Geraint Denman
1500415
ECAD6004
Our initiative as teachers is to develop a conceptual knowledge and to critically consider the understanding of pedagogies that can develop creative, enterprising and innovative skills in learning. In the Successful Futures (2015) review, Graham Donaldson states that,
 ‘Pedagogies that makes full use of the wider skills within and across each area of learning and experience, particularly problem solving, creative and critical thinking is likely to activate such powerful learning for children and young people.’
[bookmark: _GoBack]Creativity, as defined by the dictionary (2018) the use of imagination or original ideas to create something; inventiveness. Do we as teachers encourage this? 
In 1968, George Land conducted a creativity test. This test was created for NASA and was very successful. George Land decided to try it on children ranging from the ages of three to five, then the same children at 10 and finally at 15. The results showed that amongst 5-year olds, 98% scored outstanding creativeness then at 10, 30% and finally at the age of 15 only 12%. Land concluded that non-creative behaviour is learned. (2014)
Therefore, the children are leaving school a less creative person. Ken Robinson (2015) states that creativity is not the opposite of discipline and control, it is in any field and may involve deep knowledge and high levels of practical skill. With this said I believe there to be a lack of lessons or activities that promote the children’s creativeness. as stated by the website ‘creativity at work’ (2014) creativity can be learned by learning and applying creative thinking also by another source ‘Creativity Catapult’ (2018) suggest 7 different components these are: Imagination and originality, flexibility, decision making, communication and self-expression, motivation, collaboration and action and movement. Covering 3 key areas cognitive, social and emotional; and physical development.
As well as the teacher’s influence, the learning environment also plays a big influential part in developing the children’s creativity. Through interacting and participating in activities, the environments in which these occur can promote creative thinking. (2014) By setting up tasks for the children to fail will enable them to use their creative thinking to overcome the obstacle of the task. Where the role of the teacher would be to facilitate them, through doing this the children could be put into a scenario or an environment which enables them to be immersed at that time in their roles. During my time on teaching practice I observed the children creatively thinking, the room was set up as a lunar landing site where there where different challenges around the room that the children could freely choose, there was also scenarios that the children could solve. These activities looked at further development in their creative thinking and creativeness. (2010)
To conclude promoting creative learning in school is essential for the child’s future life in work and in general. As underlined by Donaldson (2015), creative and critical thinking are important in the element of ‘problem solving, providing processes for analysis, synthesis and evaluation of ideas and products and making unique connections between them.’ It is the teacher’s responsibility to promote this creative thinking amongst the children through different activities and challenges.
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