Supplying the city of Rome: the development of Portus and the fall of Ostia

ABSTRACT
From humble beginnings as a fort at the mouth at the Tiber to Rome’s primary port and house of the grain for the entire city of Rome how does Ostia fall from grace to being entirely abandoned in the 6th century AD. In this essay I deliberate the development of the nearby harbour town of Portus and how it grew only a few miles north of Ostia and outpaced its sister town to the point of having all previous civic rights transferred there. Ostia firstly finding its own geographic location a primary downfall finding that the mouth of the Tiber was too narrow and the silt that built there to be affecting access to Rome to be against its success, does this factor that the town would still only function to a certain point, with the peak of ostia assumed to be in the mid second century I assess that though the new ports were not directly in the town, they did not immediately impact Ostia which was well established enough to survive to this point. Though the development of a town surrounding the new harbours was not intentional it is nonetheless incredibly likely, as the peoples of Ostia and surrounding areas will flock to where the most work is as Portus gradually grew this is an inevitable fact. Thus, my research seeks to find which variables could have caused such decline in a town that falls despite having all the frame work and a period of such economic growth and success. 
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DRAFT PLAN
INTRODUCTION 
· Briefly describing the roman grain trade at this time having such importance and thus making these towns invaluable in feeding the vast population of Rome. 
· Discussion of my main argument of whether ostia could have survived as the primary port for Rome throughout the empire using arguments such as the highly organised infrastructure or if the flaws with its size and geography could have been combatted
· Discuss the preservation of ostia and that how it leaves us with much evidence regarding how Ostia functioned as the home of most of Rome’s grain for a time.
· Compare the two towns briefly and highlight key reasons of both failure and success

SECTION 1 – RISE AND FAULTS OF OSTIA
· Highlighting Ostia’s initial importance to Rome in its supply of grain and role within the second Punic war.
· The diverse community Ostia had and how this effected the town and its civic rights.
· Explanation of the Claudian harbour and the faults in the initial methods of unloading ships[footnoteRef:1] before the harbour which was problematic in nature and in the geography of Ostia itself due to the narrow mouth and silting of the Tiber. [1:  Plin. Nat. 18.14-15] 

· The addition of the Trajanic harbour and the canal ‘Fossa Traiana’ following a huge storm in AD 62 devastating two hundred ships in the Clauduan Harbour due to its huge size[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Tac. Ann. 15.18] 

SECTION 2 – BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTUS 
· Portus developing into a town of its own right, and how this marks the beginning of the end for Ostia, despite the port facility of the Claudian Harbour being begun in 42 AD and Ostia’s peak being considered by Guy De La Bedoyere to be mid second century AD[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  De La Bedoyere, G. 2010. Cities of Roman Italy. Bristol, Classical Press. ] 

· The transfer of Ostia’s civic rights to the independent town of Portus which had become infinitely more valuable and in simple terms more convenient and the subsequent growth in trade during this period. 
SECTION 3 – PORTUS’S EFFECT ON OSTIA 
· Explaining that Ostia’s power and importance remains while the grain stores remain there using archaeological evidence of the grain stores in the great warehouse and bakery presenting a need for people as jobs and civic rights such as exemption from war remain the benefit of remaining in ostia too remain.
· Ostia’s eventual abandonment and the remaining strength of Portus during the fall of the Roman Empire and the future of the state and economy. 
CONCLUSION 
· Collate the evidence discussed and finalise the differences between the towns infrastructure and geography which lead to the varying fates
· How the trade in Rome was developed by these towns and Rome’s role in the Mediterranean at this time
· Deliberate if there was any way to avoid the fate of Ostia or if it was simply unchangeable nature and geography which begot its fate.
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