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[bookmark: _Toc109028330]Introduction 
The use of information and communication technology is widespread and is constantly growing. The interest of the people in terms of determining the benefits of using the modern technology for the educational purpose has been increasing tremendously. The educational institutions have also been taking effective measures to foster the technological advancements. There are a number of different resources that have been offered by the institutes that are online learning platforms, as well as the virtual learning environment (VLE).  In educational technology VLE is a web-based platform for the different digital aspects of study.
This report will study the impact of VLE on the students. Both primary as well as secondary research will be conducted to collect data. The primary data will be collected by a questionnaire that will be circulated in the students. On the other hand, the published sources will be referred to collect the secondary data. 
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The University of Wales has been investing highly in technology to enhance the overall teaching experience for the learners. They have been taking effective measures to include collaborative learning with the help of smart technology. The firm has built its infrastructure significantly. They have also taken an ambitious step towards the regeneration of the institute in order to transform the educational experience for the students of the institute. The organization has also collaborated with Sony (uwtsd.ac.uk, 2019). The main aim of the organization is to create a collaborative as well as interactive learning environment for the learners. This is the factor that has been driving new levels of engagement in the learning institute. 
The university has a vision to create a neighborhood where their main focus is on the academic activity. They believe that with the help of implementation of modern technology, the organization can develop skills of the learners. They will also be able to attract new investment in terms of technology in the University. The primary goal of the firm is to create active learning environment for the benefit of the students. The firm is set for reimagining the learning experience at the university so that they can set a benchmark of collaborative education which is enabled by digital technology. 
Learning through technology has become the main focus for the teachers as well as the learners (Nambiar, 2020). VLE is an online system. This system mainly comprises of a wide range of tools so that we can manage as well as support the learning process. The instructors can deliver their sessions of their course or the entire course with the help of the Web-based environment. Some teachers are of an opinion that VLE is a fascinating as well as meaningful source. However, there are also certain teachers that find it difficult to use VLE and are uncomfortable while implementing it. The VLE helps the tutors to create online courses so that they can combine the resources. This enables the tutors to make their teaching sessions more interactive by adding interesting elements like quizzes as well as questionnaires. The teachers can utilize the option of chat in order to communicate with the students by sending them a message. They can also utilize a platform named Skype in order to conduct video conferencing. They can arrange an online meeting with the help of this platform. All these applications are the external tools that can be linked to VLE.
There can be two types of visual learning environments (scielo.org.co, 2017). The first one is where a really is a software that is sold by a company or an organization to an Educational Institute. On the other hand a visual learning environment can also be created by a teacher with the help of free software. The teachers can upload the activities as well as resources on this visual learning environment. The teachers also require technological expertise so that they can use the modern technology and can utilize it in the teaching.
An online learning environment which is known as Google classroom was made available by University of Wales for the student as well as staff members by the University's MyWales platform. Google classroom was a platform that allowed the tutors to create as well as upload the resources on the online channel. They could set collect as well as great the assignments of the students with the help of the modern technology without taking extra efforts. The communication between the teachers as well as the students also became is here. It was a platform that was provided free of cost by the University for the Collaboration of the learners as well as the tutors.
The learning Institute of Wales considers that virtual learning environment continues to be a vital source within the University. The university can efficiently support part time as well as the distance learners with the help of a blended provision. A well designed virtual learning environment can act as an important resource for the learners. There are five key aspects of a successful virtual learning environment. These key aspects are complete content, current content, content that can be easily navigated, easy access, as well as responsive tutors (uwtsd.ac.ukm, 2021).
There are two types of programmed virtual learning environments which are both synchronous as well as a synchronous. When these are associated with feedback they can add further value to the learner. This enhances the likelihood of engagement of the learner with the visual learning environment.
A survey was conducted by the university itself. This survey was to see which page had highest number of views. Various links were shared through the Virtual Learning Environment. These links were for different resources that include useful links, ebooks, essential documents, research resources as well as reflection. It has been seen that useful links had the highest number of views (researchgate.net, 2018). On the contrary, highest number of non-engagement was in terms of reflection. The survey indicates that the useful links as well as the essential documents are a mandatory requirement for the assessment tasks. 
The graph of the survey is as follows:
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Figure 1: Number of views for key resources shared
(Source: researchgate.net, 2018)



In addition to this, primary research was also conducted. The opinions of students were gathered not only in terms of their Virtual learning environment. But, it was also collected on their efficiency as well as familiarity with the modern technology. The first question that was asked was “What does the internet mean to you?” The response on this was quite positive. Four options that were provided, which were ‘resource for learning’, ‘Useless and overwhelming resource’, ‘Place for confusing resources’, and ‘System of great benefit’. Out of this, most learners selected the resource for learning option. Secondary too this option, the students consider Internet as a system that brings great benefits. 

Figure 2: Primary Research Question 1
(Created by the learner)


The next question was regarding how the students rated they are competency in terms of the use of ICT. After the survey results were analyzed it has been seen that the competency of maximum students is quite high. However there are some students that have also been facing issues in terms of adapting modern technology. Not all the students have access to modern tools as well as Technology (Voronin et al., 2021). These are the students that lag in the tough competition. In the survey result some of the students also voted for can't say. This shows the uncertainty of the students in terms of handling the virtual learning environment.

Figure 3: Primary Research Question 2
(Created by the learner)


In the third question of the survey the opening of the students and terms of they are view on including technology in the learning process was recorded. There were four options that were provided to the students. These four options were as follows:
Beneficial
Difficult to understand
Moderately positive impact
Negative impact
Where most of the students selected the option beneficial there were also some students that selected the option difficult to understand. This shows that even though technology is beneficial for the students it also has a negative impact and terms of their confidence. They do not feel confident to use the VLE and other technological advancements in terms of their learning process.

Figure 4: Primary Research Question 3
(Created by the learner)



The next survey question was to ask the feelings of the students in terms of the visual learning platform that was being utilized in the classrooms. This showed that most of the students had a positive feeling related to the VLE. Some students also felt that it had a negative impact on they are studies. There are various reasons due to this feeling of the students. However the benefits of the technology are more as compared to the demerits of the technology. 
Some students also had a neutral feeling. This feeling can be justified as the technology has both positive as well as negative impact on the learning of the students. Even though there are a number of benefits that Technology can also be quite difficult and also can cause certain problems. There can be technical glitches that can also affect the learning process.

Figure 5: Primary Research Question 4
(Created by the learner)


In the last question of the survey the students were asked to rate their experience with virtual learning experience. The highest rating option was given 3 and the lowest option was kept zero. Most of the students rated their experience a three out of 3. However there were also sum students that opted for other options including 0, 1 and 2.

Figure 6: Primary Research Question 5
(Created by the learner)

The development of digital skills is at the forefront of the University. The organization has been taking affective measures towards blending learning as well as development of a new digital strategy within the institute. There are a number of benefits that are faced by the students. The students have high expectations in terms of how they are Institute felicitates their education with the help of technology. The modern world has become digital. The expectation of the students is in terms of digital interaction with the university. They also expect teaching and learning to be digital. The basic expectations of the students are the learners are to get a 24 hour access to the digital resources with the help of modern technology (uwtsd.ac.uk, 2022).
There are various is advantages that are faced by the students due to the virtual learning platform. These benefits are as follows:
Flexibility: 
With the help of VLE, learning process has become quite flexible. The learners have permanent as well as free access to the learning material. It becomes easier to continue the learning process by having a full time job. The learners do not have to invest much time as well as attention.
Accessibility:
Since the learning can be done through the online channel and there is no need to attend the classroom. Even the disabled students can access the high quality education. The learners from remote areas also have the access.
On the other hand, there are also certain disadvantages. These disadvantages are as follows:
Communication:
Even though there are numerous communication tools that are provided in the VLE they cannot allow the level of engagement as compared to face to face conversation.
Motivation:
The flexibility can also become a problem for the learners that are not disciplined and are not motivated. In addition to this there are also more opportunities to cheat which spoils the future of a nation.


[bookmark: _Toc109028332]Conclusion
Information and communication technologies are widely used and continue to expand. People's curiosity about the advantages of utilizing contemporary technology for educational purposes has grown significantly. Effective steps have also been taken by educational institutions to promote technical breakthroughs. The institutions that are online learning platforms, as well as the virtual learning environment, have provided a variety of diverse resources (VLE). VLE is a web-based platform for the many digital study components in educational technology.
The effect of VLE on pupils will be examined in this paper. Both primary as well as secondary research will be conducted to collect data. A questionnaire which will be distributed to the students will be used to gather the primary data. On the other side, the secondary data will be gathered using the public sources.
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What does internet mean to you?
Number of votes	Resource for learning	Useless and overwhelming resource	Place for confusing resources	System of great benefit	0.6	6.7000000000000004E-2	6.7000000000000004E-2	0.26700000000000002	How do you rate your competence in the use of ICT?
Number of Votes	High	Low	Ineffective 	Can't Say	0.73299999999999998	0.13300000000000001	6.7000000000000004E-2	6.7000000000000004E-2	What do you think about the use of technology in the learning process
Number of Votes	Beneficial	Difficult to understand	Moderately positive impact	Negative impact	0.66700000000000004	0.2	6.7000000000000004E-2	6.7000000000000004E-2	How did you feel towards the use of a Visual learning platform (VLE) in your classes? 
Number of votes	Positive 	Negative	Neutral	0.6	0.2	0.2	Rate your experience with VLE (0-3, where 3 is best 0 is worst)
Number of votes	0	1	2	3	6.7000000000000004E-2	0.13300000000000001	0.26700000000000002	0.53300000000000003	14
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