Law and legal practices 
Legal research 1


In a country like the UK legal research is a vital instrument of finding facts, statues, policies, regulations and case laws. The lack of a concrete set of laws and regulations that covers all aspects and the dependence on historical case laws to be used as a reference in current cases, makes research the most important part of giving advice and dealing with cases.  
Ordinary people can access information about the law and statues, but the language, the complexity and the ongoing amendments to the statues, articles and sections of the law makes it difficult to follow. “The law is regarded by its users as intricate and intimidating” (Heaton. R Cabinet office 2013). 
Text books and ordinary “old school” resources are not used as they were before, it is replaced by the online resources which is a brilliant method of gathering information, but it has its risks and disadvantages and can be extremely misleading. 
What is an online source and online research?
An online research involves the gathering of novel, original data “via the internet” (Hewson C 2003). The intension here is analyse and provide an answer to support an argument or a debate over a subject matter.
As high as 48% responded to a research conducted shows that solicitors and law firms are using Google as a legal research medium to find answers to their questions, (legal technology survey vol 5). That shows clearly that professionals are also using inappropriate online sources in the existence of reliable sources such as governmental ad specialised law websites (legilastion. Gov., Baili and other parliament and credible law sources).
Differences between primary online sources and secondary online sources.
· Primary online sources provide raw information and first-hand evidence (Legislation, Statue, regulations, case reports and judgements). A primary source enables to direct access to the researched subject. The recommendation is to use trusted websites that end in “gov.uk”. 
· Secondary resources provide second-hand information and commentary from other researchers (journal articles and text books). In this case the secondary source describes, interprets and or blends primary sources. 
· Grey literature: some materials are known as grey literature, that includes organisational reports, projects, leaflets. These are usually published outside normal academic publishing and distribution channels.
Benefits 
Access to the latest information
· Online resources gives access to real-time legal information and updates (news, newspapers websites, live publishing and law reporting).
Increased access 
· Quick and easy to research
· Cost-effective: low or no cost for students, but there might be a potential risk of a lot of time being wasted between resources to filter and validate information as some might be out of date or unreliable. www.pllresourcesguide.com
Border research opportunities 
· Online research “may facilitate cross-cultural (Pohl, Bender, Lachmann 2002), generate larger sample size than would otherwise be possible, thus leading to greater statistical power, and also help gain access to select specialist population, for example via online special interest or support group discussion forums *Coomber, 1997) which may aid in the consideration of differing law system when distinguished the with the English system.
Risks 
Reliability / Bias 
· Is the source sponsored? How might this influence the authority of the source? The influence of the sponsor might not necessarily be in favour of the topic or the issue, and in this case directs the contents to a hidden agenda.  
· Has the journal been peer-reviewed? Has it been reviewed by other academics? Again, this could support an idea or try to influence or indirectly impose a theory that might not be clear to many. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk86957253]“Legal resources on the internet must be evaluated in the light of their geopolitical, legal, intellectual and historical context. This is vital to ensure that the resource relates to the appropriate context www.pllresourcesguide.com
Dated resources 
· “the content of a resource must be reflective. If there is a constitutional change, the resource must promptly reflect that change, if a law has been amended, otherwise, the internet resource is not qualified for inclusion or citation in legal research. www.pllresourcesguide.com
Lack of awareness
· [bookmark: _Hlk86958559]Studies shows that “students do not seem to be aware of the full range of (online) legal resources that their universities subscribes to”. This limits the legal information they are able to locate during their studies, as content can be exclusive to particular legal research platform. It also leaves them unable to develop the skills to use a range of of different platforms, which is important as they begin their legal careers where they may be an expectation to use specific platforms or quickly find legal material from a range of resources. www.justice.com.
Difficulty in using online resources
· “the majority of students only feel moderately confident in conducting legal research “ due to a ‘reliance on Google and Wikipedia rather than the legal research platforms they have been introduced to’ it is also perceived that students have different levels of confidence in using platforms, with a relationship between how frequently they use a platform and how confident they feel using it. www.justice.com.
· This could be potentially remedied with further online research, academic sessions from a librarian or relevant academic / pastoral support; ‘An impact of this lack of confidence can be seen in the level of additional support that students need from staff members, with staff reporting that  they are frequently approach for assistance in finding legal material and on legal research questions. While more students will look to online resources as a first option, 36.9% of students would approach a law librarian or a member of academic staff for support as a first option. www.justice.com.
Copyright / plagiarism concerns 
         As with any time of legal resource, remember to reference accordingly otherwise there is a danger that you have plagiarised. Copyrighted work means that an individual or an institution could claim ownership, responsibility and liability for the resource, so referencing correctly must always followed.   
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