Evaluate the balance of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice process
[bookmark: _Int_1I9HK3R5][bookmark: _Int_P1LQM1L1]This essay will outline and evaluate the balance of both the victim and suspects' journey through the criminal justice process. With the criminal justice system set in place to uphold laws, protect individual rights and ensure a fair, equal trial during the process and treatment towards both victims and suspects. The Criminal Justice Systems end goal is to prosecute criminal cases while ensuring the right person is punished for the correct offence (Crown Prosecution Service, 2017). The victims’ end goal is to seek recognition, support, protection and justice whereas suspects’ rights must be preserved under the terms of ‘innocent until proven guilty’. This essay will be structured showing the journey of the victim then the suspects journey, followed by the contrast between both journeys then case studies to conclude this essay to give credible information of incidents where victims and suspects were treated unfairly during a trial. The hardest decision in which is the first step of a victim’s journey is when they decide to either report the incident or not. Research shows about 70% of domestic abuse cases are not reported to the police, reasons for individuals being hesitant to seek help can range from fear for themselves or family, fear of no one believing them, fear of pressure and many other reasons (Gurm and Marchbank, 2020). If victims decide to seek help 999 is called where instant response takes place where they provide sources for victims which are appropriate for their situation. Victim support specialists are trained to help with any type of crime and traumatic incidents in which they have been convicted of within England and Wales. They are free of charge and confidential, and this ensures they will not pass on your personal details or any other information that could identify you without your permission (Victim Support, 2025). The next step of the victim's journey is to make a victim's personal statement. This enables the victim to express the incident with accurate and timely information. This gives them an opportunity to have their voice heard with no judgment or pressure. This statement helps the court to understand how it affected them mentally, physically, emotionally, and financially. The VPS is used in court as it also determines whether the case can be investigated or not depending on the circumstances (Crown Prosecution Service, 2025.). After the VPS is reviewed it is decided whether the suspect is arrested or that the case is closed due to not enough evidence. When a case proceeds to trial the victim and lawyer will prepare with all the evidence and information ready for any question asked. The trial will take place and end with the defendant pleading guilty or not guilty. If the defendant is found not guilty, that does not mean you were not believed or that people thought you were lying. It simply means the magistrates/district judge, or the jury could not be ‘satisfied so they were sure’ that the defendant was guilty. If the defendant is found ‘guilty,’ the magistrates/District Judge or the judge in the Crown court or can either sentence the defendant straight away or they can adjourn (postpone) the sentencing hearing to ask for more information to help them decide what the sentence should be (Crown Prosecution Service, 2025). After this trial is completed, victims will still receive support and help no matter what the outcome is. The first step of a suspect's journey is when enough evidence is gathered, the suspect is charged and if actions of an arrest is taken in place the suspect must be informed promptly, in a language which the person understands, of the reasons for his arrest and of any charge against him with an intel of their rights clearly announced (gov.uk, 2020). In which the case goes to court for a deeper investigation. They are still treated with respect and quality due to the fact of the Human Rights Act 1998 as during an arrest they are made aware of their right of silence which officers must announce by saying "You do not have to say anything. But it may harm your defense if you do not mention when questioned something which you later rely on in court. Anything you do say may be given in evidence” (Liberty Human Rights, 2025). The police follow the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) process for the suspect's journey. This is because PACE sets out to strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the public's rights and freedoms. The police force will use code C, this code ensures to help officers to understand how they must treat and question people in custody. This includes ensuring the person understands their rights while being held and explaining the rights of anyone doing a voluntary interview (gov.uk, 2013). The next process of the suspect’s journey during a case is the interview for questioning in which the police will focus on the behavior of the suspect to see whether they have committed a crime, not the victim’s character (College of Policing, 2023). During custody proceedings officers work at a ‘detention clock’ in which when a suspect arrives the clock starts and is reviewed by a police inspector or sometimes a senior officer. The interviews are recorded with devices this is because no confusion or incorrect evidence is given in court in which they are able to have a solicitor and have the right to not give any information in which they say ‘no comment’, however their DNA will be taken to gather evidence. When held in custody, a suspect accused of an offence will be detained for 24 hours, but this can be expanded to 96 hours depending on the crime or 14 days if it is under the terrorism category (Wiltshire Police, 2025). 24 hours after the interview it is normally proceed to court either in magistrates which is tried by magistrates or a district judge or crown court which is tried by jury and a judge however, if the suspect is 10-17 years old it will be considered to the youth court (Ryan, 2022). The pretrial will then take place before the trial in which the suspect is not called the defendant. When the trial is concluded, there is a decision on whether the defendant is proven guilty. If the suspect is proven to be not guilty this means he will be free to go; alternatively, if the suspect is guilty the judge or magistrate will conclude what their punishment is. During this lengthy process if the suspect was found not guilty, they may suffer mentally or physically in which they ensure to provide services to help them overcome their challenges such as Probation Services (HMPPS), mental health services, education and many more. There are many similarities of both victims and suspects journey such as both can experience an emotional impact such as stress, anxiety and overwhelmed. Both sides have legal rights which they are entitled to during the criminal justice process such as fair treatment, access to information and support services.
[bookmark: _Int_nARyNwTg]A case that involves how a suspect and victim was treated unfairly during the criminal justice system in the uk is the murder of Lesley Molseed in 1975. This case shows the impact on both sides if the process fails to succeed. This case was involving a victim of a 14-year-old from Manchester named Lesley Molseed, and the wrongly convicted suspect Stefan Kiszko, who was an intellectually disabled man. He was first convicted in 1976 and spend 16 years in prison before being released in 1992. The case remained open till 2007 in which they convicted another person of murder based on DNA evidence, highlighting a significant injustice, named Ronald Castree. This left the family of the 14-year-old devastated with prolonged trauma as it delayed them with years without closure for their loved one. The young girl's mother spoke out since the death of her daughter announcing how she battled with alcoholism and successfully beat breast cancer however, prolonged with sleeping tablets due to the suffering night terrors about the murder of her daughter (BBC). This also left the wrongly convicted person with deterioration of his mental and physical health as spending 16 years in prison when innocent. This led him to pass away only 22 months after his release then left his family with anger and frustration on the criminal justice system. These failures led to an injustice that affected both the victim's family and the wrongfully convicted individual. This case demonstrates how the balance of both the victim and suspects journeys through the criminal justice system can both be affected. It shows the reader the importance of a thorough investigation, protection of rights and correct evidence is hugely critical to prevent more wrongly convicted cases like this one in the future. (Guardian, 2007). In conclusion, the criminal justice process in the UK aims to strike a fair balance between the rights and experiences of both victims and suspects. While suspects are afforded key legal protections—such as the right to legal representation, fair trial, and protection against unlawful detention—victims have increasingly gained recognition through victim support services, victim impact statements, and the Victims' Code. However, challenges remain. Suspects benefit from structured legal safeguards from the moment of arrest, whereas victims can still face gaps in support, communication, and emotional care throughout the process. Achieving true balance requires ongoing reform, ensuring that both parties are treated with dignity, respect, and fairness at each stage. A just system must not Favour one over the other butinstead work to protect the integrity of the process while acknowledging the unique needs and vulnerabilities of both the accused and those affected by crime.
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