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Task 1 – Rationale 

I have chosen the story book Cyfres Babs a Benja – Y Blwch Hud to read with my year four class.  The reason I have chosen this particular book is I thought it would challenge the children and extend their knowledge and vocabulary of different places using the Welsh Language.  The learning objective which was taken from the Key Stage 2 Welsh Programme of Study for this task was for the children to ‘accurately identify the main points and supporting information in texts’.  The Literacy and Numeracy part of the task which was taken from the framework was for the children to ‘consider what they read/view, responding orally and in writing to the ideas, language, tone and presentation/organisation.  The main focus of this story is look at the sentence pattern Ble mae en byw? and to question the children throughout the story to see if they understand what they are reading and how to respond to the various questions being asked.  The reason I focused on this was to engage the children in the story as they needed to keep track to what is happening in the story in order answer the questions.  The story focused on the characters and where they were going, there was build-up of the magic box and what was in it which then again helped them keep engaged.  The story also had very good illustrations which helped the understanding of the text by looking at pictures.  We then played a Welsh detective game to practice the sentence pattern and answers they could use, as they needed to spot the nonsense word that was said in the quickest time.  This game was very useful for them as they could hear the wrong word for that sentence pattern.  Which will help them identify the correct words given.  


Task 2 

https://youtu.be/eoooiBLLy_c



Task 3 
I feel like the lesson went well as the children were very focused and engaged, I decided to read part of the story with the children to model the correct language. On the whole I personally think that the lesson went well with the children responding positively to the questions that were asked, they then even practiced their own sentence pattern to reinforce the learning through the ‘Welsh detective game that they played at the end of the task.
 
     While doing the task I wrote down all the questions that I wanted to ask on the post it notes and stuck them on the relevant pages to ensure I asked the relevant questions to the children, I also decided to work on the promoting Welsh by filling out the Welsh planning sheet (see appendix 1 at the bottom of the page).  The reason I decided to question the children was to assess their learning (AFL) so that I knew what they know now and how I can improve their learning to make it better.  Supporting this Black and William (1998) ‘when the teacher asks the pupils questions they are trying to find out if the pupils have had the understanding and the knowledge to move their learning forward in a positive way productive manner’.  On the contrary to the use of AFL it can show challenges to the child’s learning as some lower attaining children do perform well for assessments.  Bartlett, (2015) has the opinion that ‘Applicants may feel pressured, affecting performance’.  Which can be true as the children feel under to pressure to perform. 

‘Often in these schools, teachers do not devote enough time to the delivery of Welsh second language and many lack confidence in teaching Welsh, particularly to older key stage 2 pupils’. 
(Estyn, 2013, p4).
Welsh Government (2018) contradicts this statement as they say there has been a significant increase in the number of Welsh speakers within the different local areas.  The number has risen by 42% in the last year in both English medium schools and Welsh medium schools.  I believe during my time at my placement school and in my year 4 class I could see the change in the Welsh language as the children grew in confidence to use it throughout their school life.  Although the lesson went well I believe there were disappointing elements such as I felt the children needed more practice with reading the book, they did however make an improvement each week while we read the book.  I think playing the game at the end with the whole class was very useful as it reinforced the learning from the group work and the children were able to practice it fun and memorable way.  

‘Welsh is often described as a phonetic language’ according to Jones, C. (2013) Which means that you say something the way that it looks this can be beneficial when children are learning a language such as Welsh, as they have the mind-set to form the word in their head as most children are taught phonics from a young age.  This make learning the Welsh language which is phonetic can improve their learning considerably quicker and that of higher quality.  One of the people who supports that learning language phonetically helps the child learn is Richards, J.C. & Rodgers, T.S.  They believe through research that Audiolingualism pays diligence to the use of various dialogues and use of many pattern practice within school.  
Richards, J.C. & Rodgers, T.S. (2014) 

Audiolingualism is a different style of teaching and learning a foreign Language where the importance of the phonics and grammar structure is key to learning how to speak the language and how to listen and respond in the correct way.  It basis is to learn through repetition.  While at school I carried several ‘slot drillio sessions each day to help improve the children’s Welsh for when I read the book and questioned them to gain their understanding.  The main reason I did this was to help support the children in learning and to reinforce the learning by the repetition each time, although too much repetition can be boring as I changed the word slightly each day.  

To improve the children’s language skills and fluency through the reading task I choose not to correct the children if they made a mistake as it is thought to knock their confidence, this proven by research from psychologist Dr Randy Cale, (2019) who states ‘We often stop children from making mistakes to save them feeling distressed’  For example, looking back at our own childhood we can remember a moment when the teacher corrected us all the time, which made us feel embarrassed and humiliated. This can lead to lack of confidence which can then have a knock-on effect with regards to their self-esteem and make the children reluctant to answer in the future. In addition to this Richards, J.C. (2006) once said that ‘Fluency is developed by creating classroom activities in which students must negotiate meaning, use communication strategies in a safe environment’.  Which is why I have chosen, not to correct the children as wanted them to feel confidence in the reading.  

     In the future, I will correct the children during certain times such as reading the book on their book on their own with me following so they I can hear the mistakes, that way I will be able to correct the way they say words. Doing it this way I believe they can hear how it is said and they do not feel embarrassed when they make the mistake in front of the class.  I did notice that the children that were not in the group and reading by themselves used a lot more Welsh and did so more fluently when they thought that I wasn’t watching them.  I think the children feel more confident when a teacher or adult is not watching.  They are likely to have a go and try.  This is supported by evidence found from the Welsh Government (2013b) that a ‘high percentage of Welsh language interactions were observed when no adults were present’.

     I believe I showed good practice by questioning the children throughout the story to see if they knew what was happening but I also choose this sentence pattern as it was similar to the other previous sentence pattern but I decided to enhance the learning to extend their knowledge of sentence structure. To improve the teaching of Welsh as Language some school provide sabbatical course for teachers to help support their learning, these courses can be varied in time by few weeks, months or up to a yearlong so some schools can afford the cost to send teach on the course.  
     When doing the story with the group I decided to pick a range of abilities of Welsh as I believe that children learn far more from their peers.  Evidence from Topping et al, (2017) states that ‘Student engagement can be vastly improved as students become active learners rather than passive’.  In addition to this it can be disadvantage to the child as if the child teaching the other has it wrong then it will confuse the children but also reinforce something that is already wrong.  Furthermore, Bijami, Hosein Kashef and Sharafi Nejad (2013) show that ‘Peer pressure and friendship may affect the reliability of grade given by the students’. 


To conclude this reflection on my practice I believe I can improve this task by given the children more time to practice the words and sentence so they feel confidence in their ability to read the story.  I will let them choose the book they wish to read as I believe the children will be more engaged and want to do well as they are interested in the story.  In the future, I will ask the children to act out the story in characters using animation as it will help them to remember the story line more and help them express their ideas and emotions through their own character.
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Sut maen nhwn teimlo? Yes Mac Babs a Benjayn | Yes
21/11/18 gyfirous.
Beth ydy hun? Yes
Archeg / present Yes
Ble mac hi'n gweitho? Yes Mae hin gweitho mewn | Yes,
22/11/18 Sinema.
Beth sy wedi digwydd? Yes
Yes

Mae bwlch yn hud.

23/11/18 - Read the book for the children to respond using the correct format.
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APPENDIX GA36b

LEVEL 5 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION

Student nam; Student ID number:
Programme: BA Primary Education with QTS
Module: Yr lith ar Daith 2
" Confribuion 10| o0
Module code: | ECAD5002C Contrbution o | 60%
Assessment (%):
Lecturer: Diane Thomas Internal Verifier: | Diane Thomas
Assignment Title: of evidence Word count (or | 1750 words
R Film - up to 8
minutes
1913119 Retun date of | 16/4/19
deadiine: provisional - marks
& written feedback

All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via

z"."’,':‘;:_""’" Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this
g assessment specification into Tumitin or it will match many similarities with
other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable):
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.
Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.
Over one week late, 0%. Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may
approve a change to submission dates.
Academic Acadermic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must
honesty / give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based.
referencing: Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles,

etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.
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Module Learning Outcomes
(from module syllabus)

1. Communicate in Welsh orally, read and write according to their linguistic
achievements and demonstrate development from their previous level.

2. Evaluate a number of methodologies of teaching an additional language.
3. Critically examine the relationship of the Welsh language / Welsh as a Second

Language curriculum within the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 with the whole
curriculum, including the Curriculum Cymreig.

TASK DESCRIPTION

Title: Portfolio of evidence — 60%

Task 1: Choose a suitable story to be presented to a group of children noting the rationale behind
the choice of story and the main leaming objectives that are relevant to the story. You should note
the intended audience and the type of language teaching opportunities the story would offer.
Prepare one resource based on the story to teach Welsh as a first or second language. (up to 250
words)

Task 2: Read a story to a group of children during your PTE and undertake one activity using the
resource you have prepared. You will need to film this activity for you to analyse and submit it as
part of the assignment. (up to 8 minutes)

Task 3: A written reflection of task 2 (up to 1500 words)




image3.tiff
Promoting Welsh Planning Sheet

Date / Welsh that [ will use: Achieved Welsh that puplls will use: Achieved

Dyddiad (Vor x) (Vor x)

Ble mac en byw? Yes « Mae byw yn.. Yes
19/11/18

Wyt ti'n hoffi hufen ia? Yes * Oes/ydy Yes

Pwy ydy hi? Yes « Mrs. Bachog (name of | Yes
20/11/18 the person)

Beth ydy ysbryd yn Saesneg? | Yes

Yes

« Mae ysbryd ydy ghost

yn Saesneg.
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