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INTRO
· I will be talking about Hitchcock’s 1959 film North by north west
· Focusing on the final sequence of the film
· I will be analysing the use of mise en scene and symbolism 

· Watch clip
LOCATION/ SETTING
· The location is important in this film as it shows how metaphorically how grandiose and big the whole situation is
· Set at night-time which has negative connotations and represents something bad may be happening which shouldn’t in the cover of darkness
· The height taps into the spectator’s instinctual fear of heights

SHOT 1

Henchman is higher up in frame = more powerful, currently has advantage and also more knowledge than the protagonist.

COSTUME

Valerians clothes are also grey like the rocks, links him with the surroundings also links him to the symbolism of the rocks.

Eves dress contrasts with the rockface, the orange also symbolises danger and caution which foreshadows the upcoming events of the sequence.

BLOCKING
 we start with Roger and Eve walking along and it is revealed that the henchman is waiting for them, this is an example of dramatic irony as we as an audience can see him but the two characters are yet to, this builds suspense, Hitchcock uses this technique In many of his films.

The rock symbolises stability and stubbornness which is ironic as in the next shot the two men are falling down the cliff side.


SHOT 2 shot- reverse shot 
The shot reverse shot links the action and builds suspense and a dramatic atmosphere

Again, the looking down builds suspense 

SHOT 3 
 In dreams falling usually symbolises insecurities and instability a long with anxiety, this is a symbol that most people will recognise and relate to, this could relate to the fact this may all be a dream.
SHOT 4 Eve on the cliff
A literal cliff-hanger which is heightened by the dramatics score

Composite of house in background increases perspective and would have been convincing to audiences in the 1950s

SHOT 5-foot crushing hand

The power balance is set into disequilibrium and tension increases an audience will need the equilibrium to be restored which Hitchcock does in the next half of the shot and is revealed in the close-up as his foot falls to one side making the audience question what happened


SHOT 6 

Hitchcock cuts to a smashing ornament this is uses to show that the man gets shot without displaying explicit violence due to the Hays code which prevented violence being depicted on screen

SHOT 7 
This shot gives context to what just happened showing that this third party is responsible for the henchman’s death.

The group of men are higher up in the shot showing that they are the most powerful as they tower over even the protagonist but we get no real person l shots with them so we are not aligned with them in the same way we are aligned with Roger Thornhill.
 
This shot is also from far away distancing us from the violence and the group of men  

SHOT 8
These are close up shots, which according to theorist Amy Coplan are used in conjunction with an actors performance to heighten an emotional response

The camera gets closer to Eve pulling us as the spectator into the scene to be pulled back out with Roger pulling Eve up on the train

The vignette makes us focus solely on Eve as the background disappears transporting us to the next scene

SHOT 9
Hitchcock was known for referencing Freuds theories but in the final shot he was obvious when referencing to sex

Overall Hitchcock uses many film techniques to create a dramatic atmosphere and restore equilibrium which leaves spectators satisfied at the end of the film.

Conclusions

Hitchcock uses every shot in this action-packed scene to intensify the drama and suspense

The use of visual effects is very advanced and is used to enhance the dramatic elements

Hitchcock uses visual symbols to evoke subconscious meaning for the spectator







 

