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Introduction 
There are many benefits of storytelling for children, for example it can strengthen their language and oracy development. Raising children (2021) support this as they believe that reading to children at a young age can help promote and develop language, it can help a child learn sounds and words and can develop early literacy and oracy skills. 
There are also benefits to digital story telling as it promotes digital literacy skills which according to UNICEF (no date) children must be digitally literate as their prospects may depend on how well they understand the digital world and that it is a skill a child requires for school education.

Main body
From analysing the traditional story recording, the practitioner made effective use of asking questions such as ‘can you all see the beautiful shiny scales?’, this is beneficial because it encourages children to speak and use language by answering the question with a ‘yes’ or ‘no’. The practitioner also asked, ‘How do you think rainbow fish felt, happy or sad?’, which again gives the child opportunity to answer with only one word being ‘Happy or sad’. However, although these questions are promoting language skills and encouraging language. After reviewing the footage in the first video the practitioner had more of a response when open ended questions were used, such as ‘why do we think rainbow fish was happy?’. By letting the children answer the question with their own words, rather than giving them an option of only two words. This have given the children opportunity to answer with a wider vocabulary and more language can be used. Meantoir (2021) support this as they believe that children who are asked open ended questions must broaden their thinking skills, which then encourages better speech and language. Minnesota Children’s Museum (no date) agree with this as they state that choosing open ended questions require the use of more than a one-word answer, it can help strengthen a child’s vocabulary. This can also be seen in the digital video, again, the practitioner made use of asking questions at the beginning before the video clip began, the practitioner asked, ‘who can tell me something, that they used to make their house?’ whilst having the natural materials on the table which encouraged the children to use words and language with the visual props. It would have been beneficial if the practitioner used descriptive words for the visual props for example stating that the one little pig built his house out of ‘long, brown sticks’. This could have broadened the language used and encouraged children to make use of the descriptive words. According to State library of Queensland (2020) using descriptive words when speaking with children can help build up their vocabulary and strengthen their oracy skills. 

The digital story rhymed and was repetitive which can help encourage children to retain words that are being used in the story, as they are being repeated continuously for example ‘Fall, Fall, Fall’.  Skinner (1957) and Crystal (1941) supports this as they believe that language is a learnt behaviour and that children often end up imitating the adult and learning new words and vocabulary (Education,2017). However, Chomsky (1957) disagrees with this and believes that it is not possible that children could n learn a language through imitation, as the language which adults use around children can often be irregular and ungrammatical (WordPress, no date).  The Hanen centre (2016) also support that, repetitive words encourage language as they state that if a word is repeated many of time, the child will have the opportunity to understand the word and eventually use it in their own vocabulary by themselves. However, Chomsky argues that language is not learnt, he believes that children’s brains are structured to control the interpretation and production of speech (Slideshare,2014). 

From analysing both clips there have been positives and negatives to the digital clip/story. The positives of using digital stories are that the children are being introduced to the ‘Digital world’ as the children are exploring the use of a multimedia component, which is in line with the Digital Competence Framework (2008) which is part of the new Curriculum for wales (2022). The digital story clip also had words on the screen that the children could see. The practitioner was reading from the electronic device, this is introducing literacy to the children, they are learning how the word sounds and how it looks. It is important that children from a young age are exposed to language through digital experiences as it is now being implemented within the new curriculum for wales (2022). Reading rockets (no date) support this as they state when children are listening and developing language skills from a young age, they are also learning about reading and writing skills. They can learn basic literacy concepts from the digital clip as they can begin to understand that print becomes words. This is supported by Ripple (no date) as she states that when children see print and are aware of the print being words, that have meaning it relates to spoken language. Children who have print awareness are able to develop other skills such as spelling, reading and start to write words.  

There have also been positives and negatives to the traditional clip/story. Once analysed there were differences within the two videos, the practitioner spoke at a more natural pace in the traditional story, which made the words sound clearer and made it easier to hear and understand the words of the story. By speaking at a slower pace, it gave time for the words and language to process. NCT, (no date) support this as they believe that speaking a clear and slow pace will help a Child’s ability to learn language and give the children time to think about what they have heard and process the language used. This then gives the child time to think and acquire language to respond. No questions were asked during the digital clip as the practitioner spoke in a fast pace to keep up with the story. There was no time to stop and ask the children questions or get the children involved with the story or have conversation, therefore the children could lose engagement with the story and use less vocabulary than when they were asked questions in the traditional story. If they were spoken to, they would have time to think and respond and make use of language used in the story. First five years (2018) support this as they believe that children who are spoken to are able to develop better verbal and listening skills. The practitioner used facial expressions throughout both clips and enthusiastic voices to fit with the video clips, although there wasn’t much eye contact in the digital clip as the practitioner was looking at the screen. Eye contact is an important part of children learning language, when the practitioner made eye contact with the children when speaking in the traditional story clip, the children made better efforts to respond and communicate. BBC (2021) agree with eye contact being important when children are learning language skills as they believe that by looking at the children can help them make connections. For example, in the digital clip by looking at the materials on the table and then repeating what they are the children could have made links between words and objects and can then vocalized the words and sounds.

Props were used in both clips, however the traditional story telling had more props and the practitioner handed some props out to the children - which let the children participate in the story and keep them engaged. Once a child is engaged in something they are more likely to develop language and literacy skills, British Council (no date) support this as they believe that if a child is kept engaged in a story, that the child will then learn language skills and development. Learning and teaching with pre-schoolers (2021) support this as they believe using props for story telling brings the story to life and is a fun way of learning new words and language. It grabs the attention of the child and improves their listening and vocabulary skills.  Using props also stimulates the brain and creates imagination, which children then find it easier to retain information once visualised and can then put this into language or to help them re-create their own story using the language retained from the story with the props. Reading partners (2019) also support this by stating that visual aids help children remember what is going on in the story which can lead to discussions on what could happen next. 

The practitioner provided a ‘talking environment’ in the traditional story clip. The children had the opportunity to talk and have conversation with the practitioner and the children’s views and questions were highly valued by the practitioner and others. The practitioner stopped and listened to what the children had to say, this is beneficial to a child’s language and literacy skills as when a child feels comfortable and respected then the child is more likely to engage in conversation with other peers and adults. Healthy Families (2012) agree with this as they believe that once children feel comfortable and have built up a relationship where they feel comfortable speaking to an adult, it encourages good communication skills and positive relationships where a child will openly talk to you about details of their day.

The practitioner made use of pictures and images in both the traditional story and the digital story. Images and pictures are important to children when story telling as it keeps the child engaged with the story, it triggers curiosity and provides opportunity for discussion such as children asking questions about what they can see in the book or clip. Images and pictures are also important for children who may have difficulties understanding words, by looking at the pictures/images it can give the child a chance to understand the story through the pictures. Reading partners (2019) support the importance of picture books as they state that picture books can help children develop literacy skills, they state that illustrations can help children understand vocabulary and literacy skills and keep them engaged in the story. However, Novak (2014) supports that not all books have to have illustrations to keep children engaged or for children to use language. Novak (2014) read aloud his book ‘the book with no pictures’, and the children were engaged with the story and answering the questions that he asked. This shows that using the right tone of voice, actions and enthusiasm that children can still engage and respond to a book with no pictures (waterstones, 2005)

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the two video clips of the traditional storytelling and the digital storytelling, children can learn language and literacy skills through both. However, after analysing both videos it was evident that the children were more engaged and involved within the traditional story telling rather than the digital. This was due to having more opportunities to be involved with the practitioner and other peers, which encouraged the children to use more language and literacy skills. In future practice, when the practitioner creates another digital story, more props, eye contact and opportunities for the children to be more involved would be beneficial and would encourage to promote more language and literacy skills. 
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