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Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_IP8txyn5][bookmark: _Int_zeiS6uUx]Let us begin by considering, the benefits of storytelling with significance to language and literacy for children in their early years. According to Losi et al (2022) there are several advantages to storytelling and by combining these skills listening, speaking, reading, and writing this will enhance and facilitate children’s language and literacy. Throughout this analysis of two recordings that were produced, a traditional storytelling activity and a digital storytelling activity, any apparent similarities and differences will be analysed regarding developing children's oracy, reading and writing. The advantages of storytelling from pre-birth onwards will be discussed using relevant theory, policy, and practice.

Analysis
To begin with during this analysis, the first element to consider would be the book chosen by the presenter. The author Judith Kerr published her book The Tiger Who Came To Tea in 1968 and evidentially its popularity is unwavering (Wallis, 2013). Additionally, children now live in a net-generation and transpire from engaging their use of computers and the internet from an early age. In other words, the generation children transpire from today, have seen fundamental changes in storytelling and books that other generations have not experienced (Unsworth et al, 2005).
[bookmark: _Int_Bu2FnE5V][bookmark: _Int_HO7SwUzx]Furthermore, the first aspect to note is for what reasons story telling is an invaluable skill from pre- birth to seven years. Story telling is practised and communicated within families, therefore orally narrating a story would be a social process (Vasalou et al, 2020). According to Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, parents, caregivers, and peers are all responsible for facilitating the brain, consequently a child’s development depends on their social interaction (Daniels, 2012, Caselli, 2019). Additionally, before a baby is born, language development materializes amidst the mother's fluids in her womb. It is perceived that sound is difficult to distinguish but sound and intonation are evident (Laing, 2016). Chomsky believed that his language acquisition device was how children acquired there use of language however, Bruner suggests that additionally to LAD, a child needs an Adult scaffolder to underpin the Language Acquisition Support System (Caselli,2019). To put it more simply, the LAD is triggered by the enabling adult, this would transpire through storytelling, as the more language acquisition a child receives from an adult the greater their language skills will occur. However, storytelling is vanishing from daily life due to technology and alongside it are the benefits that children acquired, such as building good manners, bonding with children, developing good reading habits and it helps develop children’s empathy, some benefits that reading digitally they may not acquire (Sankahamla, 2020).
 


Throughout the storytelling recordings it was observed that questions were practised during both the traditional and digital activities. Neaum believes that, talking with children and elaborating on conversations will support language acquisition. However, children require additional language to support development such as discussing ideas, exploring, explaining, and having fun with language through rhyme and jokes (Neaum, 2012). Throughout the story the practitioner could possibly have extended the questions explored and extended the conversations with additional opportunities for engagement for the children. Additionally, language play can be fun when the words are manipulated and explored by the adults and children, consisting of rhyming, a wide pitch range, repetitive sentence patterns and marked lip rounding. This plays an important role in the early development of language, additionally it should be incorporated through all the stages of development (Chrystal,1996). However, unfortunately many practitioners and adults still feel that due to school inspections and parents’ expectations, written work is regarded to be the examples that need to be facilitated as documentation of children’s capabilities. Therefore, more focus is embedded into written work during pedagogy here in the United Kingdom, in comparison to other countries that facilitate lessons orally (Alexander, 2012).
Storytelling and Oracy help children explore and create their own stories, as it is unachievable to write without rhyme, rhythm and a sentence pattern. Language is a skill needed for children to be able to write independently. For young children language is principally heard through interaction with primary caregivers and family (Corbet and Strong, 2020). Moreover, singing is an important component in language development, this can facilitate vocabulary learning, sentence patterns and sentence structure. Additionally, fun transpires from singing which enhances learning and provides a child with an opportunity to interact with their peers (Pourkalhor and Tavakoli, 2017). Lastly songs can support vocabulary practice, there is usually a topic or theme to the song. For example, head, shoulders, knees and toes and furthermore I can sing a rainbow are designed for young learners and the repetition of words enhances certain vocabulary for children to utilize (Pourkalhor and Tavakoli, 2017).
During the activities recorded the practitioner uses her voice to engage the children therefore, this initiates a concept learning practice. Voice intonation through shifts in pitch, intonation and various voices keeps the children engaged and with attentive listening (Cekaite and Bjork-Willen, 2018). Without intonation it is difficult to comprehend the thoughts and expressions that you associate with certain words thus making it difficult for children to attain these without intonation. However, practitioners can feel unsure about intonation and lack certain knowledge surrounding the importance of it (British Council, 2022). This will not provide children with adequate skills in language development.

Moving on to explore, how children begin to read using digital technology and how does this compare with the traditional way a child has accustomed these skills. In the past much work has underlined that the home is where language acquisition begins, this experience for children now consists of a wider availability to attain digital texts (Levy,2009). With the amalgamation of sound and colour, moving images and sound digital technology has initiated researchers to oppose the traditional construct of reading and now has to accept that reading is a complex skill that extends past the capacity to decode text on printed paper (Levy, 2009).An equally important aspect to consider is the findings from the Annual Literacy Survey which tracks the enjoyment children in the United Kingdom acquire from reading and writing. The results from 2019 suggest that there is a decline and a stark decrease since the survey began in 2005 for daily reading (National Literacy Trust Research Report, 2019). Could the digital era be having an impact on children reading books daily? UNICEF (2022) have stated that one in three internet users worldwide is now a child. Organizations are working to help promote children’s rights and well-being to minimize the risk posed to children but to enhance creativity and possibilities for learning and participation. UNICEF facilitates programmes that gather evidence to protect children from the risks they may encounter digitally such as, Global Kids Online and Disrupting Harm.
Another aspect to note is, the use of digital competence for adults educating children in this new digital era. Donaldson was approached by the Welsh Government and asked to review the curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales, a report was produces suggesting strategies for a new curriculum structured on the strengths of education in Wales (Estyn, 2018). However, children are additionally encouraged to spend time in the outdoor environment in Wales with the new curriculum being implemented in September 2022. This new curriculum provides a holistic and meaningful experience for learning in Wales, additionally adults of whom will provide an authentic and unique pathway for each individual child, in an effective and exciting environment (Welsh Government, 2022).

Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Int_cWCquVpK]To conclude, it was evident from the recordings that the adult seemed more relaxed, confident, and experienced in their approach of storytelling within the traditional activity. Therefore, suggesting that adults do lack confidence whilst telling a story digitally on account of using appliances that they are unfamiliar with. Consequently, training is required for nursery practitioners working in the early years to develop their skills in providing the children with stories digitally. As the new curriculum gets established in Wales, along with the framework provided by Estyn in regard to Digital Competence, it is evident that this is the moment that underpinning adults knowledge further thus providing the children in their nurseries and schools with the skills they need to succeed in oracy, writing and reading digitally is apparent. Confident practitioners with digital literacy skills can help children and parents within their nurseries proceed into this new era of digital storytelling and language acquisition.
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