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Something I found extremely interesting about today’s lecture was seeing that the conduct books that were often followed by women, later influenced the appearance of the novels that were produced in the 18th century. I found it really interesting that women found these important and useful although I now understand why this was the case (as they showed upper class standards that would help working class women shift in to the upper class).

After today’s lecture, I realised that the idea of the ‘closet’ was more significant than what I originally realised. Although I knew that the closet was a safe space for Pamela to write, I found that sharing ideas with the group allowed me to think about different ideas. For example, Pamela used the closet as a safe and calm space to write but it was often intruded and became unsafe for her. I find the whole idea of Pamela being imprisoned very interesting as it showed that everyone in the house used the closet in a different way and for a different use.

I also very much enjoy the language that is used in the novel of Pamela. It’s very nice to see that although Pamela speaks as an aristocrat at the beginning of the novel and wears the same clothing as them, she begins to reveal her true self at the end of the novel by using different language. She is still wearing the same clothing, but stands up for herself and uses less flowery language at the end of the novel. Mr B then begins to use the same language as Pamela which suggests that although Mr B is supposed to be a powerful character, she managed to construct the way that he speaks at the end of the novel.

Although Pamela’s letters were written and read by everyone, she knew this and managed to slowly use a coded language which enabled her to indirectly manipulate Mr B and the way that he viewed her letters. She knew that Mr B had access to her letters if he wanted them and therefore was able to be careful about what she wrote within the letters.
