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Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development
This paper explores the rise of school attendance problems (SAPs) among primary school children in England following the COVID-19 pandemic, investigates how these difficulties started and persisted after extended school closures. Attendance was more challenging for children with special needs and pre-existing mental health issues.
Before the pandemic, poor school attendance was already linked to long term negative outcomes, including lower academic achievements, risks of school dropouts, and poor mental health. (Egger et al., 2003, Kearney & Graczyk, 2014).
Research also showed that attendance issues most often start in primary school, making early intervention critical to prevent lasting harm (Havik et al, 2015). However, the disruption of COVID-19 worldwide created unprecedented changes to children's daily lives due to repeated school closures, remote learning, and public health restrictions.
While official statistics recorded a high rise in persistent absence, there was limited understanding of how these problems were experienced by families and education staff and what support was most needed (McDonald et al, 2023). 
This research focuses on primary school-aged children aged between 5-11 years olds with attendance difficulties.
This topic is very important for UK health and social care. 
Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question
This paper has three core aims, first, is to identify the key factors linked with school attendance problems in primary schools during and after covid, second, what support was available and used by families and schools and assess how effective these approaches have been and thirdly, to identify new intervention strategies and practical opportunities for implementing better support for children and families. (Mcdonald et al, 2023)
The paper investigated factors associated with school attendance problems during the pandemic. Any formal or unformal support offered to families. Add interventions and strategies that may be helpful.
Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods
Research methods are a technique that researchers use to gather and examine information to answer a research question. 
There are three main approaches to the processes used to collect data
1) Quantitative research focuses on numerical data that can be measured and statistically analyzed. These would include questionnaires with closed questions, experiments, and surveys producing measurable results. This approach is used to identify patterns or trends within large groups of people. (Creswell and Cresswell, 2018)
2) Qualitative research focuses on understanding people's experiences, feelings, attitudes, and perspectives. Researchers typically use this method to gather information through interviews, focus groups, and open-ended surveys. (Bryman, 2016)
3) Mixed-methos research combines both quantitative and qualitative approaches to provide a better understanding of the topic.

This paper mainly used a qualitative approach; researchers wanted to gain a deeper understanding of the experiences of parents, children, and professionals affected by school attendance problems after the COVID–19 pandemic rather than focusing on numerical results. This study investigated participants' personal views and experiences.

Primary data collection is information that is collected directly from participants by researchers for a specific topic. This means gathering original data using methods such as surveys, interviews, questionnaires, or focus groups. The information would be new and not previously collected, meaning it is obtained first-hand from the participants.

Secondary data collection involves using information that has previously been gathered by someone else. This would be information in journals, books, government reports, and published articles. Researchers tend to analyze existing records/ information rather than collecting new data themselves and carrying out the research. 

In this study, primary data collection was used because the researchers carried out the research themselves, making the information original that was collected from children, parents, and professionals through surveys and semi-structured interviews. This made the study an example of primary research as It did not rely on previously published data.

The data collection was completed in two stages.
 First stage the parents and professional completed qualitative surveys that had open-ended questions. Parents were asked about what difficulties they encountered regarding their children's attendance, what challenges they faced during and after school closures, and what support was provided to them.
Professionals were asked to share their thoughts on factors that contributed to attendance difficulties and what types of support was offered to families.
A total of 29 parents and 19 professionals participated in phase 1. Parents were engaged through social media groups, while professionals were recruited through schools and educational services.

The second stage involved semi-structured interviews. This gave participants opportunities to discuss their experiences in detail and gave the researchers the chance to explore issues raised during the survey stage.
Interviews were completed online; video calls or telephones conducted for around 45 to 60 minutes.
There were a variety of participants involved in this study to ensure that different perspectives regarding school attendance were presented. These participants included parents, headteachers, schoolteachers, educational psychologists, mental health practitioners, and attendance officers.
This phase included 10 parents and 12 professionals.

After data had been collected, the researchers used thematic framework analysis to interpret the findings. This method involves reviewing responses, identifying recurring ideas, and grouping them into meaningful themes. (Braun and Clarke, 2022)
The researchers examined the data and organised responses so they could understand common concerns and experiences.

The three major themes emerged from the analysis.
The first being, the factors that contributed to school attendance difficulties. This included anxiety, children with special needs who had limited understanding of the changes, including the change of school routines, and concerns about learning progress following the pandemic.
The second theme explored how attendance problems were responded to by families, schools, and professionals. 
And lastly, the third theme recognized areas where additional support was required, and early intervention was needed, along with an improved provision for children with special educational needs.

Strengths and limitations of the research methods.
One of the strengths of this study is that it obtained information from a variety of people including parents and a range of professionals. By collecting views from different groups, the researchers were able to get a good understanding of school attendances and difficulties that they could use to compare different perspectives.
The use of both surveys and semi-structured interviews helped the researchers to collect accurate and detailed information and experiences in greater depth. This helped to analyze and understand the challenges children and families faced after the COVID-19 pandemic.

However, there were a few limitations.
It may make it difficult to apply the findings to all schools and families across the uk, as the number of participants was somewhat small and the research was carried out within a specific geographical area, meaning experiences in other regions may differ. 
[bookmark: _Int_2pPSipgI]The majority of parents that participated were mothers which may have limited the representation of father's views and concerns.
However, despite these few limitations, the study provides a good insight into school attendance problems and emphasizes the areas where additional support may be required.

Section 4: Conclusion
This research paper has helped develop a greater understanding of the challenges that can affect children's school attendance, especially after the disruption overall caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
This research showed that attendance difficulties are not easy and can be influenced by many factors such as emotional wellbeing, educational needs, and anxiety and what support is available for families at both home and a school setting.
This shows how each child has a different approach to their learning and needs, and each child’s situation is unique and person-centered, and a supportive approach is sometimes needed to achieve a positive outcome.
Cooperation between families, schools, and support services is paramount and a key point in this research. 
It is important to have effective communication and support available at early stages as children will be more likely to get the help required before attendance difficulties become serious. 
Another point highlighted is the importance of both parents and professionals recognising and acknowledging the special needs of children who may face barriers to attending school regularly.

Completing this review has improved my knowledge of research methods and how they are used in real life studies. It has enhanced my understanding of qualitative research, primary data collection, and thematic analysis.
I feel it has shown me how research is done in various ways for different research and which methods work best.
Overall, this research paper gives useful evidence that can support professionals in education, health, and social care when strategies need to develop to help children achieve higher attendance and good educational outcomes.
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