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In my experience, I have received feedback from my lecturers entirely through Turnitin, after my work has been marked. It ranges from praising to offering constructive critique, usually of my structuring, referencing and grammar. I have had ongoing issues with where to correctly use a semicolon, and I mix American and British spellings often, due to my trans-Atlantic upbringing. I have, on multiple occasions, received positive feedback for having a clear authorial voice, and arguing my points strongly and with good evidence, though I have also been repeatedly critiqued on failing to link my arguments together between paragraphs. In one essay, I did not use any references, as I was not aware of if they were necessary in an analysis of a single piece of writing. It has been made clear to me through feedback that this is necessary. Additionally, in early essays, I repeatedly used an inaccurate form of MHRA referencing, which I have cleaned up using the referencing handbooks the university offers. Feedback is clearly an important part of the learning process. Without receiving feedback on work, said work will consistently be flawed in the same ways, or not improve. In my foundation year, I have come in with minimal experience with formal academic writing, and the feedback I have received has been instrumental in my ability to write, format and plan work to an academic standard; therefore, the feedback I have received has been extremely helpful and necessary for my future university work. Many issues I’ve had are either grammatical or procedural, and which I can fix by sticking closely to the handbook’s referencing style guide and proofreading my writing to ensure I only use semicolons on linked sentences. The most important lessons I have learned from this feedback are to ask if I do not know how to do something, instead of doing it improvisationally and incorrectly, and to thoroughly proofread to ensure my arguments are coherently linked, as well as to avoid basic grammatical and punctuational errors.
