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Chapter 118
Siege engines are deployed

Although they longed for rest, they worked diligently on machines that they
could use to assault the walls at dawn on the day before the Sabbath. For the
monk of the tower (the hermit), whom I mentioned carlier, had indicated,
according to Tancred, that the assault should take place on that day. But
after searching the area all around, there was no meadow, palace or tower
which could provide wood for building ladders. Memphis (Egypt), that new
victor, had expelled Damascus (the Turks), its old conqueror, from
Jerusalem. "™ The recent Egyptian expedition of that year had left nothing
untouched whether dry or green. However, sccret shadows hid some beams
which could not fool Tancred's usual careful effort. Therefore, once these
were removed and carried out, they were sufficient to build one ladder. It was
thought at this time that this ended all of their need since the day fixed for
taking up arms had arrived. Grave difficultics, both immediate concerns and
future problems, faced them from both sides. The more pressing difficulty was
that they had but a brief two-day period in which to find material for the
ladders. The longer-term problem came if they launched their attack after this
day, rather than on the day set for the attack, since they would then annul the
oracle given by the monk.' Because of these problems, there was only a
single ladder. But the attackers were grateful to have this one. Thus, the
ladder was set against the wall studded with towers that stood 10 the left of
Tancred’s camp. The ladder was set up about a third of the way along the
wall. And now that it was standing tall, the ladder argued, as if from its
‘excessive length,'”! since I expected that I would not have any comrades, I
shall not wait until I have them’.

T Shortly before the march of the crusaders south from Antioch, the Egyptians had
captured Jerusalem from the garrison that had been installed there by Damascus.
'n\ls s @ reference to Tancred's conversation with the hermit on the Mount of
Oliy

"BTCL. Horace, Ars poeiea, 7, whe also uses the word sesquipedai to indcate
something of excessive length. The word literally means a foot and a half o half a
yard.
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Chapter 59
The deployment of the commanders conducting the siege

The other leaders occupied the nearby towns, and there was, therefore, a
better opportunity to bring aid easily. Sedium, which was a large, populous
town, rich in wine, fell to the duke (Godfrey)."'® The count of Flanders held
the nearby valley where the towns of Belnias, Bathemolin, Corschel,
Barsoldan, as well as many others were located.''” Thus, up to the present
day, this valley is called the valley of the count, and Sedium is called the city
of the duke. Hamah and Hirem served Tancred along with many other
productive [towns] near to the camp. He was the first of all to arrive, as |
mentioned above, and was thus the precursor. The effect of his carly arrival
confirms the common expression that ‘he who sees first is the first fed’. For
when hunger struck, this man, who lived in opulence, never excluded any of
his houschold from his table. He also took in and supported many excluded
by the others. The valley of Doueir supported Bohemond. It deserved the
name which it had been given because it held a position of glory among the
other valleys, having an abundance of fruits, vines, trees and water. Thus,
indeed, it deserved the name Daphne, meaning delightful, which it had been
called of old by the Greeks.''® It was close to Antioch in the south south-west
and required a great protector who could provide for the hunger of the
citizens from its great stores of food. The other leaders held other towns
whose names have been forgotten over the intervening long period. However,
time has not forgotten that the towns of Rubea (Riha), Arqah and Besmedin
served Count Raymond.

Chapter 60
Great hunger in the army

Thus, the leaders occupied the province. But others of lesser fame, just like
the great men, were afflicted with great want. Since there was no way to leave
and no way to remain, death and hunger, like twin misfortunes with no
middle ground, struck down the people. Both the long delay and the great

6 We have not been able to identify the modern name of Sedium.

17 We have not been able to identify the modern names of Bathemolin, Corsehel,
and Barsoldan.

'1¥ Daphne was a famous grove and sanctuary dedicated to Apollo outside the walls
of Antioch. During the Roman period, the gardens and running water at Daphne were
regarded by the citizens of Antioch as a pleasant retreat from the city.
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in this matter whether it was sloth or ignorance
‘which drove me into sadness. Certainly, both were great and both were the
stepmothers of my unhappiness. But Bohemond swore that he had been
forced to participate f he could hide his jealousy with these
‘words, mitigate my indignation, excuse the deed and absolve the actor. He
said these things so that they might demonstrate his innocence. But they
could not make his delays innocent nor could they defend from their crime
those who were somnolent in their delays. Truth be known, 1 will keep my
oath and redeem my perjury. And, at a danger to myself, I will redeem the
perjury of another. After having escaped, I was overcome but not by my own
carclessness. Rather, 1 was captured by the weakness of another, by the
liberation of a relative. Should I survive, the victor in this struggle has
brought out my hatred and there s no room for peace. I consider it a small
matter to violate that which I did not seek to swear but which was rather
forced on me unwillingly by the violence of a tyrant, especially as the kecping
of this promise would be a public scandal and worthy of general
condemnation.”

Chapter 14

The siege of Nicaca and the first mention of the besieging dkes: Godlrey of
Bouillon

After the son of the marquis had gone over the maters about which he had
reason to complain, he rested for  short time. It is therefore fitting to
mention that Nicaca was ringed by a sicge and that camps had been laid out,
and to recall the names, families and practices of the princes who were
attacking the city. They were men of the sort who would not exclude the types
of praise discussed above, but who also offer further material for writers.
‘These were very famous leaders who provided instruction in war to those who
refused to learn from any others. These men were as follows: Duke Godfrey,
son of old Count Eustace of Bouillon.* Godfrey, received from his father the
dignity of the ducal title and the name Bouillon. Bouillon is a town in the
kingdom of Lotharingia and the capital of the nearby duchy that the old
Duke Godfrey, his uncle, had left to the younger Godfrey.** The nobility of
the younger man was marked by many virtues, both secular and divine. These:
included, charity to the poor, mercy to wrongdoers, humility, clemency,

*This is Eustace I, count of Bouillon from 1049-93.

%The older Godifey, also known as Godirey the Hunchback, was the brother of
Duke Godfrey's mother Ida. The elder Godfrey died in 1076, and the duchy was.
‘granted 1o the younger Godiey by King Henry 1V of Germany.




