh language whilst supporting them in areas they may have been unfamiliar with. The intention of this task was to focus the children’s interest in the book and to engage them effectively with questions and discussion regarding the book. When I read in Welsh and engaged with these pupils it is very important that the children ‘respond by asking questions and offering comments’ (Welsh Government, 2015). Taking part in activities such as this Welsh reading task was important as it improved the children’s knowledge of both their first and second language. ‘Progress in the native language aided children in learning English because it strengthened literacy skills which easily transferred to operating in the second language’ (Baker, 2011, p.260).


https://youtu.be/Y6jiZZb6Nrw


As part this task I worked with a group of pupils in a Welsh reading task. I had high confidence in my ability to deliver this book and secure their understanding of the literature. I felt that throughout the reading of this book, I had a sound engagement with all 10 pupils who took part. All pupils participated by attempting to answer any questions asked which was an extremely pleasing aspect from my perspective. I worked effectively on a reward system which enabled pupils to gain praise for their contribution to discussion during the reading of the Welsh story. This links in closely with the Operant Conditioning learning theory which looks at how ‘learning occurs through rewards and punishments for behavior’ (Saul McLeod, 2018). On reflection, the book I chose was too simple and when analyzing my work, it probably would have been more beneficial if the chosen book was to a higher level which would have been more challenging for the children   

 Looking back at the effectiveness of the reading exercise there are both positive and negative aspects of the experience which I would look to improve on in future. 
From a positive perspective, the sound engagement with the pupils from the beginning of the task until the end where they ‘used information from the text in their discussion or writing’ (Welsh Government, 2014) and ‘most pupils develop good skills in Welsh throughout the school’ (Estyn, 2014) which shows that the encouragement of the Welsh language through activities such as this is beneficial to pupils. This enabled me to activate their knowledge and continually ask questions which would show me if they had interacted well with not only the book but also with my reading. 
Another positive from the reading of the book was my ability to present the book and read effectively whilst ensuring the children could see the text and images within the book. This would benefit them as they could interpret the images in their own ways if they didn’t understand what had been read to them. 

On the other hand, there were also some disappointing aspects to the experience which I must look to significantly improve on in future. From my perspective one of the main disappointing elements was my tone of voice. By thoroughly analyzing my presentation of the book, I feel that I did not vary my tone of voice sufficiently enough to provide the pupils with a thorough understanding of the different emotions present in the reading of this book. 
Another area of improvement from my experience was the more effective use of visual aids. An example of this would be the use of real-life objects such as apples which would relate to the story within the book. By using these real-life objects, it would assist the children with their understanding of the book. Links can be made between each part of the book using these objects and ideas to reinforce the children’s’ thoughts about the book ‘Yn y Siop’.

In the future, if participating in an activity such as this reading task I would aim to keep some of the aspects unchanged. For example, I would seek to maintain the engagement with pupils along with their ability to ask questions regarding the task. This provides pupils with the opportunity to feedback with their own opinions and views on what has occurred within the book. I feel that the causes of this lack of variation in my tone of voice would be my inexperience of professional teaching experience and along with this, I must develop the confidence to express emotions from a story book in Welsh with a variety of different expressions and changes in my tone of voice.

I will also aim to keep my presentation skills the same by ensuring I am holding the book in a respectable position which allows both myself and the pupils to have the best opportunity possible to read the book effectively. 
Finally, ensuring the provision of Welsh for pupils in school is kept to a sufficient standard means that all pupils should have the opportunity to use as much Welsh as possible. By continually reading stories in Welsh and looking to improve on my own ability to read in Welsh is very important to the development of the children. Seeing ‘to what extent planning helps provide purposeful opportunities for pupils to use the Welsh language’ (Estyn, 2017) is also vital as it allows me to plan my future teaching opportunities of the Welsh language thoroughly and effectively. 

An important part of this activity would be to ensure that I analyse where I can make improvements to my work and change what I have done in terms of the disappointing elements of this reading task. 
It is extremely important that I find solutions to these disappointing issues. In relation to my improvement of tone of voice, one solution would be to gain further experience outside professional teaching experience with a variety of different age groups in school. This will allow me to learn how important variation in tone of voice is as different pupils will react differently to a certain tone of voice. These variations of tone of voice are more prominent when reading a story to pupils as they will have a better understanding of the story if the variations in tone of voice are suited to what is being said in the book. 

Following this experience, I will look to improve on all disappointing aspects to ensure that any future Welsh reading tasks I take part in are completed to a standard that both myself and the pupils will find beneficial. Practicing my delivery of speech in Welsh reading is an area that I can focus closely on in future experiences as it is vital for successful delivery of reading in Welsh so that the children in the group have the full understanding of what is being read to them. Encouraging the use of Welsh is pivotal in primary schools and I will look to continue this in the future by leading more sessions where the children listen and read Welsh books. Having the willingness to learn links with Bandura’s theory of social learning where he tells us that ‘children learn through observing others and explains human behavior in terms of continuous reciprocal interaction between cognitive, behavioral and environmental influences’ (Bandura, 1977).
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will look to gain future experience in schools which will allow me to eventually improve my ability to read confidently in Welsh to a group of children whilst also gaining confidence in my expressions and ability to use different materials along with my voice to my advantage when presenting a story to pupils in Welsh. 









Reference List

Baker, C (2011). Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism. (5th ed.) Page 260. 

Bandura, A. No Date. Learning Theories. [Online]. [6 May 2019]. Available from: https://www.learning-theories.com/social-learning-theory-bandura.html

Estyn. 2014. School Report. [Online]. Page 5. [4 May 2019]. Available from: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/Inspection%20report%20St%20Thomas%20Community%20Primary%20School%202014%20%28English%20only%29.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf.pdf

Estyn. 2017. Supplementary Guidance - Welsh. [Online]. Page 5. [4 May 2019]. Available from: https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/102185/mod_resource/content/0/Supplementary%20guidance%20-%20Welsh%20en.pdf

McLeod, S. Simply psychology. 2018. Skinner - Operant Conditioning. [Online]. [4 May 2019]. Available from: https://www.simplypsychology.org/operant-conditioning.html

Welsh government. 2014. National Literacy and Numeracy Framework. [Online]. [6 May 2019]. Available from: https://learning.gov.wales/resources/browse-all/nlnf/framework?component=literacy&year=6938356_2&selectedYear=col_9&lang=en

Welsh government. 2015. Welsh second language in the National Curriculum for Wales. [Online]. Page 11. [4 May 2019]. Available from: https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150707-welsh-second-language-en-v2.pdf









[

hoe ety ot s s e P e e
St s s o i o
et it e
i e s e o ey o
bt i S e




