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Language and Literacy in the digital age
Children’s language develops in many ways using storytelling. Storytelling can teach children how to use words in the correct context and can help build vocabulary and improve pronunciation. Early Childhood Development Agency (2018) 
According to Maureen, I.Y., van der Meij, H. & de Jong, T (2018) Storytelling models how language can be used and is a natural way to communicate information with children. Storytelling supports literacy and also promotes writing skills and encourages children to make up their own stories.
Many young children now experience digital technology as part of their day-to-day life. Consequently, for Young children nowadays being literate should also include developing digital skills and knowledge.  (Maureen, I.Y., van der Meij, H. & de Jong, T, 2018). Similarly Robin, B. R (no date) Suggests that digital storytelling can make learning more relevant for children as even very young children are becoming more technologically aware and increasingly engaged and motivated by computer-based materials.
During both the traditional and the digital storytelling activity a puppet was used to enhance the story and bring it to life which as suggested by Sirigatti (2013) makes for a more meaningful, fun and enriching experience for the children.  The use of puppets gains the attention of the children and improves listening skills and the development of vocabulary. Ward, G, C. and Stadtler, M, A. (2010) state that a greater enhanced cognitive schema may be built where children have the added sensory input of touching and seeing the props alongside a story.
The storyteller appeared more focused and expressed many different voices and interacted with the audience in the digital activity. Through use of a laptop and having the story running on power point the storyteller was free to use their hands and tell the story without needing to hold a book and turn pages. However, during the traditional activity where the storyteller was using a book and many props, this distracted from the story and the storyteller lost their place and rhythm of the story on occasion. Results of an investigation by Ward, G, C. and Standler, M, A. (2010) suggest that using props are in storytelling supports children in using more descriptive language when retelling the story themselves. 

There was some interaction with the audience during traditional activity, the storytellers made eye contact and changed expressions which according to British Council (no date) are techniques that help captivate an audience. 
The traditional activity took place outdoors in a natural environment which supported the nature of the story. This can help set the scene and immerse the children in the story. According to Agosto, D, E. (2016) storytelling can improve cognitive engagement and where children are interested in stories they have increased motivation to understand them. Another important skill which influences literacy development is story sequencing which can also be encouraged and practiced through storytelling
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