A discussion on Archaeology and its relationship to the other Humanities
The humanities are a group of what is considered social sciences which include Archaeology, Philosophy, History and Religion amongst other disciplines (Young, G. 2024.) The relationship between the humanities is that of an interesting one. Some disciplines may be categorised together such as Philosophy and Religion educationally, and others may be considered independent creative writing, with many able to do both such as Archaeology which may be placed with Anthropology or be an independent subject of interest. All these disciplines however remain categorised under the umbrella term of the Humanities. In this essay the aim is to determine how and if they are as interrelated to one another and if so, how in which are they and how do they affect one another in both positive and negative way, while observing how Archaeology plays a role in each discipline.
Archaeology according to an article written by Daniels for the Britannica writes that ‘Archaeology is the scientific study of the material remains of past human life and activities.’ These items could be from the most mundane basic items such as tools and pottery to more complex items such as machinery and jewellery. The timeline of Archaeology begins in the 15th and 16th Century in which individuals began looking at Greece and Rome in which those of power and status began to collect the materials left behind after civilisations were long gone with William Flinders Pietre who developed the way in which we excavate archaeological sites and Heinrich Schliemann who made it a more scientific subject and investigated the roots of Greek culture at Troy (Daniel. G. 2024.) These items help to show the lives of the individuals that owned them and understand them. The items discovered provide knowledge of the past. However, material remains are not the only way in which we can unlock the secrets of the past it can also be found through environmental factors in which the landscape behaves. These indicators are shown through ordinary maps that show the topography of an area and since the first World War the use of aircraft have become essential part of analysing the environment through aerial photography (Daniel. G. 2024.) The relationship between archaeology and other disciplines within the humanities may vary and how archaeology affects them does also. One such example is that of the relationship between Archaeology and Anthropology. These two subjects differ in a way which as defined by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David is that of it being the study of what remains from the humanity of the past and how learning about their timeline from Birth to Death (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, A. 2024.)
Anthropology however is described by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David as the study of humans focusing closely on their societies, culture and the development (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, B. 2024.) The definition of Modern anthropology which is known today first emerged around the time of the First world war in the 1920’s while others began questioning the changes emerging around such as the changes in automotive vehicles and the introduction to new forms of communication (Eriksen and Nielson, 2013 pp. 46.)  One such individual who believed in the closeness in relation of that of Archaeology and Anthropology in the anthropologist Tim Ingold if not in the initial perceptions of material remains found however they are linked through the remains themselves, this could be in the case of landscape while an archaeologist may be able to understand the reasoning behind a mound in the landscape through data found within that space, an anthropologist may explore and research later ask other questions such as about the individuals who inhabited the area (Virloget, K.H. pp.22-23.) However, it is not only anthropology that archaeology plays a role for providing inspiration to as it has made discoveries and continues to do so.
Archaeology provides inspiration to many creative writers through not only what they uncover but that of the discipline itself with many media drawing influence characters in movies and games from an idea of what they believe an Archaeologist is. Such as ‘Lara Croft’ a popular gaming character from the 1990’s game ‘Tomb Raider’ such is that the character remains influential today in pop culture with the franchise being regularly remade through movies and the games (BBC. 2021.) However, it is not just the idea of an Archaeologist creative writers have taken and used it is also what is uncovered by them with many making references to archaeological sites such as the city of Pompeii which was given new life in 1748 however the locals of the area had always been aware of its existence (Cooley. A. E. 2023.) The movie ‘Pompeii’ which was released in 2014 starring Kit Harrington. The movie was based at the same time as the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD and the destruction of Pompeii and while may not be accurate to the events of that time in some areas it drew inspiration from the information gathered (Sony Pictures. 2014.) There are not only influence to pop culture but to literature also such as the book ‘The Lightening Thief’ written by Rick Riordan this is just one book of seven that is inspired by Greek Mythologies (Riordan. R. 2024.) However, creative writers may also take inspirations from other aspects of archaeology such as the uncovering of once lost areas as such in the Agatha Christie novel with detective Hercule Poirot ‘Murder in Mesopotamia’ in which it centres around a murder and an archaeological site (Christie, A. 1936.) With the amount of research needed by creative writers from Archaeology and History, the inclusion of the philosophies and religions of different countries and cultures that they base the areas of study must be also taken into consideration to maintain a certain amount of accuracy even in fictional works.
Philosophy and Religion as a course is defined by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David is that of a humanity that question the large questions of life through argument of among others engaging your mind and expanding the ideas up where in which Religion is understood, in not only the most common religions such as Christianity, Hindu and Judaism but also that of the lesser ones such as Jediism which came from the inspiration of the Jedi order in the ‘Star Wars’ universe in which is a religion that believes in a greater force that which ties everyone and everything together (Deseret. 2014.) A stipulative definition of religion is that it being an expressive form of displaying a number of beliefs in supernatural agents within one another with many contradicting one another (Oppy. G. pp 518. 2021.) These beliefs are almost philosophical in themselves making the idea of religion more than a basic belief system it tests the theories of maybe there is a greater force out there and it not just the world is the way it is because of nature. It is because of this that the two disciplines should be intertwined, religion and philosophy are not seemingly too dissimilar to one another and almost complement one another with one constantly questioning everything and the other maintaining a belief and answering it in a philosophical way. However, some of the best ways to surmise it all can be seen through the Arts which physically can be of a physical display that engages the senses and the minds of its audience.
The Arts are a way of expression creating something that is pleasing to one or many or none and can come in varying forms such a poetry, sculpture, dance or music and architecture amongst others (Lotha. G. 2024.) Art creates feeling and bring to life ideas, imagination and history. Art may also tell a story such as the Rock art found in the Mesa Verde Region of Colorado after it was first documented in 1998 it has since been made protected from animals and people to prevent damage (Palonka. R. 2023.) It does however show a story with carvings of riders and animal etched in the massive 129-meter long rockface. These etched figures show the individuals that they were as hunters-gatherers with the oldest dated to approximately 1000-1300 AD where seem to begin towards the lowest point of the rock face etchings (Palonka. R. 2023.) However, these are not the only type of art to tell us a story as there is one that has remained iconic throughout history which it that of the Bayeux Tapestry a large tapestry with the span of over 224 feet (over 68 meters) in length and width measuring at its widest point 21 inches (0.56 meters). The Bayeux Tapestry includes a Latin inscription within consisting of 378 words along with many human figures and that of animals, building trees and ships (Pastan and White, pp.1 2014.) The tapestries date has been theorised to be from any point from the latter part of the 11th Century with some stating its creation began between 1066-1087 and others believe it began immediately ad was completely quickly in 1066 after the battle of Hastings and depicts parts of it as such (Pastan and White, pp.2 2014.) These theories show that disagreement between disciplines can occur, and not all may agree with one another ideas and theories. 
To conclude the other Humanities relationship with Archaeology, hold importance as it appears to hold a strong prevalence in where ideas and information begin and are obtained for some of these subjects if not all. With them not heavily reliant on Archaeology as a source of information and more of providing some data to them to back up theories and inspiration. Regarding anthropology making them more accurate in aspects such as the environmental areas of sites making their theories more factual. Much like within anthropology creative writers while may not require as much accuracy to write scripts and books however there may come under a level of scrutiny if there does not include some factual aspect if it draws inspiration from the past. While these disciplines may not always agree with one another or need one another they all play a part in one another's disciplines one way or another. If you look however in reverse Archaeology also takes aspects from other disciplines such as Anthropology in which it looks the entire picture of what it researches and not only one aspect, if writing about an object it may describe what it looks like through the voice of creative writing with the similar way as would an Anthropologist. It may also take some aspects of Philosophy while constantly questioning why. This further provides evidence as the need and respect of all the disciplines in the humanities even if we may not always agree.
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