SJS1 4012 (Ass 1) Student Number: 1086352
Describe the development of policy and legislation for ONE of the following groups since 1945: age, race, religion or belief.
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In this essay I will be looking in depth at all policies that have effected children and young adults age 0-18 from 1945- Current. Furthermore I will explain where possible how each policy has changed things for children and I will find the key points. I have chosen the 12 acts below because I feel they change the way that authorities have treated children and young adults and I will highlight the importance of each development. The acts below have all been created and developed with child safety and wellbeing as the foundation. 
In 1948 the Universal Declaration of human rights was created. This followed on from the United Nations being created in 1945. This all came as a result of the Second World War as it was realised that there was a strong need for a piece of legislation that set out the rights and freedoms people all over the world were entitled to. This is an extremely important piece of legislation as it is the foundation piece. The Declaration ensured that all people are treated equally and also made sure that everyone is held to the same standards regardless of age. Article 1 simply states “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” This does not alter as a person progresses from childhood through to seniority. The declaration ensured that all people were treated as equals which was a huge progression as it prevented people from being penalised for reasons such as age and race. 
In 1948 a 13 year old boy named Dennis O’Neill was killed by his foster father which sparked a huge inquiry into the way that authorities had monitored the placement and showed up huge lacking’s from the local authorities. This led to the Parliamentary Care of Children Committee being created.  These were both key events that lead to the development of the 1948 Children’s Act. This Act spelled out clearly who was responsible for each role when looking after children. It made sure that the authority had strict regulations to stick to such as ensuring that the local authority “keep the child in their care so long as the welfare of the child appears to them to require it and the child has not attained the age of eighteen.” This made sure that children’s safety was monitored closely as they progressed from childhood to adulthood with the intention of preventing children from suffering at any age. This was a big step in how foster placements were monitored. 
In 1968 the Social Work Act came into play. This act required that local councils in Scotland should assess a person’s needs and put into place any care or community help that was needed. This will have revolutionised how aid was delivered to those in need as it became available to all ages. Furthermore it changed how people of all ages were aided as it ensured that help was assessed via the person’s actual needs and their personal preferences rather than a generic band that people had to fit into to.  This made care and support much more accessible.
Following on from this in 1970 the Local Authority Social Services Act was developed. This act altered how social services departments worked and it brought them all together under one branch unifying them. This also made each local authority put a social services committee together who in turn were gives the responsibilities of looking after people’s welfare. This meant there was a specified department that was in place to support the local authority and that there were trained professionals who could deal with everything necessary to support everyone across the age ranges. This act changed how departments worked with each age range with children and adult departments being developed. This also meant as they were all unified they could work together to support people in the best way possible and it ensured that there was a larger team who could work out solutions where necessary. 
In 1974 Area Child Protection Committees (ACPCs) were developed. Sadly as seen above with Dennis O’Neill this change came from Maria Cowell being killed by her stepfather which in turn showed a significant lack of teamwork, monitoring and unification from child services. ACPCs were put into place to try and prevent such lacking in communications happening again as children were suffering due to the severe lack in conversation. An ACPC works together to work on the improvement of general procedures and policies followed as well as ensuring that the communication lines remain open when dealing with children aged 0-18. This is essential to prevent such failures from child protective services and to encourage the constant development of “protection policies, procedures and protocols.” (Proceduresonline.com, 2018) This was intended to protect all children and young adults as much as possible and is thus an extremely important committee as it brought a new way for childhood to be treated with the level of importance that it should be. This is a key part of an adult’s life and thus ACPC’s aided the healthy and happy upbringing of children that in turn can progress through their life securely. 
In 1991 it was decided that ACPC’s were the team that had the responsibility of investigating if procedures had been followed correctly in regards a child’s death if abuse was suspected or had been proven. This was decided in the Working Together under the Children Act which was created in 1991 in England. This act also created a way for ACPC’s to efficiently follow a review known as part eight review that was simply created to discover if all correct protection procedures were followed and all correct policies were enacted.
As mentioned above the Children’s act was established in 1948. However in 1989 the act was further developed to redefine its terms and how child welfare should be acted upon. Similar to the act in 1948 it makes clear that whoever is the guardian of the child is completely responsible for their wellbeing. It also strongly reinforces the importance that the most important feature of any case it is that the welfare of the child is the most important factor. An important factor is also that this act stated that “wherever possible, children should be brought up and cared for within their own families” (Saferchildrenyork.org.uk, 2018) This is extremely important is it meant that unless completely necessary children of varying ages (0-18) weren’t being rehomed or taken away from their families. Furthermore this act ensured that each child was considered individually and the focus was on their needs rather than the parents or the local authorities. This showed a great change in how important children’s needs were considered as their preferences were finally beginning to be acknowledged. This is key as this would affect children of all ages. This gave children more power and allowed them to some extent take charge of their future. 
Also in 1989 governments began to recognise a worldwide need for universal child protection and child rights. As a result of this the Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was created. This was an extremely important moment in child rights history as for the first time there was a worldwide agreement on what a child was entitled to and what their rights were.  This was considered “one of the nine core UN human rights treaties” (Wessexlmcs.com, 2018)This is an incredibly important piece of legislation as it created protection for children ages 0-18 and it showed a recognition that child rights are universally important. Furthermore this established the ideology that children’s rights would be protected free of discrimination and free of judgement in regards of familial background. This is a big change for children worldwide as it provided a foundation for child protective services to base themselves off worldwide. 
In 1995 Scotland decided to create a The Children Act which encompassed all the rights of the child into their policies. This is a corner stone of the legal procedures and policies that are followed in Scotland. This act ensured that children aged 0-18 would have input on the legal decisions that were made where possible. This is extremely similar to the Children Act of 1989 in the fact that the principle focus is on the child’s welfare and views. This was an important moment in Scottish history as it redefined how children were homed and treated. It also altered how the local authorities treated each case and prevented them from placing children into easy categories. It promotes parents having responsibility for their child where practical and safe and allows the child to use their power within to speak up and explain what they want from their life. This is incredibly important as it gives the child or young adult a say in where their life goes. 
In 1998 the Human Rights Act was established in the UK.  This was created by adopting the rights found in the human rights section in the European Convention. However it didn’t come into force until 2000. This set out all of the rights and freedom that people are allowed. These are broken down in 14 articles each of which covers different topics. This also meant that people in the UK could take human rights breaches to court in the UK for the first time. The Human Rights Act protects everyone in the UK regardless of age, race or citizenship. This means that people of all ages are protected and by law have to be treated to a certain standard and should have the same rights regardless of if they are 21 or 90. This a huge step in preventing ageism in work places and day to day life. 
In 2000 the 1999 Protection of Children Act (PoCA) came into place. This was created to prevent the risk and threat of paedophiles working with young adults and children. Through this act all childcare in situations and organisations across wales and England have to report anyone who has harmed or is at risk of harming children to the department of health. This in turns puts the named individual onto the PoCA list. This is a crucial act as it prevent children from being exposed to those who are out to cause them harm. It also means that paedophiles are on known list so they cannot gain access to commit any atrocities again and where possible removes the temptation. This helps to keep young people safe and allows parents to put their trust in childcare. This is also in place for teachers to be checked against.
In 2004 the 1989 Children’s Act was updated to reinforce the guidelines and to update outdated procedures.  In this act it was stated that it was the role of agencies to improve a child’s wellbeing and to ensure they are giving them everything possible. Furthermore it was stated that local authorities must promote working with the parents and siblings of a child to improve a child’s overall wellbeing. This act also states that children must be supported up until the age of 20 if they have been looked after by an authority since the age of 16. This is incredibly important as previously young adults would have been left to their own volition from the age of 18 whereas through this they are supported if they so require. It was also reinforced that when making decisions about a child’s wellbeing the authorities must “ascertain the wishes and feelings of children.” (Gpnotebook.co.uk, 2018) This in turn makes the child feel informed and allows authorities to understand the situation from the child’s perspective. This allows for an easier transition where possible. 
The Equality Act of 2010 brought together more than 116 various pieces of legislation all together into one act. This has created a legal foundation as a step towards equality for everyone. Although not directly related to child policies and legislations this does effect young adults and those with disabilities. This act ensures that young adults receive fair pay and that they are not discriminated because of their sex. Furthermore it prevents employers from discriminating against someone with disabilities allowing more young people to step into the world of work. 
Finally in 2016 the Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 came into place in Wales. This completely transformed the way that social services work to provide the correct care and support. Furthermore it simply spells out how social services should treat each case individually and made assessment processes simpler making them more appropriate for the varying age groups. This act is very complex but it simply made support and advice more reachable. This act changed the way that carers, young people and adults can request the support they need and made process universally accessible. 
In conclusion, as outlined above there are at least 12 policies and legislations that have changed the way young people and children are treated. I believe all of the above are of equal importance as each has changed things significantly for children. Almost all policies have children’s wellbeing and safeguarding at the forefront of their focus and they are all aimed at creating a better world for children to grow up in and to aid their development. This shows the importance of a child’s formative years and how throughout the years from 1945 to now there has been constant improvement on how children are assessed and taken care of.  There has been a continuous focus on ensuring that children are kept safe and allowed freedom of expression where possible and I believe that is something that needs to continue. Interestingly acts such as the Children’s Act 2004 were updated over the years, this shows that as time has progressed authorities have been finding better ways to treat children and to ensure that wellbeing is the focus. This is definitely more prevalent in the more recent acts. I believe the next big step in legislative terms should be making sure that social workers lighter caseloads which in turn will allow them to work more closely which the child or young adult. This would create more success cases and would make sure that more children are being empowered and not shut down because of who they are. In time this would inspire more children to speak up for themselves and to voice exactly what they want as they would have a better relationship with their social worker. This would be a great step in policies regarding age as it would mean throughout their lives those young adults would have the confidence to speak up and ask for help resulting in less ruined life’s, damaged or broken  families and imprisonment. 
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