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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

This particular set of incidents relates to anti-social behaviour that was continually occurring in the same area that was predominantly being reported by the same gentleman. The gentleman was also targeted by the subjects on multiple occasions but not on every one. I believe this was so as they became aware that their behaviour was antagonising him to their amusement. The subjects were a group of youths aging between twelve and fifteen years old. The gentleman was seventy three years old, lived alone, had mobility issues and was a devout Christian.

The youths would continually hang around a bus stop near the elderly gentleman’s house where they would crowd the area, play loud music, and swear and behave in a manner that would cause a disturbance to anyone who would be waiting for a bus or passing or living near by. When confronted and asked by local members of the public to disperse or be quiet they could become quiet hostile and confrontational without physically harming anyone, but rather making the community feel uneasy and too intimidated to use the bus stop of frequent the area.

On the first occasion the elderly gentleman was attempting to catch a bus at the bus stop and when he confronted them one of the youths told him to “EFFF off back to church before he dies”. Upon arriving at this occasion me and my colleague attended the gentleman’s address where he returned to instead of waiting for his bus. Despite the youth’s behaviour he did not wish to make a complaint and stated that “kids will be kids” as this has never happened before and he only contacted us to move them along so he could catch the bus.

The fact that he had mobility issues, lived alone and along with his age suggested to me that he could potentially be a vulnerable person, especially when trying confront a group of youths. Vulnerable in the sense that other people such as the youths could be more likely to take advantage of him or harm him should he confront them too eagerly. (policing, 2023)

Due to this me and my colleague attempted to engage with the youths asking them what they were doing in the area, and why they had done what they had done but they were very evasive and would not engage refusing to give any details. Ultimately on this occasion as it was deemed to be a one off incident so my colleague and I moved the youths along and told them to not loiter in the area and warned them to be more respective of their elders and the public at large.

We did not submit a PPN for anyone on this occasion although looking back and comparing that to the incidents to follow we possibly should have as the age of the youths combined with their behaviour suggested that they could be vulnerable. (policing, 2023) In the case of the youths vulnerable would mean they are possibly more likely to get involved with further anti-social behaviour or crime or exploited by other criminals such as drug dealers who need “delivery boys” per se, resulting in a downward spiral of their life and behaviour from such a young age. (government, 2023)

On the next occasion I dealt with these youths they had been reported again by the same elderly gentleman for sitting on his garden wall and drinking alcohol. Based on his previous encounter with them he had been too afraid to confront them as now alcohol had been added to the mix. Before attending I also noted that despite this only being the second time I had been to the area to deal with youths there had been another incident reported by another resident of the area claiming that the youths were climbing on scaffolding that had been erected. 

When my colleague and I arrived in the area the youths had dispersed and were no longer present. The elderly gentleman stated that he felt like this was becoming a problem and that they were sat on his wall as they knew that he would not do anything about it out of fear.

Due to the above I deemed the elderly male to be a vulnerable repeat victim of antisocial behaviour given his age, lack of mobility, living alone and the fact that the area he was living in appeared to be having the same issues with the same group of youths. (policing, 2023)

Because of this I submitted a public protection notification on behalf of him (a PPN). This is a form of paperwork that makes partner agencies such as women’s aid, social services and age concern aware of individuals who are vulnerable and require their assistance in order to help them with their living conditions and circumstances where the police cannot. He could not provide me with details of the youths as he only knew one of them by his first name and there were five in total.

Because of this my colleague and I then attend a number of addresses in the area in attempt to obtain more information in regards to who the youths could be and if anybody else had been affected by them. We managed to obtain names and partial details of three out of the five youths and the school that they attend. (policing, 2023) We also conducted CCTV enquiries in the area to see what they actually looked like even though locals living in the area had already provided us with descriptions. Obviously the reasoning behind this was to establish lines of enquiry as to who the youths were to help tackle the ongoing issue in the area.

Aswell as this I collaborated with the neighbourhood policing team to make them aware of the ongoing issue as part of their area of expertise they conduct regular foot patrols and maintain a more frequent presence in the area in general in order to deter undesirables from gathering. While patrolling these areas they also make follow up calls and chat with the locals to establish if there have been any further incidents or if what has been implemented has had the desired affect. This is major part of gathering more information as to who the subjects are, why the could be causing the problem allowing as to understand the best way to tackle the problem. (Andrew Millie, 2005)

I myself did not take part in many of these patrols as I am a response officer and as such my work is dictated a lot more by emergency calls that need to be answered immediately where as patrolling is something that needs to be conducted regularly and consistently, but had I the opportunity I would have conducted more of these patrols myself.

The CCTV that we had viewed was not of the best quality so it was possible to establish who the youths were via it. I did however advise the elderly gentleman and the locals of the area to acquire CCTV cameras or at least dummy cameras to deter people from harassing their property or capture individuals doing so. A barrier to this can be affordability so to possibly combat this I also requested it in the PPN on behalf of the elderly gentleman in hopes that the council or age concern could provide him with such.

At a later date I also attended the school that the youths were alleged to attend. Upon speaking with the school I established who the youths were as based off of the three names I had acquired we were able to establish who the group of friends were. The school were also able to inform me of ongoing issues that each of the boys had that the school were aware of.

One of the boys for example had a family background where alcoholism was something of a normalised behaviour as his mother was an alcoholic. This could and probably would explain why the youths were drinking in public and would deem it to be normal behaviour. (behaviour, 2023) One of the other boys had previously made allegations that his father has beat him in the past which again could possibly explain why he would rather be hanging around the streets instead of being at home. Another one of the boys suffered with ADHD. 

The point of the matter was that these boys were behaving the way they were due to their vulnerability and the factors that I have outlined which impact that further. Further more if left unchecked the anti-social behaviour may escalate in the future to criminal behaviour which in a sense is a vicious cycle. (Heap, 2020)

Due to this first and foremostly I submitted a PPN for each of the boys as I now had their details, outlining each of their issues and what they had been involved in so as to make social services and other relevant partner agencies aware of them. I also made the neighbourhood policing team aware of their identities so they too could keep a closer eye on the boys in question and could submit further information to social services should things continue to escalate. 

I also spoke to the boys individually myself and explained that things cannot go on the way they are continuing to. I also spoke to them individually in an attempt to build some sort of rapport with them. After building this rapport I learned that despite all the boys having underlying issues they all had an interest in mechanics and building. After learning this I spoke with the school and asked if there were any after school clubs in place that cater to interests such as these and the head teacher informed me that there wasn’t as they were unaware of it but would make attempts to establish an after school club like. (Andrew Millie, 2005)

I also informed the neighbourhood team of this so they could also make attempts to make enquiries within the community outside of school to establish something similar, possibly at one of the local community centres. This would in turn give the youths somewhere to go and give them something to do outside of school hours that they enjoy doing instead of loitering in the streets causing a disturbance. It also means that they are less likely to be targeted by other criminals or undesirables who could see them as easy targets to involve them in crime and other antisocial behaviour.

Despite making all these attempts to prevent anti-social behaviour and repeat crime it can be incredibly challenging. In this situation the age of the subjects can be a massive impact factor as at their age they don’t fully comprehend the affect that their actions are having on themselves or the people around them and because of this they can on times be less likely to co-operate with what is being asked of them or refuse the education that is being provided to them. This can also be compounded by home life where their parents could not careless and do not see it as an issue and therefore do not encourage the correct behaviour. Ultimately this means that as a police force we can only continue to try and prevent these things from happening and when they do re-act to them appropriately. 


WORD COUNT: 1863 






 
 





Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

In this short essay I will be assessing an incident of domestic abuse that my colleague and I have attended. Domestic abuse incidents make up a very large portion of the calls in response policing and often require assistance as quickly as possible as the victims in these circumstances are deemed to be incredibly vulnerable due to them having such a close relationship with the perpetrator. This proximity with the perpetrator makes them more likely to be repeat victims and if left unchecked can lead to escalation of circumstances over time. Because of this having an efficient and effective approach to these incidents that safeguards the victim is imperative.

One challenge to effectively policing these incidents can be establishing whether or not a crime has actually taken place. Due to the proximity and close relationship between the victim and perpetrator victims can often be less likely to come forward as victims and clearly state that they have been abused or had a crime committed against them by the perpetrator. This can be as a result of the victim feeling too afraid to come forward in the case that nothing comes of the complaint resulting in them being confronted even further by the perpetrator for involving police.

Another reason is that the victim may have been a victim for so long going unnoticed that they develop a mentality similar to Stockholm syndrome. Stockholm syndrome is where the victim empathises with their perpetrator and therefore believes that the perpetrators actions are justified and that the behaviour will come to pass at some point. This in turn normalises the situation for the victim leaving them in a vicious cycle that can be hard to break. (Stines, 2018)

Victims may also be heavily reliant on their perpetrators in life meaning that the perpetrator is the sole ‘bread winner’ of the house hold in terms of income and paying bills etc, or in even more extreme circumstances has control over all assets that relate to the victim and even over the people that the victim can engage with. This results in the victim fearing for their life and lively hood being destroyed should the relationship between them and the perpetrator breakdown and come to an end.
(aid, 2023)

All of these factors can leave a victim vulnerable and the best way to safeguard them from a perpetrator is to detain and arrest the perpetrator but obviously an arrest can only be executed with suspicion of a crime. However due to the nature of these cases outlined above even if officers only suspect a crime without a complaint from the victim the perpetrator will be arrested to maximally safeguard a possible victim. This suspicion is determined based on what officers observe at the time of attendance. (policing, 2023)

Even if there is no suspicion of a crime committed against a victim and there has purely a verbal argument between two parties, the two parties will be separated for the night or for a brief period to prevent any further escalation and to prevent anybody from becoming a victim which is more of a pro-active approach to the incident despite not having the evidence to arrest a possible perpetrator.

Arresting somebody purely based on suspicion with minimal evidence may also be seen as a proactive approach as it may be a case that a crime has not actually happened in which case it may deter things between the two people in question from escalating in the future. However it could be seen as more of a reactive approach if incidents of the same nature have been an ongoing thing over a period of time, either way the safeguarding of the victim is maintained as the highest priority. (Helfer, 2022)

Another issue when arresting someone without victim support and very minimal evidence is that in reality despite the CPS have the option to persue a victimless prosecution they often don’t as there is such a small amount of evidence which results in the perpetrator being released without any further action ultimately. (CPS, 2020)

Another safeguard put in place in any domestic related incident regardless if there is a crime or not is what is called a PPN which stands for public protection notification. This is paperwork that is completed after police attendance and passed onto partner organisations informing them of what has taken place. Some of these organisations are social services and Women’s aid but the organisation can change dependant on the context of the case. These partner organisations will attempt to offer the victim, or even the perpetrator in some circumstances, help to prevent the incident from occurring again and therefore safeguarding the victim as maximally as possible in the given circumstances. (aid, 2023)

This can be a lifeline to victims who are isolated from others who could help them as the partner organisations can provide them with sheltered accommodation, counselling and offer them a way out of what is essentially a toxic lifestyle.

However the biggest downfall is often engagement and compliance on the victim’s behalf. Victims do not always want to engage with these organisations so simply put they cannot be forced to do so leaving themselves in a vulnerable situation. In attempt to combat this officers explain the procedures of these mechanics upon initial attendance with the victims while completing the PPN.

The reasons for dis-engagement are the same as I have already outlined above in regards to not seeing their situation as an unhealthy or toxic one or being fearful that it will not help their situation and will only make it worse. 

Some victims will engage however whether it be due to naivety or any of the factors outlined above they also continue to engage with the perpetrator negating the help that they are receiving which again becomes a vicious cycle. (Stines, 2018) An incident I attended relates to these difficulties greatly and hence why it was a very good learning curve.

It was reported by a third party that a domestic violence perpetrator had been staying at the address of the victim of the said violence. The call was not graded as an emergency call but required attendance to establish if they perpetrator was indeed at the address or if this was a false claim. Other officers had previously attended the address that day but there was no answer at the door and there was nothing to suggest that anybody was home and the property was secure.

On our way to the address we conducted a THRIVE risk assessment. THRIVE stands for threat; is there a threat and what is it?, harm; is anybody harmed or could this happen?, risk; how much of a risk is there?, investigation; is there any other information?, vulnerability; are there any vulnerabilities?, engagement; why and how should we engage with the people involved? (policing, 2023)

Due to this being a possible domestic related incident it was very important we did our best to try and engage with somebody at the location to establish more information as nobody had been home earlier in the day but due to this lack of information it could not be established if there was anyone at risk of threat or harm as it was not established if the perpetrator and victim had even made contact. The perpetrator did have police bail conditions to not make contact with the victim, they did not say to not attend the victim’s address, however it was not substantiated if this had even happened.

Upon attendance there was no answer at the victim’s door and the door was perfectly secured. However the perpetrator appeared in the front bedroom window and jumped out the back window. We caught up with him where we detained him to question him on what he was doing in the area and why he was at the victim’s house. He stated that he had been there to drop off a few groceries to her as a good will gesture. He was incredibly complaint the whole time and there was nothing to suggest he had committed a criminal offence as breaching police bail is not a criminal offence, even if he had breached it. (cross, 2023)

While he was detained in the police van we attempted again to knock the victims door to establish if she was home and obtain more information. This was a negative result and the perpetrator stated that she was not home. We also attempted to knock a few neighbours doors to make contact with somebody else besides the perpetrator but this also resulted negative as nobody would answer their doors. At the time based on the fact that it appeared that nobody was home and that we could not establish if the perpetrator had beached his bail conditions or committed another crime we took him back to his home address which was far away from the victim’s and tasked other officers to attend her address again later on to speak to her when she was home. (policing, 2023)

Another factor we considered was that on the off chance she was there she maybe less likely to engage with us as he was present in the area but we had neutralised the immediate possible threat. (aid, 2023)

The victim was eventually located at her friends house where she was safe and well and stated that no crime had been committed against her and that she had not seen her ex partner but could answer, and quiet frankly would not disclose how he had got into her house as there was no damage to the property. It was highly probable that she had some sort of contact with him at some point and had let him into the address and was allowing him to stay there, especially given the repeat incidents between the two of them. 

Upon reflection we should have forced entry into her house under s17 of PACE and then possibly arrested him for stalking and harassment or just arrested him for stalking and harassment, the main reason being safeguarding of the victim. The harassment could have been a possibility due to him being in the area which could cause her alarm and distress due to her being a victim of his that he is on bail for after hitting her. This arrest would prevent him from going back to her address for the maximum amount of time that we could stop him thus doing our upmost to safeguard her. (policing, 2023)

We could have also forced entry due to her being classified as a vulnerable person and we could have suspected that she maybe hiding an injury from us that she had sustained while he was there thus giving us another crime to arrest him for. In the worst possible case statistically due to her vulnerability he could have killed her and that could have been why she was not opening the door but we would not have been able to establish this as we had not forced entry. (policing, 2023)

This was clearly an incident of many what ifs and possibilities that could have happened but going forward my colleague and I will use this as a learning curve to maximally protect victims of domestic abuse due to their highly vulnerable nature. 

WORD COUNT: 1851











Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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