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Whitland Abbey

1. Whitland belonged to the Cistercian order. I understand the order to be under the Roman Catholic umbrella. The Cistercian founders were made up of Benedictine monks who preferred a more stringent view of customs and practices. Whitland “remained under episcopal patronage until its suppression.”

2. It was founded by Bernard, bishop of St. David’s (1115-1148).


3. Yes. Bishop Bernard was the chaplain to the wife of Henry I. As a Noman, he had the ability to bring a more traditional faith system into the fold.  “Bernard was the founder of Whitland Abbey and was responsible for bringing Augustinian Canons to Carmarthen.”

4. The location provides evidence on the desire of King Henry I and Bishop Bernard to spread their version into Wales – also perhaps asserting dominance by building in Wales. “Whitland was the first of two houses in Wales to be colonised direct from Clairvaux and spawned a number of daughter-houses.”

5. Pre 1145: Foundation - Whitland was the first of two houses in Wales to be colonised direct from Clairvaux and spawned a number of daughter-houses. 1164: Founds daughter-house - Whitland founded its first daughter-house at Strata Florida.  1170: Founds daughter-house - Whitland founded its second daughter-house at Stata Marcella. 1176: Founds daughter-house - Whitland founded a daughter-house at Cwmhir. 1200: Founds daughter-house - On 25 January Whitland founded a daughter-house at Comber, Co. Down, Ireland.1224: Founds daughter-house - A second daughter-house was founded in Ireland - at Tracton, Co Cork. 1539: Dissolution - While Whitland was dissolved following the 1536 Act of Suppression, it was re-founded in April 1537 but finally closed in February 1539.

Whitland was able to found additional houses over the course of its 4+ year lifespan. This suggests that its patronage was both devote and wealthy. 


