
Goal for the next two days: 

To help you complete a draft research proposal


Morning 9:30 pm

· Look at the Dissertation handbook and in particular the ‘Research Proposal’ assessment. 

· Examine previous full student proposals

· Look at posters completed by final year students after they have submitted their dissertations.

· Choosing a research topic


Lunch 12pm


Afternoon 1pm


· Choosing a methodology – quantitative or qualitative?

· Research methods I – Tools we need to collect data

· Steps we need to take to complete our dissertations

· Consider ethical practice in research and take a look at the ethics form

· Role play supervisor and student (if time)


Finish at about 3pm



Tomorrow morning

Finish your draft proposals presentations in D3 as an A4 sheet

Tomorrow afternoon

Showcase your proposals and opportunity to go and talk to any of the staff about your proposal


Pre-induction week
Preparing for SBUS6108 - Dissertation


Tasks for the two days:

Day 1
Task 1: Examine previous students research proposals
Task 2: Choosing a dissertation topic and research question to research
Task 3: Deciding between quantitative and qualitative research
Task 4: Discussing what data you need to collect to answer your research questions
Task 5: Identifying ways you might collect the data
Task 6: Discussing ethics in research and considering ethics for your proposals


Day 2
Task 7: Creating a single A4 research proposal presentation
Task 8: Discuss your proposal with peers and tutors





Before you begin today’s tasks you need to identify yourself as either a pair or small group (no larger than 4).  Most of the tasks are based around you developing your own research ideas, which you will have to do on your own.  However today, refining these ideas and making decisions about the best way to do the research should be a collaborative effort, where the group helps everyone with their own personal task.  So as a group, where appropriate, undertake the task by discussing at each persons proposals one at a time.  (Groups of 4 or more mind find this more of a challenge)



Task 1: Examine previous students research proposals


You will have been given three previous full research proposals.  In your small groups address the following:


1. What is the field in which the study lies? e.g. HRM
2. Are there any concepts that underlie the study, e.g. Leadership?
3. What questions does the proposal seek to address
4. Does the discussion of the literature clearly lead to these questions as a gap to be researched?
5. Why is the research worth doing? Is it topical, interesting, controversial, applied in a new context, of help to the students professional development etc.?
6. What would you changed or added more of?


During the break

Put up the posters of this year’s dissertations together and have look at them together.  

What questions do you find yourself asking?
Note four or five of these questions you have 
Feedback to discussion


***


Task 2: Choosing a dissertation topic and research question to research


Your tutor will talk to you about choosing a research topic.  Read the research proposal template and in the template area at the bottom. Consider:

1. What might be your initial research field?
2. What particularly in that field do you find interesting and why?
3. Try to list a few tentative questions that you might research (Important for next task)
4. From these try to draft your first ‘research proposal title’
5. Share your ideas with someone else and get feedback
6. Feedback to a general discussion


***


Task 3: Deciding between quantitative and qualitative research

Your tutor will give you an introduction to the different research paradigms.

Using the title and in particular questions that you tentatively came up with on the previous task.  Does your research suggest that it might be qualitative or quantitative?

Once you have selected one address the following questions:

1. Why have you chosen this particular approach?
2. What does the other approach offer that this one does not?
3. Note down for yourself your justification

Note: If you get stuck.  Have a look back at the proposals you used earlier or go back and look at the posters.


***


Task 4: Discussing what data you need to collect to answer your research questions

Now that you have initially considered one of the two possible approaches to researching – quantitative or qualitative.  Consider where you would get primary data to answer your research questions.  Try to address the following in your groups fro each of you:

1. Where or who would you need to go to, to get your data?



***




Task 5: Identifying ways you might collect the data

1. How would you collect it? (e.g. survey, interviews, experiments, simulations)
2. Is what you suggest realistic? (time, money, access)
3. When you get all your data, what are your first thoughts on how would you analyse it and present it?


***


Task 6: Discussing ethics in research and considering ethics for your proposals

Your tutor will discuss with you some of the issues you might need to consider for ensuring your research is carried out ethically. Once you have done this address the following:

1. What are the ethical issues that research. Have a look at the ethics form provided to see if it provides any clues?
2. How might you approach ethics in research?
3. What ethical issues might arise in your proposed research study (if any)?
4. What are the risks?
5. How will you address these risks?


Finally, you will need to use the evening for some homework on the underpinning literature to complete your draft proposal.  This doesn’t have to be extensive but having identified your field of study you should look back at some of your lecture notes and perhaps use Google Scholar to seek out what you don’t have.




Day 2

On day 2 you will have access to D3 so that you can prepare your initial ideas for your draft proposal and to create an A4 ‘Draft Research Proposal’ presentation sheet.  The presentation sheets will be displayed on the wall and as a whole group you can take a look at each other’s.


Task 7: Creating a single A4 research proposal presentation

You have the whole morning to attend to your proposals in D3.  Your tutor will be around to help you with any questions you may have. Attend to the following:

1. Complete your draft proposal from the template provided
2. Create an A4 summary presentation sheet of the key elements of your draft proposal.


***


Task 8: Discuss your proposal with peers and tutors

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]In D3, stick up your A4 summary draft proposals and go and have a look at everyone else’s.
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