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Diagnosis of Dyslexia.

Diagnosing dyslexia is different from other types of assessments. The
assessment would be carried out by an educational psychologist as
Kirby (2020) explains they will be covering all the areas of the child’s
development to see where the child strengths and weakness are and
to see what support suits their needs. There will be multiply
assessments the child will undertake as Elliott and Grigorenko (2014)
explain, these assessments cover the child’s development such as,
their reading and writing abilities, this shows how well they spell, their
writing speed on copying text thus, showing any errors or mistakes. In
addition, Adlof and Hogan (2018) agree explaining the assessment
also analyses the child's memory as they would be tested on
remembering sequences of numbers, words, and sentences. This
would show if the child made any mistakes or is unable to complete
sequences and sentences.

However, diagnosing dyslexia is not as easy as it seems as Rello et
al. (2016) explains, dyslexia is different for everyone as they may
display different or not show any signs of dyslexia making it difficult to
spot and could change overtime. In addition, Martins et al. (2016)
agree explaining, since dyslexia is not obvious as everyone is
different, children tend to diagnose later as a young person or in
adulthood causing more challenges in their learning and work
environment.
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Barriers.

Children who have dyslexia will be facing barriers that may impact on
their educational learning if not proved with the right support (Jacobs et
al., 2020). Dyslexia children may be held back on their education which
will have an impact as Deacon, Macdonald and Donaghue (2020)
explain, telling a child they are unable to do certain tasks or deeming
them lazy will impact their mental health, thus forming a fixed mindset
where this will have an impact on their self-worth and education. Caskey
(2020) concurs explaining, dyslexic students with a fixed mindset will
have a lot of self-doubt of them ever believing they cannot improve on
their skills or being successful in life. This also impacts their learning, as
they will not challenge themselves as they believe they cannot do it and
stick to their basic skills and knowledge. Late diagnosis of dyslexia is a
huge issue as BBC (2019) explains in this 2019 article, it is reported that
80% of schools are failing to diagnose children with dyslexia thus
impacting on children not being provided with the right support and
struggling throughout their young lives and adulthood.

Strategies.

One of these learning strategies could be multi-sensory learning as Kelly
and Phillips (2016) explain, multi-sensory is a variety of different
activities which involves the use of visual, auditory and kinesthetics
which supports the child’s memory, literacy and language. Similarly, Mills
(2018) discusses this strategy is different as it will be using different
resources and materials the child is interest in to help build on their
muscle memory and heighten their attendance span as they will be using
their hands-on experiences during activities.

However, there is a disadvantage to this strategy as Zikos et al. (2016)
states, this type of strategy requires practitioners to have extensive
training to manage it within the setting, which will require additional
costing and also their needs to be a collection of resources and material
to meet the needs of the multisensory approach.
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