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This Session Will Cover

• Research strategies

• Using the library search

• Environment databases

• Referencing support



Literature searching



• Familiarise yourself with your topic 
and previous research

• Perform a scoping / preliminary 
search.

• This will allow you to identify articles, 
journals and key authors on your 
topic.

• Note any key terminology, phrases, 
ideas you find.

Where to Start...



What is a Research Strategy?

DEFINE – YOUR TOPIC 
OR QUESTION

IDENTIFY – KEY 
AUTHORS, CONCEPTS 

& KEYWORDS

FIND – SUITABLE 
INFORMATION 

SOURCES

SEARCH – REFINE & 
REPEAT SEARCH

RECORD – BY 
REFERENCING 
CORRECTLY



Explore Your Topic 

• Books 

• Journals 

• Box of Broadcasts

• NewsBank 

• Subject Databases

• Google Scholar (link to the 
library in settings)

• Consider currency, availability and 
context when choosing your topic.

• There must be enough written about a 
topic for you to be able to research and 
write about it in detail.

• If it is too recent, there may not be 
enough research

• If it is too old, the research may not be 
current enough.



Search Process

Save Save your results and search history

Review, adjust and add Review, adjust and add limits (if necessary)

Combine Combine your keywords and run search

Find Find synonyms

Choose Choose the databases

Formulate Formulate a search with key concepts



Search Operators

https://libguides.mdx.ac.uk/ld.php?content_id=32846025



Phrase Searching & Terminology
Consider different terminology that may be used.

• Alternative words: Synonyms / Antonyms

• Phrase searching: Search for a phrase in quotations 
"exercise training"

• Subject searching: Controlled vocabulary



• Find our webpage in 
the University 
Intranet

• Library Search

• Help via chat

• Library website

Library Webpage

https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources


Library Webpage

• Academic & Infoskills
• NeedMore? service
• Getting started guides
• Opening hours



Library Search
• Menu to access 

your account

• Sign in to access all 
the functions 

• Save books and 
articles in your 
pinned resources

• Advanced search

• Needmore service

• Tabs along the top to 
access individual 
databases, journals, and 
online resource lists 

• Basic search box

• Drop down menus to 
search by type, e.g. 
journals, articles etc

• Links to Student 
essentials and guides



Library: Scoping Searches
• Start with a wide search, then 

narrow your focus.

• Be prepared to change direction 
as you find articles, theories, 
research.

• Your research question is not final 
until you have found enough 
information to carry out your 
investigation.



Filtering the Library Search

Library Search

Use the options on the left 
to refine and filter your 
results by:

• Full text
• Peer-reviewed
• Resource type
• Date
• Subject

Alternatively use the filters 
under the search box

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,gender%20AND%20art&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&offset=0


Finding Print Resources

• Filter to books – either using the 
drop down menu under the search 
box or on the left hand side

• Filter to Held by library

• Use the Map it link to locate any 
print resources

Library Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,semiotics&pfilter=rtype,exact,books&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,available_p&lang=en&offset=0


Use the Library Search to 
find ebooks

▪ Limit to Full Text Online

▪ Limit to Books

Limit Library Search to Ebooks Only

Ebooks

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,semiotics&pfilter=rtype,exact,books&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&lang=en&offset=0


▪ Where the book is held if it’s in print

▪ Link to ebook if it’s electronic

▪ How to request it if it’s on loan

▪ Related reading

▪ Virtual browse of other similar books

▪ Books on the same Online Resource list

The Item Records Include

Book record

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100544368302421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,semiotics&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&pfilter=rtype,exact,books&offset=0


Limit to Peer-reviewed Journals

Use the Library Search to find 
journal articles
• Limit to Full Text Online
• Limit to Articles

Peer-reviewed Journals

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,gender%20AND%20art&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&lang=en&offset=0


Evaluating Articles Critically
Things to look out for:

• Is it Peer-Reviewed?

• Does it contain stated research questions?

• How recent is it? What dates are shown on the 
references?

• Does it have a lot of references?

• Some databases will have records of Downloads, Shares, 
and how often it’s been cited by others e.g. Springer, 
Science Direct, Google Scholar.



Tips

Finding a relevant article / book can lead to many more resources.

• Note key words / concepts / terminology used

• Check cited in and cited by

• Locate key journals and authors

• Look at the recommended or related research of a book or article

• Use filters: date, location, type of resource



Your Account

• Sign into your account

• Link, email, print and pin resources 
in your saved items, or send to 
RefWorks

• Personalize your results by selecting 
your preferred discipline

Library Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,gender%20AND%20art&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&facet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed&lang=en&offset=0


Library Search or Individual Databases?

The library catalogue searches most of our databases when it performs a search,  

so why choose to search an individual  database?

• More specialised content – 
fewer, more relevant results

• More controlled indexing – 
filter results in greater detail

• Not every specialist database 
is indexed by the library 
catalogue



Database Search

▪ Browse databases not searched by 
the library search:

▪ BFI Player

▪ BoB

▪ Digital Theatre Plus

▪ Cite them right

▪ Go directly to subject specific 
databases:

▪ Art & Architecture Source

▪ Humanities Source

▪ JSTOR

▪ ProQuest Central

Database Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbsearch?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1


Art and Design Databases

▪ Art & Architecture Source

▪ Artstor

▪ BFI Player

▪ BoB

▪ Bridgeman Education

▪ Exact Editions

▪ ProQuest Central

▪ Vogue Archive

▪ WGSN

Art and Design Databases

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbsearch?query=contains,dbcategory,&tab=jsearch_slot&sortby=title&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&offset=0&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20design


Artstor

Artstor
Diverse and interdisciplinary

With more than 2 million images* (and growing), scholars can easily 
examine wide-ranging material such as Native American art from the 

Smithsonian, treasures from the Louvre, and modern architectural 

plans from Columbia University.
Ideal for teaching and learning in any setting

Users can explore, discover, and interact with images from around 
the world using a suite of tools that encourage direct interaction with 

content, including zooming in on images to explore details, comparing 

and contrasting images side by side, and creating presentations with 
embedded text and annotations. These tools can help students 

engage with the material in a more immersive way, enhancing their 
learning experience in any instructional modality.

Trustworthy, rights-cleared, and contextualized

The images in Artstor are curated from reliable sources and have 
been rights-cleared for use in education and research — you are free 

to use them in classroom instruction and handouts, presentations, 
student assignments, and other noncommercial educational and 

scholarly activities.

Unlike results from commercial search engines, the images are 
accompanied by high-quality metadata from the collection catalogers, 

curators, institutions, and artists themselves. And, with Artstor’s 
images integrated alongside JSTOR’s library of full-text and other 

media, students can more easily situate the content in a historical, 

critical or cultural context, while educators and researchers can 
strengthen the depth and quality of their teaching and research, make 

innovative connections, and spark unexpected discoveries.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100455702702421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art


Exact Editions

Exact Editions
• Access to 15 Art Journals
• Log in as University of Wales Trinity Saint David
• Access to current and back issues

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100484102802421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=10&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art


WGSN

WGSN – Fashion & Interiors
• WGSN is the world's leading 

consumer lifestyle and product design 
trend forecaster

• Provides accurate forecasts, global 
trend insights, expertly curated data 
and industry expertise to help 
understand consumer behaviour and 
lifestyles

• Used by clients and businesses to 
create products and trade at the right 
time and to adapt and stay ahead of 
an ever-changing consumer 
landscape and rapidly escalating 
climate priorities

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100431192702421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=20&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Science%20and%20Art%E2%94%80Art%20and%20media


ProQuest Central

Proquest Central
ProQuest Central is the largest single periodical 
resource available, it contains complete databases 
across all major subject areas

This includes:
Business
Arts and Humanities
Engineering
Applied Computing
Health and Medical
Language and Literature
Social Sciences
Education
Science and Technology
Performing Arts

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100224559102421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,Proquest%20Central&offset=0


Audio Visual Resources

Box of Broadcasts (BoB)
▪ BoB is a TV and radio service for education 
▪ Create your own account with your UWTDS details
▪ Create playlists or search for public playlists
▪ Create clips with your recordings

Academic Video Online

▪ Documentaries, interviews, demonstrations, etc
▪ View transcripts, details, and export citations to RefWorks
▪ Create clips of the videos or view previously created clips

LinkedIn Learning

▪ UWTSD has access to thousands of useful courses to improve 
your academic, professional and employability skills.

Image by Vinson Tan: Pixabay

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100361956202421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Audio%20visual
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100394611702421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Audio%20visual
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100404582202421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Audio%20visual


Cite Them Right Online 

▪ How to reference

▪ Plagiarism

▪ Study skills

Cite them right online

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100436002502421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=any,contains,Cite%20them%20right%20:%20the%20essential%20referencing%20guide.&offset=0&databases=any,Cite%20them%20right%20:%20the%20essential%20referencing%20guide.


Click on the ebooks link in 
Database Search

▪ Bloomsbury Academic

▪ Taylor & Francis 

▪ Ebook Central

▪ VLeBooks

Make sure to limit to content you 
have access to

Ebooks via Database Search

Database Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbsearch?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1


Taylor & Francis

Taylor & Francis

• Search or the ebook collections
• Limit to Licensed Content or Open Access
• Read online or download books or chapters
• See related books 

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100241659302421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains,dbcategory,&sortby=title&offset=10&databases=category,eBooks


Browse Journals via Browzine
• Search by journal title

• Browse by subject

• Keep up-to-date with 
the latest issues

• Create an account 
and stock your own 
shelf with your 
favourite titles

Browzine

https://browzine.com/libraries/1422/subjects/57/bookcases/75?sort=title


Online Resource Lists

▪ Reading lists for your course
▪ Created by your lecturers
▪ Link directly to library 

resources
▪ Books/ebooks
▪ Journals
▪ Databases
▪ Web resources
▪ BoB playlists 

Online resource lists

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en


Linking Google Scholar

• Search for Google Scholar

• Click on site

• Click on 3 lines (top left of page)

• Choose settings

• Click library links

• Type in UW Trinity

• Click search

• Tick the box with View it @ UWTSD

• Save

Google Scholar



LibKey Nomad

LibKey Nomad:

• Automatically provides full-text 
access to journal articles and eBooks 
subscribed to by UWTSD or open 
access alternatives while you are 
carrying out your research on the 
web.

• It is pre-installed on UWTSD devices.

https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/using-our-libraries/online-library/resources-for-research/


Summary
Identify key 

concepts and 
words

Select  suitable 
resources and 

databases

Combine with 
Boolean 

Operators

Run searches 
& save your 
search for 
future use

Review, refine 
and repeat as 

necessary Record by referencing 
correctly



Hints and Tips for Searching.. 
• Sign in to make the most of extra features

• Think carefully about your keywords and try 
alternatives

• Use AND, OR and NOT to broaden or narrow 
your searches, and use quotation marks for 
phrases

• Use the information you find to search for 
additional items

• Filter your results using the column on the left, 
eg. limit to full-text or peer reviewed articles and 
limit by date too



Help is Always Available
For help with research and referencing queries or for help with digital 
skills advice 

Emily Wild Academic Liaison Librarian email: 
emily.wild@uwtsd.ac.uk

For help with your librarian or Digital Skills Advisor from this page:
Book an appointment

General queries and help with loans:

library@uwtsd.ac.uk

mailto:emily.hywel@uwtsd.ac.uk
https://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/student-essentials/book-an-appointment/
mailto:library@uwtsd.ac.uk


Any Questions or Comments?
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