[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderFirstPage] 

[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderEvenPages] 


[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderPrimary] 

Analysis of results
Student ID – 1816144
James Rees
Cohort 01/19 

AN INVESTIGATION IN TO THE RISE OF DOMESTIC ABUSE CASES POLICE ARE RESPONDING TO IN THE SWANSEA & NEATH PORT TALBOT AREA IN THE LAST 18 MONTHS

During this investigation, my primary aim is to establish whether or not there has been a rise of Domestic violence in my chosen localities. I chose this as I did not believe that there had been any research or collection of information about this and this to some people is a major part of their life and to persons like myself this is my day to day career dealing with these matters. 
I made this decision knowing that with the narrowing down of my parameters, I might be faced with a lack of information that is available to the public and not in breach of data protection. I chose as my primary research to utilise a self-constructed survey which I would send to serving Police officers in my chosen areas, these officers are not just constables but a number of sergeants and inspectors, they range from young in service to 20+ years which gives me a wide variety of opinion. I am aware that this focuses entirely on the Police aspect of the matter but I will be utilising secondary research which comes from a variety of sources such as online and journals to provide more information from different areas. 
My intention is to form graphs based on the answers given in the survey, this will collate all the relevant information provided in my survey questions and make it easier for the reader to digest and for quick reference. These graphs will be in a pie chart format as I believe with the most relevant answers given will make it easier to view the answer as to whether there has been a rise, I believe that by putting it into a pie chart format that this will also show how much difference there is in the answer such as if there has been significant rise in officers opinion then this would show, but if the question does not show an increase of much or not at all then this would be shown. 

The research has been conducted in relation to a concern about the lack of information about this subject, the results of the research conducted as said above have been conducted via the survey, this research whilst opinion based gives a good grounding as primary research, this will then be joined with secondary research sources. The primary research in my belief stands out as it gives a clear indication of the results. 

The survey I conduced was intended for officers who are currently front line based or had been in the past, they range from constables to inspectors. I chose this range of ranks as I am aware that some of the officers I have surveyed, have recently returned to operational public facing policing following promotions or moving from departments, this to me provided a varied pool of both experience and frontline knowledge. 
The results from the most important questions are going to be displayed in pie charts below, the first question being :

Do you think there has been a rise in domestic abuse since becoming a Police officer?

The above chart is from 20 responses out of 68 who had been sent the survey. The question asked whilst not pertinent to my original question was included to help provide some background in relation to Police officers views on Domestic Violence, whilst quote vague it helps to provide a basis from which to start with. As you can see in the graph that 65 % of the 20 surveyed believe that there has been an overall rise in the amount of Domestic abuse since they started as a Police officer, to sample but a few answers on the survey in relation to the service of officers they range from 2 years of service up to 29 years of service. This question was included as I believe that it gives a good grounding to the investigation I am conducting in that Police officers think that there has been a rise in the amount of domestic abuse. This was also followed up with an additional question in relation to any reason for the rise?
Officers have responded with answers such as:
People are more aware 
More focus and publicity so victim are more confident in reporting these matters. More support for victims 
Whilst still under reported, DV is more likely to be reported now as the issue is becoming more highlighted in the media and awareness is increasing. 

I put this follow up question in the survey to give more depth into the officers belief behind the rise of domestic abuse, whist this is just a snapshot of the 20 answers given, the general belief from officers surveyed is that the rise of domestic abuse is due to the whole issue of Domestic violence is now more publicised compared to previously when it was seen as a taboo subject and one that is kept indoors.  (The Silent Abuse-, 2021)



The next chart is a on the question
Since the Covid-19 lockdown, Do you feel that there has been a rise in the amount of domestic violence calls/reports?


This question was again answered by 20 recipients, the answers given to this question were initially a surprise to me as I believed that the opinion was that there had been a significant rise but the data collected shows that whilst the majority believe that there has been a rise, this is not an overwhelming majority. This answers my main investigation question somewhat with the majority believing that there has been a rise of domestic abuse incidents with others not believing this in the case followed by a small number who do not think there has been any change in the amount reported or responded to. 
This question was again proceeded by a follow up question asking for a brief explanation of the answer given. Officers responded by saying:
People have been locked up with each other with nowhere to go which has escalated the situation
Due to person being in lockdown together which can adversely impact relationships 
I feel that the usual domestic incidents arise from alcohol and drugs and are usually at a property, during lockdown people were still able to drink and get hold of drugs at home so the domestic incidents remained the same level.
Survivors not having an ‘escape’ route from their partners have encouraged earlier reporting
These are just a selection of the answers given but each have a differing opinion which is to be expected as not every will be signing from the same hymn sheet, this is a good thing as it gives a varied opinion and whilst this is not going to provide an overwhelming answer to my investigation it is important to have balance. 
My final question to officers was
Since the removal of restrictions, have there been an increase in calls relating to domestic abuse?


This was the final question in which I could produce a pie chart listing the results, These results also were a surprise to me with a major majority believing that since the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, there has been no increase in the officers opinion. This clearly shows that 70% of the 20 officers do not believe that there has been any sort of increase in domestic violence incidents since the ceasing of lockdown measures. 
I asked officers a follow up question for them to explain their answer given to add further depth to the answer and officers replied with the following:
Since the removal of restrictions there has been an increase in violent crime but not necessarily domestic abuse 
People have been locked up with each other and with nowhere to go this has escalated the issue
Due the relaxation of freedom of movement after lockdown
I have not noticed any change, it has returned to how it was before. 

These answers give me a further insight into the officer’s opinions and thoughts on the matter, these are but a snippet of the 20 answers given and give an individual insight into the matter. 

All the answers given by officers provide an look into individual opinions on the matter as that is what the survey shows, it is just opinion and based on perceptions and experiences, the data collected is not from official data sources but human beings on the front line of policing. It shows the difference in opinion and experiences by the officers surveyed and whilst I would have liked more participation to give my collected information more depth and potential to provide different answers, I have to stick with what I have been provided.
I believe that the answers provided give me enough grounding to move toward my findings and conclusions. The answers that this primary research has produced are enough of a basis to form a conclusion without going into too much detail. 
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Overall rise 	
Yes	No	0.65	0.35	


Covid-19 DV Rise	
Yes	No	No change	0.5	0.1	0.4	


Restrictions lifted 	
Increase	Decrease	Remained the same	0.2	0.1	0.7	
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