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A critique is a written judgement and conclusion of a persons work or an idea (Collins English Dictionary,2019). Critiquing or reviewing another person’s work is vital as not only do you point out the mistakes made in the research, but it also involves conducting a systematic analysis of a book or an article. It also includes writing a fair-minded and unprejudiced description of the strengths and weaknesses of the research (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2019). 
It is vital to critique and review research, articles and books etc as it is extremely important to fully understand the aims and questions of the research to enable the reader to make a determination of the soundness of the research (P. Lee, 2006).

The title of the research paper ‘Community Pharmacists at transition to independent practice: Isolated, Unsupported and Stressed’ Is clearly visible at the top of the research paper in large bold text. It is briefly describing what the research paper will be focused on. The title is important as it introduces the research in a few words and is there to attract the readers attention. 

The main focus for the study chosen was to investigate the challenges community pharmacists have to face while transitioning to an independent practitioner and to understand the importance of these challenges. The main objective of the study was to establish and research all of the challenges and struggles faced by the novice community pharmacists and to clearly understand them as there is insufficient research exploring the transitions of novice community pharmacists to an independent practitioner. 
There were twenty five participants who were engaged within the research study by Magola, Willis and Schafheutle. All of the partakers were asked a series of questions to determine what personal challenges and experiences they encountered within the workplace. They were they asked to discuss these with the other contributors before categorizing them in an order of significance.

The research was conducted and written by Esnath Magola, Sarah C. Willis and Ellen I. Schafheutle.
Magola is a part of the centre for pharmacy workforce studies in the division of pharmacy and optometry at the University of Manchester. Willis is a PHD supervisor and lecturer in social pharmacy and Schafheutle is a primary PhD supervisor and has acted as an ecternal examiner for PhD and DPharm awards. All three of the authors are extremely knowledgeable and have the necessary professional and academic background to carry out this research study. 

An abstract within research is separate short explanation of a larger work, the information and elements that make up an abstract will vary depending on what the field of study is about. An abstract will usually contain a background, results and a conclusion and is a way for the reader to quickly judge whether or not they want to read the paper or study. 
There are two main types of abstracts: a descriptive abstract and an informative abstract. Both types of abstracts have different aims and styles, an informative abstract highlights all key information including the studies main arguments and any important results. A descriptive abstract only briefly indicates the type of information found within the study and does not provide a conclusion or results unlike an informative abstract. (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2019)

The abstract within the study by Magola, Willis and Schafheutle is an informative abstract as it clearly indicates which methods they used to gather their findings and information, but also describes the findings and gives a brief conclusion. ( Magola. E, Willis. S and Schafheutle E, 2018)

A literature review is a structured description of a specific topic using research and theory. A literature review should not just explain and describe other people’s work, but should also analyse and evaluate the results and research methods of the research while also applying it to your subject in a clear manner. (Jensen and Laurie, 2016, pp.30-31)

The research paper includes a large variety of different literature reviews which are all extremely relevant to their study. The researchers reviewed a previous study by Meleis et al, (2000) which explores the transitions of novice nurses and doctors and the challenges that they encountered. This is relevant to the study as it was aimed to help figure out if the challenges and stresses were work related or if they were personal. 
By doing this it allows the researchers to include any relevant information in their study.

The main objective of the study by the researchers is clearly stated within the research papers content and its informative abstract. All of the terms within the study are briefly explained to give the readers some type of understanding and knowledge. 
An aim is important as it is the knowledge and understanding an understanding an author or researcher would need to be able to answer research questions about their study and to help them to create clear findings and link them.

The aim of the study by the researchers is to recognise challenges that novice community pharmacists encountered while transitioning to become independent practitioners. (Magola, Willis and Schafheutle, 2018)

Qualitative research goes under several professional terms but the term ‘Qualitative Research is the most popular and commonly used term. (Miller and Brewer, 2003, p.238)
Qualitative research is a collection of data and findings which progresses to create a theory and generate explanations. It aims to provide a new understanding of under-reasearched topics and discover new data. The methods used within qualitative data do not include numerical data and is arranged into categories, for example: age or gender. 

Quantitative data is numerical data which provides findings and information in the form of numbers (Punch, 1998, p.58)
Quantitative reseach gathers data in a numerical form which can be put into different categories. It is usually ranked in order and can be converted into graphs and tables (McLeod, 2017)

The study design in the research paper by Magola, Willis and Schafheutle has a qualitative approach to it and is a purposive sample design. The study uses selective methods to establish a connection among the variables within the study (Magola, Willis and Schafheutle, 2018).

Purposive sampling is based on the main focus of the study and the characteristics of the participants. It is also known as judgemental, selective or subjective sampling (Crossman, 2018).
The study consisted of twenty-five participants who were selected from four different career types. They were selected from novice community pharmacists, early career pharmacists, preregistration tutors and pharmacy support staff. The study sample group size is fairly small however due to the having a qualitative research approach there are no numerical findings only personal experiences and observations. The research in this study is for a select subject area and the participants have been chosen specifically for the objective of the study. 

Data collection is the procedure of gathering information and data from appropriate and suitable sources. This process assists in finding answers to the problem that is being researched. It also helps to test the theory and assess the end results. There are two mains types of data collection: primary and secondary (Research Methodology, 2018).

The researchers have acquired their information from the study sample by using a nominal group technique and audio-taping and transcribing the discussions. The researchers have given an explanation for why they have used this type of data collection method. They chose to use nominal group techniques as they could organise the themes accordingly to help identify the most common challenges faced and allows all of the participants to have an input into the discussion. 
There are many strengths for using this method, it is a more structured technique in comparison to others such as: traditional focus groups.

Ethical considerations within research help to distinguish the difference between what is right and what is wrong. Ethical considerations help to prevent the fabrication of data and helps to sustain non-discrimination and confidentiality and many other issues. This allows for participants to participate within the study at their own free will after consenting to the terms and conditions (Grand Canyon University, 2018).

The researchers have outlined many ethical procedures within the study, the group discussions and interviews were audio taped and transcribed and were ranked in order of importance to help to ensure anonymity. The discussions were held at the researcher’s premises and at a private venue to prevent anything the participants say from potentially compromising their careers. This was also to make the group discussions more local to the participants in order to allow them to attend without encountering any problems.
The researchers provided all of the participants and anybody interested in participating with an information sheet before they consented to take part in the study (Magola, Willis and Schafheutle).

Data Analysis demonstrates, investigates and assesses the theme and characteristics of the findings within the research paper and study. (Matthew and Ross , 2010, p.317)

The research into challenges faced by novice community pharmacists was audio-taped and transcribed and their responses were ranked in order of importance. The researchers also used a nominal group technique as it is a more structured technique in comparison to the traditional focus group method. All flip charts and sticky notes from the interviews and discussions were kept to support the analysis and validity. Different authors analysed the data, audio tapes and transcriptions while highlighting and coding keywords and phrases to allow them to organise them into different themes and order of importance.

According to the University of Southern California results section of a research paper is where you outline any findings from your study. The results section should clearly describe the findings of the research and should be presented in a rational sequence without any bias.

In the research paper the study findings are set out into two sections, the participants and the findings. Within the participants section there is a table which clearly states the characteristics of the participants. Within the findings section the researchers have described clearly the challenges faced by novice community pharmacists. 
The results clearly state that the main challenges faced were demands of the job, the workplace environments and how the pharmacists reacted to these stressors. 
The results are easy to follow and are well presented. (Magola, Willis and Schafheutle, 2018)

The research study by Magola, Willis and Schafheutle researching the challenges faced by novice community pharmacists and their transition to become independent practitioners is the first of its kind, there have been no previous studies done on this topic. The researchers discussed the findings in a balanced way by thoroughly explaining the main challenges faced by the novice community pharmacists and explaining how they have achieved those results.
They cannot compare their results to other findings as this research study has never been done before so there is no other data to compare it to. 
The researchers have answered all of their hypothesis and aims of the study and have stated these within their findings. However, there was no discussion of any limitations during the study and the research. 

Overall, although the group size of the participants is small, due to the fact that they were using a qualitative approach to the research and the fact that they were not gathering numerical data, this factor does not affect the findings and results. As there have been no previous studies and they are gathering information on personal experiences and opinions rather than numerical data there is no need for a large group of participants.
The researchers have discussed the findings in a balanced way without any bias and have thoroughly explained how they have achieved these results, however they could have explained further on any limitations they may have encountered during this study, as if other researchers decide to do a study on this particular topic then they could compare any limitations to help develop any further research. 

Although a larger group size Is not necessary I would recommend using a larger study group size as it would help to gather a larger scale of results with could then be applied to a larger range of novice community pharmacists. 
However, the study as a whole is very informative and reaches the outcome is desired.

























Collins English Dictionary (2019) ‘Critique’
Available at: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/critique
[Accessed on 05 January 2019]


Crossman, A (2018) ‘Understanding Purposive Sampling: An Overview of the method and it Applications’ ThoughtCo
Available at: https://thoughtco.com/purposive-sampling-3026727 
[Accessed on 06 January 2019]

Grand Canyon University (2018) ‘Ethical Consideration’ Center for Innovation in Research and Teaching.
Available at: https://cirt.gcu.edu/research/developmentresources/tutorials/ethics
[accessed on 10 January 2019]

Jensen. E, and Laurie. C (2016) Doing Real Research A practical guide to social research. London: SAGE Publications Inc.

Magola. E, Willis. S and Schafheutle. E (2018) ‘Community pharmacists at transition to independent practice: Isolated, unsupported, and stressed’ Health and social care in the Community, 26(6) pp.849-859

Matthew. B and Ross. L (2010) Research methods A practical guide for the social sciences. Essex: Pearson Education Limited. 

McLeod. S (2017) ‘Qualitative vs Quantitative Research’ Simply Psychology 
Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/qualitative-quantitative.html
[Accessed on 06 January 2019]

Meleis et al (2000) cited in Magola, Willis and Schafheutle (2018)

P. Lee (2006) ‘Understanding and Critiquing Qualitative Research Papers’ Nursing Times, 102(29), p.30
Available at: 
           https://www.nursingtimes.net/roles/nurse-educators/understanding-and-critiquing-qualitative-research-papers/203129.article
           [Accessed 05 January 2019]

Punch, K (1998) introduction to social research: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches. London: SAGE Publications Inc.

Research Methodology (2018) ‘Data Collection Methods’.
Available at: https://research-methodology.net/research-methods/data-collection/
[Accessed on 10 January 2019]


University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2019) ‘Writing Critiques’ The Writing Center 
Available at:
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/esl/resources/writing-critiques/
[Accessed 05 January 2019]

[bookmark: _GoBack]University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2019) ‘Abstracts’ The Writing Center 
Available at: https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/abstracts/
[Accessed on 06 January 2019]


University of Southern California (2019) ‘Organising Your Social Sciences Research Paper: 7. The Results’ USC Libraries.
Available at: http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/results
[accessed on 11 January 2019]

















































