The use of stop and search powers by Police in the England and Wales
This essay will be covering the history as well as the current issues surrounding the use of stop and search powers by the police within England and Wales.  These issues can vary from issues such as the large racial disparity of those who are being stop and searched by the police. Which in turn is leading to accusations of racial profiling by the police, with data that shows how deprived areas which have higher crime rates are more populated by BAME minority groups resulting in the significantly higher rates of stop and search being formed on these minority groups. Other issues surrounding the over usestop and search powers include, illegal searches performed by the police (searching a person body without any valid reasoning to do so) as well as searching people for non-significant offences such as low-level drug offences. As well as the history of misuse of the stop and search powers. Including the legislations that are put in place that give the police the ability to perform such searches with the likes of the section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 and Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984.
However, on the other hand there have been many numerous occasions where the stop and search powers have proved to be of a significant use to the police forces around England and Wales. In the world of preventative policing, with large numbers of potential deadly weapons being found on one’s person with the statistics to prove these benefits so. Furthermore, it will be looking at what is being done in order to help amend the issues of racial and religious bias within this area of preventative policing, such as training that is looking to be put into place that will teach officers to use their ability to perform a s top and search more conservatively. Despite the potential risk of deadly weapons being less likely to be taken off the streets. Of which the data collected further points towards. 
(Yesufu, 2013) states that the main issues regarding the use of stop and search laws dates to the 1970s that was “Characterised by the implementation of the ‘Suspicion Laws’, popularly referred to as the ‘Sus Laws’, which emanated from the legislation of the Vagrancy Act of 1824.”  The reasoning for the initial implementation of the 1824 vagrancy act was in order to punish those who were sleeping rough. (Lawrence, 2016) specifies that “anyone begging or sleeping rough without visible means of subsistence and ‘not giving a good account of himself or herself’ could be arrested and charged.” These new laws were put in place to essentially criminalise the homeless and the poor. 
[bookmark: _Hlk97083682]As of 1984 police have had the powers to stop and search under section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994. This gives the police the ability to stop and search someone if they “believe that an incident involving a serious weapon has/could take place within the officer’s area of locality. UK GOV (1994).  The other act that allows the police to perform a stop and search is Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Stating that “The primary purpose of stop and search powers is to enable officers to allay or confirm suspicions about individuals without exercising their power of arrest.” College of Policing (2017) 
College of Policing (2017) has further explanations that can provide much needed information to allow the police to perform a fair and effective execution of stop and search as:   A) justified, lawful will stand up to public scrutiny. B) officer has genuine and objectively reasonable suspicion that they will find a prohibited article for criminal use. C)the person understands why they are being searched and are treated appropriately. D) the search was necessary and was the best method for the officer could use to determine if a person had such an article. Though to some this information could seem as common knowledge, its is easy to forget things when it comes to being a in a high stress situation that could determine whether or not you will find a potential assault or even murder weapon it is very useful to have easy to access information such as the ones previously stated to help when it is needed the most especially to officers who are relatively new.  
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[bookmark: _Hlk97142673] Despite the statistics showing that the crime rate in more deprived areas is more populated by BAME peoples thus leading to BAME people being stop and searched under section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 at higher rates. It is still not acceptable that the racial disparity is so high. Tragic events such as the death of Stephen Lawrence, who was murdered in a racially motivated attack by five men with concealed weapons. Cathcart(2017). This tragedy eventually led to the MacPherson inquiry which concluded that racial stereotyping of minorities as potential criminals as well as troublemakers was a clear catalyst for the over representation of racial minorities within the national stop and search figures. Macpherson(1999). Many would possibly argue that this tragedy could have been prevented if the five white men were stop and searched this tragedy could have been averted. However, with them being white the police were much less likely to even consider searching them under article sixty purely out of racial bias because they don’t match what the police would consider to be people that could have potentially lethal weapons or illegal substances on their person. This argument is further backed up by data provided by the Home Office(2021) That to this day that “157 Black Other” people were stop and searched per 1000. Compared to the only “5 White British” per 1000. This data clearly demonstrates that even despite the risk of white British people being found in ownership of a potentially lethal weapon is a very much real one, such is the case of Lawrences murder. Due to potential unconscious/conscious biases people of an ethnically noon white background is still being treated mainly as the main antagonist for potential similar attacks 


With this in mind, we need to ask what is being done by the police within England and Wales in order to help tackle this racial bias that still troubles the police to this day? One of the programmes that are being implemented is the College of Policing Stop and Search Training Experiment. This was implemented by the college of policing alongside other partner groups such as Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC). This was put in place in order to help the British police to develop a new and expanded National policing curriculum. To help tackle issues such as unconscious biases as well as improving practical legal decision making. Giacomantonio et al., (2016) 
After being trained in this new way of police practice a research team was deployed to observe 30 different shifts across six forces. Noting officers’ responses in areas where stop and search was used more regularly than other areas. Many officers that after the training they were less prompted to conduct a full stop and search. Giacomantonio et al., (2016) noted that this was likely due to the change of the grounds to conduct a search being changed from “reasonable suspicion” to that of “genuine belief”. However Home Office Statistics(2015) show that the use of stop and search was already showing a significant reduction of a round 40% around the time of these training experiments were taking place. So, there is a good chance that this decrease is not solely down to the implementation of this new training. 
[bookmark: _Hlk97065240]With these investments of time and money into new training methods in order to help reduce the racial disparity and overuse of a section 60 stop and search it is key to still understand that these stop and searches can be vital in preventing a potentially deadly confrontation from occurring.  Like the previously mentioned Stephen Lawrence case if those five men had been stopped and searched under section 60 could have potentially stopped a needless death. further adding to this the increased hesitancy to perform a stop and search can hinder the polices ability to confiscate deadly weapons. This is backed up by data provided by the Home Office as well as by D.Clark. The data provided by the Home Office shows that from the 2010/11 the number of searches under Code A of PACE and other similar legislations took a constant decline from 1.2million to its lowest of almost 300 thousand in 2017/18. Since then, it has steeply started rising again from that year on Home Office (2020). This coincides with the data provided by Clarke which details the number of persons found to be carrying weapons during stop and searches under section 60. Showed that within the same timeframe of the number of cases of stop and searches being performed by the police dropping so did the number of weapons being found on one’s person. From 2010/11 police found 511 weapons, but then begun a constant steep decline up until 2017/18, with only 83 weapons being found. From then in tandem with the sharp increase of stop and searches the number weapons found one people had almost tripled within the first year. Clark (2022).
With such figures it is clear to the see the impact the use of stop and search has on tackling the high numbers of potentially deadly weapons on the streets of England and Wales. It could possibly call into question whether or not training police officers to be more hesitant towards performing stop and searches in order to prevent racial bias or the fear of being seen as racist may prove to be a potential catalyst for an increased amount of deadly weapons to still be in the hands of those who intend to use them to cause harm.
[bookmark: _Hlk97086623]Overall, it is clear to see that the implementation of stop and search was done so in order to help with the polices ability to tackle crime before it starts, with acts and legislation such as section 60 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 and Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Being vital in allowing the police to strip people of items that maybe used to cause harm to themselves or to others. However due to the higher crime rates in deprived areas alongside these areas being largely populated by minority groups, of which the vast majority of the time is not down to the actions of those people but due to unfortunate circumstances resulting in them living in more deprived areas thus leading to many people who are completely innocent being stopped in the streets and searched when they are just trying to go about their normal lives.  It has caused much distrust within the police and accusations of racial bias purely down to the colour of their skin or the religion they choose to believe being and far outdated racial stereotypes. With papers being published such as the Macpherson Inquiry further cementing that the police have a bias towards minorities being groups who are more likely to be troublemakers or to partake in criminal activity. These racial issues as well as new different training strategies being put into practice with the goal of reducing the unnecessary use of stop and searches by the police. However, with the implementation of such programmes the number of confiscated weapons confiscated by the police decreased significantly leading some to think that hindering the polices ability to perform stop and searches is going to lead to a larger number of people walking the streets with potentially deadly weapons resulting in tragic events such as the death of Stephen Lawrence who fell victim to an attack by a person who was carrying a potential  deadly weapon on there person. In the foreseeable future it is hopeful that associations such as the College of Policing will be able to help refine the definition of what is reasonable grounds for the conducting and how to perform an effective and fair  stop and search warrant in tun allowing police to be just as, if not more effective at taking weapons off the streets while at the same time not needing to be concerned with accusations of racial bias that could prevent them from seizing a potentially lethal weapon. 
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