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My childheed condisled ef growing wp
o v heuding eatote i Bremagreuve,
England. Tt meant that T did nel hane
Uhe pleaswie ef haning mewnloing,
steams and vivend en nuy deenstep. The
swvreundivng areos wad maindy lew-lyug
Lelds which wene gquile winadpining.
Gince mouving te Machew, Wales, T hone
dizcevered whal it meons te live i the
loundl 4 the valleys and 3ee whal it has te
ofhev willv ity mayeslic mownloi,
Lobuleus ferestuy and wshing vivern!
A= Machew

X = Bromagneove
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Runing cevid, we wee all ferced te slonr
dewn av little aund ad av foumily, we had
chance lo teally exploe ewv divende, locol
habilaly which led Te seme swiypriding
discevenies. We walked “the leep” everuy douy
le gel owv dailyy exencise and deme reslv aiv.

Willheut the need te wush, we used ol ef euwu
sended and neliced things we had nevev befone.
We heand weodpeckens, somy kinggishens,

amelled the wain, (el the brreeze, swam in the

time. What o privilege!

Slewing dewn meount we had chounce te

whal iy e ewv deeslep. Tt made us feel lucky
te live where we de, being able te walk eut e
owu jronl deev and step unle natwre.






R TR

T hane heoarud numernoud
weedpeckeny un the fereatiuy



Weadpeckend arese elusive! T have net managed to spot ene bub have heard them degens
and lvwae rem the Thee bortk i pruing and summern aund, bevtied cund nuts i audiunin

aund wintern. Thei foumiliovy duvmuming nede i a feum e commumnicotion and maoinly

dene te mark thein tenitouy v used ad o didplowy. Click hene te heov it:

hitps: (www.ysutube.comi/watch? v=QudUk_YctX0

The Woodpecker Bill

= Thebill o the weedpeckern iy like
™ natunes precision duilling tool
~ | Ttisstweng andshay and can
e ‘ ’ 5 ib wuops aewnd theiv skull!

“A weedpecken con tap tnenly times e a theusand tees and gel newhene,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qy5Uk_YctX0




M%Mmmmmmwwwkmml hawe been lucky ensugh te 3pet them en
aleng the ven at igh apeed. Blink and yew W miss thhem! They huwnl (ish such as minunows ay.
waten. Click hene te listen To Theiv call: Wl : (www.yeuluke.com/watch? v=y NS OwEFPps

Kinglisheny moke chvoumbend i
Unhe vivenbonk e Loy thevv eggs-.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLMSOwEFPps

Dlucks

Evewy yeon in dprunglecwily swmmen we howe a foumily ef ducklings appean en the viven-bonk!
The Malland is the mest abundont of the duck species in the UK. The female has speckled
brewn pluwmage cund the male hay o distinclive green heod. Mollads ae deciclele cuimols-
ound live v flecks. They tend te be esidents of the UK bull cowv alse be visilony., lying seutiv
Lov winten. Tt iy aluwaowys jeypul te see the flugky ducklings leyally fellewing theiv methen
aleng the viver. Mmhmmwﬂmmmmm%awmwgmeg@mdmy
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Mink

Whenw we (st some o mink swimuming i the vivern, we had ne ideo what it was! Ajten sgme
beught hene ferv fwu fovuming i the 1920°s aund the wild pepulatien was established
decades laten rom nmudliple eacapeed! They howe since renented back te thein notuwuol
checelate broww celowu.

howing o devastoting impact enw ewv nalive watev vele.

This cov afpect bisdivensity bul there iy cuwvrentiy ne










Machenw Viaduct was censtucted by the Brecon

and Methyv Railway (BIMR) in 1864, and cavied av
branchv ef the wailwony tewands Caeyphilly wherne

W linked end-te-end with the Pentyprudd, Caeyphilly
Rhvenddo ceal viov the Riwpmney voalley ond Nemypent
v 1878. Masenwuy anches and twee Latlice gindens
(now temeved) cressed meadews., the Riven
Riwymney and o tlvovmead ef the Machen Tuyplote
Weorks.

The viadudt played o ole in the industruiol e,
facilitaling the tvanspertation ef ceol reagwuced..

The 3.75 mile section of vavilwowy frem Machen te
Caeyphilly was plavuned aund constuucted ab o ceal efy
£11199.00!



Machen Tuin Stationw cuvcar 1940




Bats

Yew covmnel walk arveund the losp alb dusk witheut encountening bats! They sweop high
skimming yewv eary. They anve meat likely te be the Cemumen Pipistnielle Bal as this species are
woypid, displaying letsy ef twistsy cund twumns..

Bal actlivity iy ebsewed between Moy and Geplemben as they hibewate duwring the

eal of the yeavv. Theae small, nectwunal creotuwies ceme eul to feed en the midges, meths aund
ethen ying creatwes. They use echelecation te fund them:

@f , Emitted Wave of Bat

pipistelle baly: witps: /fwwuw.youtube.com/watch?u=6F5nHIVKASTE




Thiy iy o wadive, nen-native plont colled Himolayonw Bolaam, (st inteduced te the

UK i 1839. TU grnows in abundance aeund the leep as it tends te thnive aleng walen counses.
Tt iy a foeunite ofy bees, heweven iy vapid guewltihvmeons that it competes withy native plonts
Lev lightt, apace, meistuwre and nulnients. TUalse couses vivenbonk deguadation due te ity
Shallew: 1eelsy and cuwvuual guewtiv habils.






Conzenation

Quv steumy Welsh weathern con brrng huge aumewnly ef tovingoll and, increase velumes of
dewnstieanm cnd ends up gelling stuck en vivetbanks and i theey as yew coun dee en the
‘Cillen picking suppetts consenatisn by helping te reduce pellution, protect wildlife cnd
preaecue the baloance ef the ecosysten. TU alae helps the anea te be mene visually appecling
and give the communily o sense ef prude aund well-being asd well as keep owv wildlife soue .







Bal censerwalion - Bats (and thein wests) are o legalliy pretected species un the UK.
The baty aveund the leep 1eeal i the trees bull therne ane alde many ball bexes to provide
orlificiol veealy. We coum enhounce and prustect thev habitials by aveiding fuagmentolien ef
Mink cendemalion — Mink ane an asive species i the UK ao it is legal te trap
Uhem and huwmanely dispatch o them. This ia Te pretect and censene nalive species such ay
langel binds and theiv eggs, amphibiond, cuslaceound and ethev small monmumald-.
Himalowpoun Baldoun — te hetp consense oun native species of watewide plants, ib is
necedday e temeuve Himalayounw Balaowm wheneven peasible. Hewever, semetimes it con be
digficutlt te reach! Pulling it eul by hound ev cutting it lews: te- the geuwnd coun prevent tegrewtiv.
The main baue with this plont iy il deed ped — il containy aewnd 800 seeds, which i hew b

unoling bul has Te be used just at the vight time — when the seeds are present bul before
Llowening.




g@«'/lﬂl/ Muin Jelun Muiy wad beuw in Geellound i 1838. T 1849, he emigrated te Wisconsin,
TNz Ametica, wilh his foumily. T was in 1867, when he alimest lest an eye (due te auy
£ 4 industuiol accident ab wernk) that he abandened his caneenv and develed himsely lo
R natwe. He walked frem the Midwest te the Gully o Mexice and took in the Yesemile
Valley in Califgermniov. He attnibuted the foumations ef Yosemile te glaciol eveaion
which i3 new av genevally accepled Uheeuy.

Tt way as ey as 1876 that Muiv wiged the geveuument te adept a fevest
Qregon and Washinglen. He wanted natienol paks and ferests e be presewed in
Uheiv entinely aund i 1890, Yeaemile and Sequeio wene eatablished.

Muivas writings, w his Gievvo Clue publicatiens waised ouoarvenesds el
evirenumentol isdues cand helped 13 mere natienal (orests to be protected from

“Evewybedy needs comumenciol expleilation. His werk was alse influentiol in establishing Gruound

beauly as well as bread, Canyen Natienol Patk and Mewnl Rovinien Natienol Pank.
places lo playwwand — His contributions te the consewation and presewalien of Amernico’s wildewness
prowy v, whene natwee hawe been four-reaching.
may heal and give Newadays, the Jeluw Muinv awand i3 an envinermental anand that encewages
slengtivle bedy and pesple to discoven, explene and pretect wild places which is what T haue

uv 1912
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