“Google Suggest” style AJAX example
1. Use form to allow the user to enter some letters. Take this content from the form into a Javascript function (onkeyup)

<html>

<head>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

function suggest()

{

content=document.myform.searchvalue.value;

alert(content);

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

<body>

<form action="" name="myform">

<input type="text" name="searchvalue" onkeyup="javascript:suggest()">

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

</form>

</body>
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2. Prepare PHP to return possibilities:
<?

include("conninfo.php");

$find=$_GET["tosearch"];

$query=mysql_query("SELECT * FROM studentlist WHERE surname like '$find%' ORDER BY surname");

if (mysql_num_rows($query)>0)

{

  while($r=mysql_fetch_array($query))

  {

  echo $r["surname"]."<br>";

  }

}

else

{

echo "None";

}

?>
3. Add AJAX functionality:
<html>

<head>

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript">

<!--

function suggest()

{

content=document.myform.searchvalue.value

  var xmlHttp;

  try

    {

     // Firefox, Opera 8.0+, Safari

     xmlHttp=new XMLHttpRequest();

    }

  catch (e)

    {

// Internet Explorer

    try

      {

      xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Msxml2.XMLHTTP");

      }

    catch (e)

      {

      try

        {

        xmlHttp=new ActiveXObject("Microsoft.XMLHTTP");

        }

      catch (e)

        {

        alert("Your browser does not support AJAX!");

        return false;

        }

      }

    }

    xmlHttp.onreadystatechange=function()

      {

      if(xmlHttp.readyState==4)

        {

        possibles.innerHTML=xmlHttp.responseText;//reprint text on screen

        }

      }

var url="showpossibles.php?tosearch="+content;

 xmlHttp.open("GET",url,true);

    xmlHttp.send(null);

}

//-->

</script>

</head>

<body>

<form action="Go to PHP page" name="myform">

<input type="text" name="searchvalue" onkeyup="javascript:suggest()">

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

</form>

<span id="possibles">

</span>

</body>
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