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The purpose of this essay is to critically compare and contrast both Wales and Syria. Including both legislative frameworks, children’s rights, education and healthcare. Exploring in great depth how these issues impact the lives of children and their holistic development. Also, discovering in profound detail how the lives of children in Wales are different to the lives of children in Syria. Many factors influence and impact a child’s life and overall development (Mukherji and Albon, 2014).  According to Urie Bronfenbrenner all factors within a child’s environment impact child development, including how children are natured or nurtured (Giardiello, 2014). Barba Rogoff also agrees that children who experience incidental infusion through close involvement with a socialising agent of families helps shape a child’s holistic development (Rogoff, 2003). 
Many pioneer’s in early childhood theory have influenced policies throughout history regarding the lives and development of children (Giardiello, 2014). Although, families enable, and shape individuals Bronfenbrenner highly supports the influence of outside factors. Bronfenbrenner’s theory is developed into four areas, Microsystem which a child has direct contact with such as families and friends. Meosystem, which impacts a child through connection of outside agencies such as school. Exosystem, which indirectly impacts a child such as parents career and job opportunities. Lastly, the Macrosystem, which is the environment a child lives in and the government policies that impact a child’s development, future and childhood experience (Boyd and Bee, 2013).  
Government legislation laws and policies have progressed immensely over time within society to aid individuals and children to have a better life and to be treated fairly (Yelland, 2010). Best efforts have been made to become much more focused on the rights of the child to ensure everyone is treated equally and given the best opportunities in life (National Archives, 2010). Wales is part of the sovereign parliament and government which is part of the United Kingdom, however divided into four countries, England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland (Thomas and Lewis, 2016). This allows Wales to be self-governed by the National Assembly for Wales, ensuring all UK laws are fully imbedded within each country. Citizens of Wales are able to decide for themselves how their country should be run through voting opportunities. Also, having the option to vote for who becomes prime minister with the United Kingdom (The Electoral Commission, 2018). This impacts how the country is governed, and legislative frameworks impact a child’s holistic development through opportunities such as education. This also allows people to question, comment and support how children are treated within Wales (The Electoral Commission, 2018).
However, The Constitution of Syria was Revised in 2012, divide into four areas such as “Basic Principles, Power of State, Judicial Authority, and General Transitory Provision” (I am Syria, 2012: 1). Allowing very little freedom of speech for the people and children living in Syria. Ultimately President Bashar al-Assad has all powers of government and its population. According to I am Syria (2012) individuals and children of Syria do have equal rights of freedom of speech, dignity and basic human rights. However, since March 2011, citizens including children of Syria portray a very different picture (UNICEF, 2018).
Although, individuals in Wales cannot vote until they are over the legal age of 18, critics may argue that the opinions and views of children are not taken into consideration (The Electoral Commission, 2018).  However, specifically in Wales children have been appointed a children’s commissioner, with the duty to become an advocate for children (Children’s Commissioner Wales, 2018). Sally Holland, child commissioner for Wales interviews many children throughout schools asking they’re thoughts and what they would like to see change within Wales, ensuring Sally Holland advocates for children’s rights (Children’s Commissioner Wales, 2018). In comparison to Syria children to not have access to their basic god given rights, let alone a powerful advocate such as Sally Holland (UNICEF, 2018). Within Wales children are at the forefront of political debates which all effect a child’s experience and development. The Rights of the Child, Equality Act 2010, Human Rights Act 1998 and many more legislative acts are taken into consideration what’s best for children to develop holistically (UNICEF, 2018). 
In contrast to Syria they style of leadership is very different. Syria has been under authoritarian leadership for over 40 years, in 2010 Bashar ah-Assad was appointed president and locals hoped for change using their freedom of speech (I am Syria, 2012). In March 2011, many Syrian locals and children protested peacefully within the streets, dancing, waving flags and chanting for government change (BBC News, 2016). However, the response of the one person in place to protect its people responded with violence and mass military to kill and torture its own people (BBC News, 2016). Protesters state they only wanted to “protest peacefully, we want freedom peacefully (Birrell, 2011: 1).  
According to World Vision International (2014) children are one of the most vulnerable people within Syria. Although, some children and families have escaped from Syria, the violence, torture and death they have witnessed may never leave their minds (World Vision International, 2014). This may lead to extreme long-term effects such as mental health issues, social and economic problems. All of which Bronfenbrenner states impact a child’s holistic development (Giardiello, 2014). Also, resulting in difficulty to form attachments, and succeed in life. According to Bowlby, children must receive secure attachments from an early age in-order to develop to the best of their ability (Bowlby et al., 2005). 
Evidence already suggests that children from Syria continue to have ongoing stress and anxieties about their future and even poor brain development due to adverse childhood experiences (World Vision International, 2014). Not only does war cause trauma to children but also the loss of childhood experiences such as outdoor play, which Froebel states is highly important to a child’s development (Giardiello, 2014). Although in Wales, many parents educate children about ‘stranger danger’ many children have access to play safely outdoors without the fear of being bombed. Childhood experiences such as outdoor play allow children to develop holistically, developing problem solving and investigation skills, freedom, creativity and many more (Giardiello, 2014). Unfortunately, children in Syria are experiencing a very different care free childhood (Phillips, 2016). 
Similarly, Public Health Wales (2016) states that’s adverse childhood experiences, such as experiencing growing up in war zones, poverty, abuse or neglect can have devastating impacts to a child’s development and over all wellbeing. This not only affects a child during the experiences but also throughout adult life. Low mental health has been linked to poor childhood experiences and within Wales, the government states that importance of Wales to prevent adverse childhood experiences from occurring by offering, prevention, education and support programmes (Public Health Wales, 2016). However, children in Syria are not receiving support when going through ACE’s to help protect their holistic development. 
Furthermore, within Wales the Equality Act 2010 promotes the importance of individuals within Wales to be treated equally and their protected characteristics secured. By having such acts within Wales anyone who prohibits the equality act can become imprisoned. This allows equality to be implemented throughout society (National Archives, 2010). However, within Syria although government laws state it promotes equality, evidence suggests a vast amount of neglect to its own people and children. The Human Rights Act 1998, states that all human being’s have the right to be heard (National Archives, 1998). Within Wales, freedom of speech for both adults and children is highly valued in the shaping of its society. However, within in Syria if adults and children disagree with the president and its government, their basic human rights such as, freedom, education, health and life can be taken away (Birrell, 2011). 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (2010) sets out the appropriate rights from children and young people. All governments including Wales and Syria must take responsibility in protecting their children through international agreements effecting children’s health and well-being (UNICEF, 2018). In 1992 the convention arose with the aim to protect each child of their basic human rights. The UNCRC is made up of 54 articles all relevant that impact a child’s health and well-being. 
UNCIEF fights for children to be seen as citizens, including the right to an education, health care, shelter, water and sanitation (UNESCO, 2007). However, approximately 60% of the world’s children are still denied these basic rights within everyday life (Gordon et al., 2003). Even in today’s society the year of 2018 these figures taken in 2003 still remain the same. Therefore, it is extremely important that services such as UNICEF, society and governments continue to promote and overcome child neglect (Yelland, 2010). Furthermore, although all countries state the UNCRC has been imbedded throughout government policy except for the United States, the evidence of the crisis within Syria argues a very different outlook on the basic rights of children (UNCRC, 2018). Save the children (2002) also stresses the importance of governments and policies being made to be child friendly in-order to protect the children and their rights. Wright (2015) also suggest children should have the opportunity to develop holistically through an appropriate, safe childhood. 
According to Save the Children (2017) statistics suggests that more than 5.3 million children need international help in-order to prevent further damage to their health and wellbeing. Syria has been labelled the most dangerous country in the universe to a be a child in 2018. The violation of children’s rights continues including “killing, maiming, sexual violence, abduction, recruitment into combat, attacks on schools and hospitals, and denial of humanitarian access” (Save the Children, 2017: 1). All these devastating factors are re-defining what it means to be a child in Syria. In comparison to Wales, childhood experiences are very different as children have government hierarchies to protect them (Yelland, 2010). 
In addition, all 54 articles of the UNCRC have been violated within Syria (UNICEF, 2018). Article 3 states all actions regarding children, must consider the best interests of the child. According to Larkin (2014) five and half million children have been affected by the conflict, and the numbers continue to increase. Many children, have suffered ill health, and abuse causing negative impacts to brain development. Without efficient brain development this impacts a child’s ability to develop holistically. However, within Wales all government decisions must follow the UNCRC to avoid persecution (National Archives, 2008). Article 37 states children are not allowed to be punished in a cruel or harmful way, or imprisoned with adults (UNCIEF, 2018). Wales also have legislative acts in place to support children free of abuse such as the Children’s Act 2004 to safeguard children and young people (National Archives, 2004). However, children in Syria have been detained for peaceful protests, freedom of speech, things that are not recognised as crimes under Syrian law (Security Council Report, 2018). However, Wales emphasises the importance of the child’s voice and right to be heard (Department for Children, Education and Lifelong Learning and Skills , 2015). 
Taking away a child’s right to be heard can impact their health, and wellbeing enormously. Allowing children to feel powerless, this can cause lack of confidence, communication and ability to succeed (Save the Children, 2002). Also, making children more accepting to abuse as they may feel their voice will not be heard (Wood, 2008). This also impacts children’s prospects. According to, Loeber et al. (2003) children with low self-esteem are susceptible to mental health issues, which effects their future in developing relationships and career prospects. 
Furthermore, the inspirational UNCIEF document continues to be developed (Freeman, 2000). The UN committee suggests that children should be educated from a young age their basic services, right to protection and provision from as young as pre-school (UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, 2005). However, countries such as Syria in war zones, early intervention programmes similarly to Flying Start do not exist, as it is a relatively new phenomenon and they have been through a civil war since 2011 (Berlinski, et al., 2007). Within Wales, many government legislations, initiatives and policies have been put in place to create a better future for children and educating them about their rights, with the hope to create strong, sustainable and global citizens (Thomas and Lewis, 2016). 
The Future Generation Wales Act, Flying Start, Families First and The Social Services Well-being Act, all provide guidelines and requirements of the support children should receive. Flying Start fully came into place in 2008, which has since been revised in 2015 (DCELLS, 2015). Flying Start aims to give children living in deprived areas a ‘flying start in life’ with great multi-agency links to provide support, education and enjoyment (Thomas and Lewis, 2016). This impacts a child’s development as children who live in safe environments with good standards of education are more likely to have increased health and wellbeing (Miller and Pound, 2011). Syrian children who don’t have access to basic sanitation, health, food and water let alone education. Syrian children are more likely to suffer mental health issues such as depression and deprivation of a standard childhood (Save the Children, 2017). Such deprivation also impacts a child’s social development as they don’t have places such as play parks, where their communication skills can be enhanced as well as physical health and wellbeing. 
However, education in Syria has changed dramatically over the past 7 years, prior to the civil war Syrian people had access to a good standard or education, schools and health care similar to Wales (Phillips, 2016). Evidently due to the civil war children no long have access to a safe education (Save the Children, 2017). Many schools have been destroyed due to explosions, killing many innocent children (Security Council Report, 2018). This impacts a child’s development as lack of education, impacts brain stimulation, social interaction with others and ability to progress in the future such as job opportunities. Therefore, children are less likely to receive great education prospects as the war continues (Birrell, 2011).
According to Loeber et al. (2003) children who participate in early intervention programmes compared to those who don’t, are less likely to receive an education and future career prospects or even delinquency. Within Wales, children are fortunate to receive what is argued one of the best education systems within the United Kingdom as a child’s rights and needs are at the heart of the curriculum (Thomas and Lewis, 2016). However, within Syria entire schools have been demolished and destroyed, due to the war. Article 28 of the UNCRC states children have the right to an education. This right has been violated according to Larkin (2014) over four thousand schools have been destroyed leaving more than 50% of Syrian refugee children without an education. 
In comparison factors such as health care also impact a child’s development. Within Wales, children and adults have access to a high standard of free health care, regardless of any culture differences (NHS Wales, 2016). By children having the access to medication and treatment this enables them to develop a healthy lifestyle. Also, giving them opportunities to succeed in life as they are healthy, without appropriate and efficient health care when a child becomes ill they are less likely to survive (NHS Wales, 2016). However, within Syria many hospitals have been destroyed leaving thousands of injured, and ill health children left to die (Phillips, 2016). 
A high standard of health care in Wales is also promote by The Well Being Future Generations Wales Act, 2015. Which state the importance of Wales improving all factors that impact a child’s development. Enabling a much more equal Wales to allow children to reach their full potential (Welsh Government, 2016). Sadly, Syrian children and families no longer have government policies that ensure and provide adequate health care (Phillips, 2016). Many parts of Syria have become cut off from the outside world, meaning many foods and health care products no longer enter, making it impossible for children to survive (BBC News, 2016). Without an efficient diet this results in children becoming malnourished, impacting their holistic development and ability for their bodies and brains to grow (Miller and Pound, 2011). 
Article 24 states children have the right to receive a high standard of health care, facilities and treatment (UNICEF, 2018). However, within Syria 60% of hospitals have been destroyed. Resulting in children suffering from malnourishment, which continues to increase even resulting in death (Phillips, 2016). Not only are children’s rights being violated, but their innocence’s and childhood continues to be taken away. Medical reports from Syria also state children have suffered many injuries inflicted by war resulting in permanent disabilities. Without access to health care children with disabilities will struggle even more. However, within Wales many charities, education and health care systems support children with disabilities enabling them to create a bright future (National Archives, 2004). Reports also suggest that medical staff that help and treat injured children are being punished for doing so (Phillips, 2016). In comparison to Wales many medical staff are viewed as the heroes of the NHS (NHS, Wales, 2016). 
Poor health continues to rise in Syria, children and families are forced to drink from polluted wells, eating rotten foods and leaves (Phillips, 2016). Many medical centres that are left lack basic sterile conditions according to (UNICEF, 2018). Immunisation rates have fallen from 99% in 2011 to 52% in just a year (Philips, 2016). Article 27 of the UNCRC also states children have the right to a basic standard of living in-order to develop holistically (UNICEF, 2018). Between 2011 and 2013 more than 37 thousand babies were born, and the number of refugees has risen to 1.2 million. Many do not have homes and there are almost 3 million displaced children in Syria due to the civil war (Phillips, 2016). In comparison to Wales, if children are without parents they still receive adequate living conditions through government services such as children’s homes which ensure children are kept safe and healthy. 
To conclude, many factors impact a child’s development including their environment. Many children within Wales, have access to their basic human rights. The Welsh Assembly Government also ensure frameworks are implemented through advocates for children, policy and practice (Welsh Government, 2016). Unfortunately, for many Syrian children the government has failed to protect their rights. Resulting in devasting impacts to a child’s childhood experience and development (Save the Children, 2017). If a child is born into such turmoil their prospects are limited if no change by government is made. According to Waller (2014) children all over the world experience very different childhoods, which is highly influential to their development. Sadly, the lives of Syrian children are very different to those who live in Wales. 
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