Wallpaper grounds: ideas and suggestions 

During the session, you will:
Explore the process of colouring grounds to inform your screen printed wallpaper samples.  These samples will form part of the submission requirements of Contemporary Challenges Making a Difference.  Primarily these grounds will be used during the explorative screen printing process, but will also be suitable for scanning to use as digital backgrounds.  (do this in your session on Friday, the Mac suite is booked for you all day).

You will be colouring your wallpaper grounds with reactive dye.  Reactive dye is suitable for use with cellulose fibres, its translucency makes it ideal for this process, as it behaves like watercolour.  Beware a little goes a long way: gloves on, extraction on, weigh 2.5gms of reactive dye colour into 47.5ml or gms of warm water, dissolve and stir.  As a note all reactive dye colours are fully mixable, allowing you to create your own colour blends, rather than using straight colours of the shelf.

You may also use Indian Ink, water colours, household emulsion paint mixed with pigment colour.  Weigh out 95gms of white emulsion and 5gms of pigment colour, mix well and then apply with a paint roller.  As ever, please feel free to explore any other medias and ideas to aid your learning and understanding. 

As per the examples shown, today you should explore the notion of creating backgrounds that could be used within a wallpaper design or as an initial idea that is coming from your developing “Out of the Shadows” concept.  Drawing from your discoveries in Image Making 1, question how you may apply the learning to todays session.  

Perhaps you could use:
· Kitchen towel colour lift technique
· Photocopy lift technique
· Areas of applied pattern
· Masking fluid as a resist 
· Masking methods to add grids, texture and marks before colouring your grounds.  
· Dense colour 
· Colour washes
· Ombre’s 
· Colour blends 
· Other combinations from your own discoveries 

Consider “Out of the Shadows”:
· Pattern
· Foliage
· Grids 
· All the ideas that you have explored so far, to encourage the interplay between the positive and negative spaces within the design.


Aim to colour several grounds, this will aid your submission and encourage exploration through the module 


Needed for next week: 
Exposed screen with artwork and others elements to fill the screen.
Coloured grounds for wallpaper print experiments 
Colour reference for colour matching
Paper print outs from sketchbooks, prints and drawings.

Roll of good quality lining paper.  Graham and Brown sell one which is white and called WALL DOCTOR which can be bought from AMAZON.  You may be able to share a roll but you need to put around 2.5m/3m each aside to print your length, plus extra for colour tests.

N.B.
Remember that we are exploring print in the initial stages of the module through colour and process, our final hand printed wallpaper design will develop as we progress.

We will use these grounds to explore printed wallpaper effects over the coming weeks, but remember they can also be scanned and used as digital grounds.  Working this way will help your digital designs retain a hand rendered feel.

In addition to the supplied paper you may also consider using your own papers or pre-printed papers that show your images/ artwork from Image Making 1.  Use the printer in the mac suite and photocopiers to produce quick reproductions of your own artwork in readiness to explore in the coming print sessions.


 








 
