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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Rebecca KING

	STUDENT ID No.: 1920836

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: CCE and the effect it has on overall crime in the area of Caerphilly North
INTRODUCTION:
I wish to study this topic, and possibly explore new issues and potential solutions to an area I believe that is usually only ever treated, rather than prevented. I want to see what potential signs there could be that as a service, we are missing out. I want to be able to assist police services  identify those most at risk from cuckooing, those who are being exploited by OCG’s who run county lines, and how to bring them back from the edges of entering this world, and identify what pitfalls there may be facing the police and partnership organisations.
The area  in which I cover on response, has many children who belong to an operation which has identified those children as being at risk of CCE.  I think that there is a massive opportunity that has been overlooked within our, and partnership agencies powers that can help assist these children who may or may not have multiple vulnerabilities. I want to be able to explore some avenues that may work with families of those identified, and see what tactics have worked in other force areas and examine if they could be applied to ours.  I wish to get a good understanding of what makes some of the children who are more at risk of CCE  enter into a friendship group with others, and what preventative measures should be considered as best practice, not only for the victims, but to maximise the tight budgets forces face.
One reason for me to want to explore this, is the amount of calls we get for missing persons who have the warning marker placed upon them to suggest that they are at risk of being exploited in such a way.  These same people, are also alleged to be responsible for certain types of petty crime.  The sheer amount of time and resource that are dedicated to just these two incidents can be time and motion studied and lessons could be learnt.
I also believe that this topic should be studied as it has a knock on and profound effect on not only police, but partnership agencies and the wider general public.
As has been previously studied by Barlow, Kidd, et al, in 2021, where they have explored the perceived cyclical model of targets, subjects and agencies involved in the pre and post incident care.
I have not done a huge amount of reading as I do not know if my choice of dissertation will be accepted as yet.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· I wish to collect and collate information on those targeted by those who recruit and exploit young people.  By this, I wish to explore what is in the background of the young peoples lives that is a common factorm and why they are specifically targeted.
· I want to explore the processes used by police and partner agencies in  identifying if the young person has been a serial perpetrator of crimes out of their own choosing, or if they are being criminally exploited
· I want to explore a potential link between them being at home, or being a cared for child, and what happens when they move out of tehir familial settings/ foster care, and get a place of their own/ supported living. If they then become ones who exploit young people, or if they thrive when given a degree of freedom

In order to get information to fulfil my objectives, I am going to use a mix of intervuews and questionnaires which I plan to give to police colleagues, social services workers who have specific first hand dealings with those who have been identified as exploited children, at risk.  I am ultimately trying to find answers or gaps in knowledge when it comes to potentially identifying cuckooing targets. I am hoping to do this in order to eventually get to the a source of county lines individuals and bring down crime in neighbourhoods. By bringing down crime in troubled neighbourhood it will improve the cohesion with police.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I am waiting for my dissertation to be approved in theory before I overload myself with reading.
I have, however, read some scholarly articles about CCE, on Google Scholar. These are all availbel to the public and have been produced by numerous reseacrhers.
I have read many local government and council sites with their look on CCE and what their particular sevices can  help with.
I believe there is a gap in knowledge and research as we can all vouch for the ‘one size fits all’ approach is not working to aid the ones affected by these issues. This then has a knock on effect to communities and polciing in general 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I am going to use a mixture of qualitative interviews, and quantitative questionnaires. The interviews will be conducted on those who can vouch for their experiences of CCE, both from a victim experience, a support service point of view (Such as social services, or schools)a policing perspective and also a community view.
The questionnaire will then be provided to all participants other than the victim. I do not believe that I will gather much information from a victim side via a questionnaire. Whereas a questionnaire will provide an overall picture on thoughts relative to the research topic, the interviews will give an emotional and psychological viewpoint. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend on asking 10 people from each of the following groups:
Police
Social Services
School settings
Families / foster families of those involved in CCE
Victims of CCE
Victims of crimes linked to CCE

Police, social services, families and victims will be interviewed. Those in that group will not need to be experts in their, or any field. Those in  the  other groups will be given questionnaires as the information I will need from those, will be of a quantitive nature

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There could be a live incident discussed in which case this will mean that the questioning will be halted. 
Emotional distress will need to be managed and dealt with by appropriate channels.
Particpants who are identied as victims of CCE and victims of crimes committed by CCE individuals will need to be better managed and consideration to be taken to their vulnerabilities.
Any information divulged that could identify or ‘out’ any criminal activity will need to be pinpointed and dealt with in an independent manner 

	TIME SCALE:
Before the end of the term

	REFERENCE LIST:
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