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	NAME: Michael McNally

	STUDENT ID No.: 2023881

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Media interaction with missing persons cases. How does it impact on the police investigation.  

INTRODUCTION:

Recent missing persons cases in the UK has highlighted the impact the media has in missing persons cases. This is more prominent in recent years with the availability of the internet and social media. Whilst media interaction can be vital in bringing public attention and awareness of the missing person, what impact does this have on the police investigation? 

Current incidents have shown that media attention can cause hysteria, vigilantism, and conspiracy theories to be generated amongst members of the public. The sensationalist view of media stories can lead to spreading of a false narrative and mis information that can hinder the search. Media attention can cause people, often with good intentions, to instigate their own searches, which can inadvertently destroy evidence and leads. The intrusive nature of the media impacts the families of the missing person which can prevent full engagement with the police. 







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Define a missing person and reasons people go missing.
What makes a one missing person more newsworthy over another.
Policing strategies for missing person cases.
Examine interaction between police and media.
What impact media has on police investigations into missing people.

I will review literature relating to missing persons, and research what impact reporting cases has had on the overall police investigation. 

I intend on speaking with specialist departments that deal with missing persons and gain their overall opinion on media involvement. I will also gain the prospective of the police media department. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

As a key part of this research, I will review numerous journals, textbooks, articles and review the key aspects of information already in the public domain. Current journals and textbooks suggest that research has been conducted on missing persons and the media, but I believe there to be a void on how this impacts police investigations. I hope to delve further into this area utilising the current research available and speaking to specialised units in the police that deal with missing persons cases. I also want to look at how the police communicate with the media and the effectiveness of this communication. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be reviewing literature relating to the topic, from this I will create a questionnaire relating to the project. The results of the questionnaire will be collated and reviewed to guide my conclusion.

I will also be seeking to interview specialist departments that either conduct missing person searches or provide media posts on behalf of the police. This will provide different perspectives for the research question.  


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be targeting professionals that work in specialist departments that conduct searches for missing persons. I will also aim to speak with media professionals within the police. Having insights from these professionals will outline both positive and negative effects of the media on investigations. 

A general questionnaire around the topic, will also provide an external view of the research question. Persons involved in this research will remain anonymous, but the evidence collected will give an overview. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I have not foreseen any ethical issues arising during this project. I will however update any issues if they arise during my research. 

	TIME SCALE:

Timescales for each section of this project have been set by the university. The overall completion will be by October 2023. 
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