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Introduction 

This report's objective is to identify a community and provide a summary of its traits and nature , the Community of Lewisham is a London borough in south-east London and  it forms part of Inner London with a population of 305 , 845 people , that is equivalent of 0,5% of England population (Lewisham , 2021 ) . The major goal of the paper is to highlight two different development initiatives within my target community , I will examine poverty and housing crisis , and I'll look at the strategies employed to convey this information. This will also address the issues for which a respectable amount of work has been devoted, including campaigns and technological innovation projects.


Demographic of Lewisham 

With 305,309 residents, Lewisham makes up 0.5% of England's total population of 56,550,138. When ranking London boroughs in England by total population, Lewisham comes in at number 14 (out of 33) (Lewisham , 2021 ) .Compared to England's current population growth rate of 0.47%, Lewisham's population growth rate of -0.17% is 0.64% lower. In terms of the population growth rate, Lewisham is the 28th out of 33 London boroughs in England (Lewisham , 2021 ) 
Lewisham has a population density of 8,686 per km2, which is 8,252 more than England's 434 per km2. When ranking London Boroughs in England by population density, Lewisham comes in at number 13 (out of 33 total ) (Lewisham , 2021 ) . The most recent 2020 census shows that white people make up 53.5% of Lewisham's population, with non-white minorities making up the remaining 46.5% with a black community made up 27.2% of the population of Lewisham, making them the largest minority group (Varbes , 2021 ) .
The percentage of white people in England is 85.4%. 3.5% of people are Black, while 7.8% are Asian (Varbes 2021 ). Christians make up 52.8% of the population in Lewisham, as of the most recent census in 2011, which was conducted.

There are 17,759 Muslims in Lewisham, or 5.8% of the total population.  In comparison to England as a whole, 59% of people in England identify as Christians, 5% as Muslims, 2% as Hindus, and about 1% each as Buddhists, Sikhs, or Jews. The remainder is made up of both nonreligious people and those who made the decision not to declare their faith (Varbes , 2021 ) .


Issues Faced within the community 
Lewisham is a prosperous, inclusive, and diverse inner-city borough of London. The borough features great primary and improving secondary schools, lovely residential neighbourhoods, efficient transportation to the rest of London, and a vibrant voluntary and community sector (Lewisham , 2017).
With a vibrant and diverse population, Lewisham is a terrific place to call home. Thousands of people live in poverty in Lewisham despite it being a neighbourhood in the centre of London and close to one of the richest cities in the world (Lewisham , 2017) .
There is a tonne of proof of the harm that poverty does. We are aware that child poverty keeps children from reaching their full potential and is linked to inferior educational success. We are aware that a shorter life expectancy and poor physical and mental health are both related to poverty. We are aware that poverty frequently crosses generations, with those who experience it as children being more likely to experience it in later life. And we know that the cause of poverty is great inequality, with significant wealth beside it (Lewisham , 2017 ) .
 But despite all the efforts, Lewisham's poverty rate is consistently high. This tend to get worse . London's poverty is a result of the government's failure to address the housing situation. Their decision to freeze benefits has directly increased poverty for both those who are unable to work and those who do work for low wages. Additionally, the Government's significant funding cuts to Lewisham Council restrict what we can do to combat poverty. Numerous studies have shown how poverty has a negative effect on people's lives (Lewisham , 2017 ).
Poor mental and physical health outcomes have been linked to lower income, income inequality, unemployment, and unaffordable housing.
Numerous features of living in poverty, including debt, a decline in household income, or unemployment, have been associated to stress, anxiety, depression, substance use disorders, and mild psychiatric illnesses. According to several research, those without work have a two to three times higher chance of dying by suicide  (Lewisham , 2017 ) .
Additionally, people in low-paying, insecure occupations are more likely to experience stress, and depression has been closely linked to job insecurity.
The 20 local authorities in the nation with the highest rates of child poverty include Lewisham. 28 Young people's life chances are directly impacted by child poverty, which lowers their chances of graduating from high school and finding stable employment in the future. A wide range of health-harming effects, including negative long-term social and psychological implications, are also linked to child poverty. Children's potential and development are constrained by the poor health associated with poverty, which reduces their chances of having a successful adult life (Lewisham , 2017 ).
In Lewisham the percentages of housing crisis is very large , the applications to have house have risen dramatically in recent years , and the number of house that the council has available does not reach for the number of people who make the applications . The waiting list sometimes gets to be years of waiting, some people are not lucky and end up going for private renting (News shopper , 2021 ). 
Over 10,000 households are currently listed on the Lewisham Council housing registry. Applicants may have to wait a very long period for Lewisham council accommodation as a result of the strong demand. Those who are deemed to have a lower priority need for housing or who want homes with 3, 4, or 5 bedrooms may have to wait anywhere between 10 and 20 years. However, housing might be granted to high priority cases who need smaller dwellings in 6 to 12 months ( My social housing , 2021 ) .
Many of the people who get a council house are sent out of their borough, this is because there is not enough house in the borough to accommodate all residents , this creates a very big impact for people who have to leave their work , schools ,friends and families to move to other cities , this creates many mental problems such as anxiety , fast among others . Lewisham Council sent at least one individual in need of housing to live in Huntingdonshire (News shopper , 2021 ) .
Others were dispatched to cities in the home counties, such as Bedford in Bedfordshire and Stevenage in Hertfordshire, which are hours distant from the South London borough (News Shopper , 2021 ).



Theory / Policies and legislations 
Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory is one of the many more accepted and explained theories that exist about the influence of social environments on human development. This theory argues that the environment you grow up as a big effect on your life when growing up . This factors can include social , the way each individual think , the emotions , feelings and likes and dislikes  (Scu.edu , 2019 ) .
With this theory we learn that the behaviour and development of the child is not 100% coming from the parents, there are several factors that contribute to the development of a child. The first version that children have are from their parents and the people around them, if a child grows up in an aggressive environment when he or she is an adult it tends to be the same, the surrounding environment is fundamental for the development of a child as well ( Sdu.edu . 2019) .
Many of the people who are in the situation of poverty and housing crisis in Lewisham are people from minority groups manly are Africans, Asians, Mixed, Indian etc. These people came from a different background , and when they come to UK they face  different laws and policies , everything is different and the lifestyle ( Sdu.edu , 2019).
Many come with their beliefs , and religions and when children are born in the UK they tend to pass on their beliefs and religion for kids . As kids growing up in different country and environment, they learn other things, other beliefs, other religions, and they discover things that maybe parents didn’t believe or teach them , this all affects the child as an adult, in a good or bad way (Sdu.edu , 2019 ) .
Housing association Act 1985
Since local governments are public entities, the law requires them to develop a plan for racial equality. In England, local authorities frequently hire outside firms to manage their housing instead of doing it themselves. However, they ought to operate in the same manner as if they were the local government (CIH , 2020 ).
Housing associations, which provide housing for those in need and are expected to have equity programmes in place, are independent organisations that are regulated and frequently subsidised by the government (CIH , 2020 ) . 
Legislation restricts local governments' ability to add individuals to housing waiting lists or allocation plans. They must manage programmes that allow homeless persons access to emergency and transitional housing and give them some priority however, eligibility for these services is also limited, particularly in housing (CIH , 2020). 
Housing associations are independent organisations that must make decisions in accordance with the law and their own regulations when choosing who will receive housing on their own . These guidelines shouldn't engage in any direct or indirect discrimination against candidates (Legislation.co.uk ).
 The child poverty act 2010 (legislation,co.uk ).
Children and Families Act 2014 (Lesgilation.co.uk )	
These acts were made for families and children that are  more vulnerable . With these acts it is possible to combat poverty and help the children who need it most and guarantee that they have essential things to live on , guaranteeing education , housing , food and the right to benefits . These acts are made to tackle poverty in minority groups  (Gov.uk ) .
The Children and Families Act is all about improving services for children who are at risk, showing the government's steadfast commitment to giving every kid, regardless of where they come from in life, an equal opportunity to succeed (Gov.uk). 



Recommendations 

· One of the main reasons of poverty is unemployment and low paid jobs , so boosting the wages and low cost of living would help tackle Poverty 
· Create a solid benefit scheme; having a group of people in the community who help people in need and with more difficulty to know their rights (JRF , 2022 ) .
· enhancing both the educational system and the abilities that pupils learn (JRF , 2022). 
· Strengthening individuals and communities as a whole (Laura R , 2019 ) .
· encouraging long-term economic growth that will benefit the entire population (Laura R , 2019). 
· To end or reduce the housing crisis the government must build new houses and affordable
· Reducing property taxes and mortgages 
· Helping tenants that struggles to pay they rents (Moxie , 2022 ) .
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