This essay will look at the boundaries that museums cross in the possession and display of stolen artifacts. This essay will discuss what boundaries have been crossed, various ways in which this could be rectified, and the reasons museums sometimes refuse to do this. The case study in focus is the Benin Bronzes, specifically the ones that are owned by, and are on display at the British Museum. The Benin Bronzes are a collection of sculptures from sixteenth century Nigeria which were looted and taken back to England in 1897. This case is used as an example of an artifact that was stolen, has been requested to be returned, and has not been returned; these are three boundaries that have been crossed, furthering the argument of this essay. The essay focuses on the boundaries crossed in the acquisition of artifacts in museums, using the Benin Bronzes as an example. This essay will argue that the boundaries that have been crossed can be amended. It will also conclude how they should be rectified, by the repatriation of the Benin Bronzes to Nigeria. 
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