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Animals in The Bible

Animals are a common theme in the bible, they are mentioned quite often. In The Bible animals are often used as symbolism, metaphors, and warnings. While reading the stories and parables almost every time an animal is mentioned there is often a deeper meaning of what it symbolizes. 
One example of an animal that has a deeper meaning is the dove. The first mention of the dove is in Genesis 8:8-12, The story of Noah’s ark. Noah’s story starts with God being regretful of the humanity that he had created. He saw the violence and sins that they were committing and decided to start anew and wipe out the entirety of the race by flooding the earth. Fortunately for Noah, God had taken a liking to him as he saw how he “walked faithfully with God” (Genesis 6:9 NIV). God decided to spare Noah and his family and instructed them to build an ark and bring two of every animal with them to repopulate the world after the flood was over. Noah’s family obeyed God and did what He said, it rained for 40 days and 40 nights. When the rain had stopped Noah still had to wait for the water to go down before they could get off the ark and start their lives again. The family had to wait on the ark for approximately 370 years. To test if the water had receded from the ground Noah first sent out a raven. The raven flew back and forth from the ark out to find land, but no luck. The ground was still flooded. Noah then sent out a dove, it flew back to the ark as it could not find a place to perch. A week later Noah sent out the dove again and this time it bought back an olive branch, showing Noah that the water had receded and soon they could get back to their normal lives. 
The dove in this story is important to Christians. Without the dove the family would not have had that hope that they would be able to get off the ark any time soon. The olive branch often symbolises peace, this emphasises the dove bringing hope and peace to Noah as white is often seen as a peaceful colour. The dove also symbolises the new peace between God and humanity after God decides to try again with the new human race. It is interesting that the raven who got sent out first came back with no good news. The comparison of the black bird bringing unwelcome news and the white bird bring news of hope and new beginnings could be a symbol of putting your faith in God, as white is seen as a holy and pure colour. 
The dove is used again in the bible in the story of Jesus’ baptism. Jesus went to the Jordan river to be baptised by John the Baptist. John however felt unqualified to do this as he had been baptising people to rid them of their sins. As Jesus was the son of God, he was sinless in nature so John questioned if he was right to do it as he thought Jesus should be the one to baptise him. Jesus, however said “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15 NIV). And so, John agreed to do the baptism. After it was done Jesus came up from the water and he saw “Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him” (Matthew 3:16 NIV). They then heard the voice of God approving of this baptism and of His son “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17 NIV). 
The dove in this story is a symbol of the Holy Spirits presence and approval of both Jesus, his mission, and the baptism itself. It is a symbol of purity and innocence. The dove also symbolises the start of Jesus’ ministry and the divine approval that the Holy Spirit gives him. As the dove is [image: ]such an important symbol and has such a deep meaning it is often used in Christian art. Such as in stain glass windows. This image depicts Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist, with the dove above him. The dove has a ray surrounding him which is symbolising the Holy Spirit. Art such as this one can be seen in religious buildings all around the world, highlighting the importance of the bird to the faith and Christians everywhere.
[bookmark: _Int_0IGxPDzB]Another animal seen in the Bible that has a deeper meaning is the bull. In the book of Exodus, the Israelites are being enslaved by the Egyptians. Moses helped the Israelites to escape Egypt after God appearing as a burning bush asking him to free the Israelites. Moses led them to the Promised Land, but along the way they stopped at Mount Sanai. Moses ascended the mountain to receive the law from God; he stayed in God’s presence for 40 days and 40 nights (Exodus 24:12–18 NIV). The Israelites at the bottom of the mountain became unrestful, impatient, and turned to Aaron looking for something to worship. They had lost faith in God and in Moses. Meanwhile Moses was receiving the ten commandments, including “You shall have no other gods before me.” And “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.” (Exodus 20:3-4 NIV). Aaron tells the Israelites to bring him their gold earrings, then he melted them down and shaped them into a statue of a calf. Aaron built an alter for the calf, the people gave offerings and worshipped it “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!” (Exodus 32:4 NIV). Moses was angry when he came down and smashed the stone tablets that the commandments were written on.
[bookmark: _Hlk216620048]The worshipping of the calf goes directly against Gods commandments and is an example of false idolatry. They directly rejected Gods instructions and ideas. The Israelites also committed the sin of worshipping material objects and wealth as the calf was made from gold jewellery. This highlights humanities need for something to worship when times get tough and their desperation for something to believe in. God forgave them though, showing his kindness and forgiving nature. Christians often use this example of forgiveness to demonstrate that their God is a forgiving and understanding God. According to BibleAsk (2015), the story reminds every generation to stay truthful and faithful to God. To not put material possessions, careers, or personal ambitions above God. The use of a bull specifically also has importance. Bulls have been worshipped before by ancient cultures, especially in Egypt. The use of a bull may suggest that the Israelites are still holding on to the culture and practices of the land from which they had just escaped. Bulls are portrayed as strong animals, worshipping it may suggest that the Israelites though it could be stronger than God. Perhaps suggesting that they thought it could help them more than God was capable of. This highlighting that humanity often follows and worship what/ who they consider to be the strongest figure. 
Sheep are an animal often seen in The Bible as a symbol of sacrifice, innocence, and obedience. Humanity is often compared to sheep by using the metaphor of God as the shepherd and humanity as the flock “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want." (PSALM 23 NIV). This metaphor portrays God as caring, looking after humanity and leading us onto the best path. God provides for his ‘flock’ and gives them what they need to succeed in life. For Christians this could mean having faith in him and following Gods word. By doing so they would have succeeded in living a ‘good’ and holy life by Christian standards. In the New Testament, Jesus is often referred to as the Good Shepherd, Jesus declares “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” (John 10:11 NIV). Jesus is emphasizing the idea that if people follow him and join his covenant that they will be saved. Comparing humanity to sheep portrays humans as helpless with out God and that they need him to thrive. Although Christ is often compared to a shepherd, but he is also be compared to the lamb. Jesus committed the biggest sacrifice for humanity when he dies for their sins. The shepherd metaphor also shows how caring God is of humanity and how he looks after us “He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young” (Isaiah 40:11 NIV). 
The snake appears in the Bible in Genesis 3 when trying to convince Eve to commit a sin and eat an apple from the tree of knowledge. God had specifically told Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree. The serpent who is often used to represent Satan convinced Eve to eat from the tree, committing the first sin. This sin then led to the downfall of humanity. The apple is a metaphor for temptation and after the serpent tricked Eve into eating it sin spread across humanity. According to ‘Got Questions’ as we read the Bible and come across serpents we are reminded of its evil nature. God cursed the snake “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life” (Genesis 3:14 ESV). This reminds Christians that God can be vengeful and reminds them of the fall of humanity and not to sin. The Bible also tells us that serpents are unlike the other animals and could be seen as evil in nature “The serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made” (Genesis 3:1 ESV). There are other accounts of serpents being used in a negative way, for example in (Numbers 21:4-6) Moses and the Israelites were on their way to the red sea when the Israelites became impatient and started to talk badly about God. This angered Him and He sent venomous snakes to bite them and many of the Israelites died. The snake is yet again used in a story were humanity sin, further projecting the idea that they are evil and symbolic to sin. 
In conclusion, there are many examples of animals being used with deeper meanings in The Bible. They are used as metaphors and warnings for humanity. They also are used as an opportunity to teach humanity important lessons and to bring the closer to God. It is important that Christians read these stories with animals in and learn from them. 
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