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Part 1

Rewrite of paragraph
In Iceland, along with other countries, research suggests that it is really important that children play outdoors. Government papers state that spending time outdoors is good for kids. In the curriculum, guidelines are put in place to ensure that an outside learning environment has its place. 
Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) say that by having learning environments outside is effective as it is a place where the children can learn about the natural world. This is because it is a place where you can do a number of things like exercising and healthy living. 
In Iceland, the emphasises on playing outdoors has been in place for many years and the importance of children aged 1 to 6, play outside every day in schools. Whereas children aged 6 to 16 may only get to play outside with their friends when it is playtime. 
We do not know much about what teachers do outside to help learning but it is probably going to be extremely different, depending on what teacher you get and what school you attend.
However, there are signs that in Iceland the teachers are using outside learning more than they used to. In Reykjavík, which is the capital, 70% of schools say that they do more outside education. (Oladottir, 2008).

Adapted from:
(2014) Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, 391-406.
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’

Part 2a
[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay is about Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network, which states that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien 2006).
R. Murray and E. O Brien believe that people are concerned that youngsters in school, are prevented from going into woodlands and green places, like their parents did, because they are too worried that something bad will happen to them. It is suggested that children spend too much time indoors doing numerous activities now. 
In addition, research from Ward Thompson. C et al (2004),  shows that if children don’t spend time outside when they are young then are less likely to when they are older and this will impact on them as they will miss out  on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. This is because learning outdoors is extremely different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in, their own schools now, especially in foundation phase.
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Part 2b 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?  
It is important that students avoid plagiarism as you are then in essence passing the work off as your own when it is clearly not.

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  
The statement above is false because when using quotations of all types you have to reference them for a number of reasons that include:
· To demonstrate you understand the task
· To add to the academic credibility of the work
· To acknowledge the work of others, which then will avoid plagiarism

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
The statement above is false because Wikipedia is an unreliable website as anyone can edit the information on it, which then makes the information, un-factual, bias, and untrue. 

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
When you have a quote that is more than 30 words or more than 2 lines long you need to indent the quote. When the quote is 30 words or more you need to:
· Enter as a separate paragraph
· Indent the paragraph
· Quotation marks are not required
· Author’s surname, year of publication and page number 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.  
When beginning to conduct research you must find clear topics within the given topic to talk about within your academic assignment. Once you have completed this, you then will begin to research information for the assignment. When researching, you need to be aware of the date of the information, make sure it is recent and not to out of date. You then must make sure that it is credible, this means that the information must be from within the last 10 years, that it is written by a well-respected author, that it us from a registered site such as .gov, .edu or .ac. Finally, you need to make sure that it is from an academic database. 
       Five sources that would be acceptable for an academic piece of work would be:
1. Journal or newspaper
2. Internet
3. Articles
4. Books or e-books
5. Reports and guidelines


Part 3 
Critique of article

The article is about the study and impact of placement experiences of second year undergraduate students, who were taking part in an Education Studies course, at a University in the South of England.  
The paper has been written by Catherine Simon who works in Bath Spa University. The title of the article is “But I don’t want to be a teacher: Work based learning in Education Studies”.
The aim of the study was to establish the benefits of work-based learning for students who were planning on becoming teachers and those that were not. It was also to assist those students in determining their education career identity. 
The main finding from this article is that the students who want to be teachers already felt they had an identity, however, those who were certain that they did not want to be teachers, felt like they had no identity within an Education career. The research suggests that that by taking part in work-based learning (placement) allows those students to have a “trial” working in different careers. This then helped them and enabled them to establish which career was for them.
The purpose of the article was to demonstrate that studying education at University, did not necessarily mean a career in teaching. It suggests that there was a perception that if you did an education degree that you were going to become a teacher, whereas in real fact there are a number of other career opportunities that you can consider when doing an education degree, such as social work, teaching in prisons etc. 

The author structured the article using clear paragraphs of a decent length, however they varied throughout. The paragraphs were linked using good linking words such as, “hence, in addition, therefore”, however sometimes the author occasionally did go straight in with the name of a researcher.
The only statistics/ numbers used throughout the article were generally dates of articles from researchers or dates of websites, and details of the numbers of participants. However, I felt the use of statistics were limited. The author did not used an appendix; however, they did use concise subheadings used throughout. Overall, I found the article very repetitive. 

The language of the article was aimed at academic students; however, I am unable to determine whether the author is an expert or not. 
The style used in this article is formal. This is because it has numerous references, does not use slang words and as it is written by a university professional. 
The article is very long which then makes it hard to read and difficult to understand. Having a long article can make people become very bored and uninterested when reading it.
The accuracy of the article is hard to tell as it is written based on a small number of students.
In addition, it is based upon opinion, which makes it unreliable as opinion is often bias. 
The author uses persuasive language as readers are persuaded by the research used and found in the article. Personally, the author has convinced me to try work-based learning to see the other education carers available.
Objective language has been used throughout the article as there are facts used from researchers and websites such as Kolb, Engestrom etc, which are reliable.
The author has also used subjective language as it is partially opinion based as the findings are based on 10 students’ opinions and beliefs.

The evidence contained within the article suggests numerous issues and lack of knowledge, related to people studying an education degree in university. Firstly, identity formation and its intersection with career identity within the university context of learning and the benefits of work-based placements/ learning. Secondly, people are not aware of the other career opportunities available that link to education. The article also gives opinion on the different style’s students adopted during their time at placement versus how they behaved as a student.
The argument is consistent throughout the article.
The text relies on research from people such as Kolb, but they also rely on the student’s opinions to evidence the paper. 
The article is reliable where they use references and researchers as it is up to date. However, where they use opinions, this is not always necessarily reliable as only a limited number of students participated, which makes opinions biased. 
The evidence is effective as its opinion-based which is first-hand information. Also, the references that were used were from reliable, effective sites and authors.
Conclusions that were drawn were that comparisons were made between students of school based and non-school settings. Also differing behaviours of the students were identified whilst at University and during their placements and the learning of additional skills were found. It was also established that during the workplace learning it assisted with identity formation.

To conclude, in my opinion, the article was repetitive throughout. This then made it hard to follow and quite boring to read, which resulted in it becoming difficult to understand. I had to analyse the structure and content of the article several times before I was able to fully understand it. The amount of information in the article made it hard to prioritise the key details and the relevant important parts. The use of an appendix would have assisted me greatly.
My recommendations would be to include more statistics to back up evidence and avoid repetition. I would also suggest that a larger pool of students would have strengthened the results making them more reliable and effective.
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