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A festering pull at the leaves,
falls into 
agonising guilt.  
Burnt cedar and citrus lingers,
like a tide that was set to meet the shore
The pomegranate split into sections,  
the juice leaving a sticky residue.   
A crunch and a tussle,
a crime scene  
to be adorned.  
A wet warmth in comforting tones,
sings a lullaby  
with a whistle and a crow.  
 A bustle of tampering feet,  
ready to lock into submission  
within the four walls of comfort.  
 A picturesque chapter  
greeting the next,  
asking us to turn the page  
and pause.  
 To be silent.  
The ever revolving door is
still.
Just for now.



The first line of the poem sets the tone for the uneasy feeling of the body of work, the word “festering” evokes a vision of decay and rot that is carried throughout. The words “falls down into agonising guilt” in the layout of the poem gives the reader a descending sort of feeling, the words fall downwards with your eyes whilst reading the text. There is a parallel between “festering” something that is decaying followed by “leaves” which is stark in contrast that shifts the tone further. This is the first sign that we are coming to an end of autumn, the seasons are changing. The pulling downwards of the leaves is metaphorical, the thought that the leaves don't fall they are instead “pulled” in a harsh reality that the seasons are not ready to shift, they want to stay rooted in the now. The suspended line of “falls into” leaves the reader with suspense creating an arching feeling of anticipation. This line purposefully slows the reader down as the next line is what gives the sentence meaning.

The next line of the poem delivers with a sensory atmosphere, touching on the imagery of smell, “Burnt cedar and citrus lingers” this lingering feeling and the contrast between “burnt” and “citrus” something warm and tangy is used in imagery to display mixed emotions, closely followed by the extended metaphor of  “like a tide that was set to meet the shore” this displays the emotion of something unavoidable its written into exitance. The next line is where the overall feeling of the poem switches ever so slightly. “The pomegranate split into section” this is linking the seasons to the story and myths of Persephone the sections of the pomegranate are representing the seasons the word “split” is visual imagery for this, Persephone has split up her time between the human realm and the underworld. Linking back to the contrast between the word “burnt” and “citrus” the split between worlds the dark and the light. The continuation of the previous image is followed up with tactile and visual imagery. “The juice leaving a sticky residue” is this trickling sensation of time slipping away and being stuck. In both instances of the words “burnt” and “citrus” and “sticky” sensory layering is used to convey the tone of and feeling of the poem. 
In the next line onomatopoeic wording and sensory touch is used “A crunch and a tussle” again we have gone through the sense of smell with “citrus” and then followed up with “crunch” for sound. The word tussle is purposeful; it conveys feelings of a struggle of digging your feet in the ground and refusing to move. This is followed up by “A crime scene” something has been left in the wake of the tussle. This stark semantic shift can catch you off guard moving from naturalistic tone of voice to a different vocabulary, momentarily taking you out of the previous build-up of this rotting nature that is not ready to shift into the next season. Then with the following phrase “to be adorned” it brings you back into this world of beautiful imperfect bits of nature that don't adhere to good or evil. The rhythm of the next line is what makes the next section flow “A wet warmth in comforting tones” the feeling of heat and something wet is not foreign but seems misplaced in this autumn poem, however, however with the layering of earlier learning about Persephone this may be how she views the world. What feels cold dark and wet to us is what makes her wish to come to the surface from the underworld, this place that we look over is a comfort to her. The juxtaposition of the next line “with a whistle and a crow” something that whistles is often seen as light-hearted and fun and then the crow is often seen as a symbol of death, this crow is an omen of Persephone returning to the underworld, the birds whistling may be but a dream when she's down below.  The next line may make the reader stop, “a bustle of tampering feet” the word “tampering” is an interference, the thought of feet stepping in places they shouldn't. however, with the next line slowly shifts the tone by conveying the message of children returning indoors when the weather gets cold. Their time playing outside is done for the year they must now “lock into submission” “within the four walls of comfort” the metaphor of their feet locking shows physical confinement as if they have no choice, much like Persephone each time she returns to the underworld. 
The following lines lean heavily on personification, turning the pages of life and the seasons giving a presence to the changing of autumn into winter. The scenic phrasing of “A picturesque Chapter” shows beauty whereas before we have seen the imperfectly perefct view of the darker take on the naturalistic tones of the poem. This is a shift in prespective. The seasons voice is chiming in. This line is followed up with “greeting the next” this is symbolistic for the changing of the seasons this natural ritualistic thing we take for granted with this personification of this more defined version of events that this fluid change is “asking us to turn the page” this direct reader address further shows a switch in perspective showing we have to go on, meet the next season and go forth. The next line standing on its own “and pause” allows for a physical pause from the reader letting the motion of the next words wash over slowing the pacing of the poem. This is then followed up by another short, isolated line giving a similar effect “to be silent” this has a slightly different effect, almost allowing the silence to surround you in the isolation of the line. The continuation of this line with “the ever-revolving door is” is symbolic for that passing of the seasons shifting around and that this is an ongoing and forever movement. The suspended syntax of “is” closely followed by an isolated “still” stilling the vision and the poem in the readers mind keeping their eyes on one spot. The impermanence of “just for now” showing the reflection of time passing nothing truly staying still is an illusion the door must spin, and it will, but for now, in this moment,it is suspended in time. 
This free verse poem relies heavily on the sensory imagery the “Showing” instead of telling, one of the original lines changed from “ imposing on an established timeline” to “like a tide set to meet the shore” as it was important to convey the feeling of time passing instead of telling the reader directly. This poem also is heavily influenced by the revolving door. The overall tone of the poem is also a juxtaposition the mix of dread and anticipation with comforting sounds and smells and feelings separates it from a gothic toned poem to something less stark yet still unsettling in areas. 
The poem was intended to guide the reader throughout using isolated pauses and slowing of pace and words that lead to anticipation, this becomes apparent towards the end of the poem isolating words entrapping the reader for a moment on a particular work or phrase. The reader sits with each image or symbol for a moment before continuing, the stillness in the reading experience mirrors the stillness of the nature of the poem.
Autumn being often regarded with beauty and vibrance and then being reduced to the stark reality of a wet winter Welsh Day was conveyed through the eyes of Persephone in some areas longing to return. To others what may be a wet autumn day is to her, the perfect idealistic day even with the violence of the rain and the leaves departing.
In the original draft of the poem there were extended lines after “the ever-revolving door is still just for now” 
“Let the citrus burn
And the frost bite.”
“Turn the page,
Enter,
And bid autumn,
Goodnight.”
This felt like too much of a shift from the rest of the poem the themes didn't match and the rhyming was unnecessary, which took away from the overall fell of the poem, the symbolism was weaker and the poem has more of an effect landing and ending on just for now. This solidifies the passing of seasons, and the tone matches the rest of the poem. 
	
	
	



