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Written summary

I am going to be writing about the key skills that are needed to become a dancer in the performing arts industry. These are skills that are required for me to become a successful dancer in the industry and will help me to develop further. 
The first key skill that all dancers need is team working skills. Dancers will constantly need to work alongside other dancers. They will need the ability to work well with them and to form strong bonds with one another in order to create a healthy work environment. Team working skills also allow a dancer to become more in sync during routines and plays a vital role in group dances. 
Another key skill that is vital for a dancer to have would be coordination and time management skills. Coordination skills for a dancer are important as they will be performing at high energy and will need to be able to maintain their stamina and remember the routines that they have been taught. As dancers we have to retain a lot of choreography. Time management plays a major role in a dancer's life. This is due to the hours that we must train and also the amount of rest time that we need for our mental and physical health. 
Another major skill that dancers need is creativity. Having the creative skill allows you access to a different mindset that means that you have the ability to create choreography. This is important as you need creativity in order to dance.
To conclude my essay, I personally believe that the main skill that every dancer needs in the industry would be time management. This is because time is the most important thing as auditions and rehearsals all revolve around precise timing.
















Review 

The show Wicked is based on the story of Elphaba and Galinda from the Wizard of Oz. It was written by Winnie Holzman and lyrics/music by Stephen Schwartz who is known for his music in shows such as, Enchanted, The Prince of Egypt and Pocahontas. It is based before the story of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ which is about Dorothy. It focuses on Elphaba and her journey of how she becomes the ‘Wicked Witch’ and how Glinda becomes the ‘Good Witch’. The story follows the two friends who are hesitant to become friends at first, but overtime grow quite fond of each other and form a sort of friendship. It shows how Elphaba is misunderstood and that she was blamed for something that she didn’t do. The story is set in the land of Oz which is a mystical land with magical fairy tale beings such as munchkins, witches, wizards and much more. 

When I first entered the theatre, the atmosphere felt very mysterious as the room was quite dark and the backdrop was glowing green which symbolises Elphaba as her skin is green. The dragon animatronic that is located above the stage also had effect as there was fake smoke coming out of its nose which added to the suspense of the show, it made everyone keep looking at the dragon wondering if it would move. I sat in the stalls, so I had a good view of the stage, therefore I had the full experience. 

When the show started, I felt really excited as I had heard great things about the show, and I had high expectations. The show started with some of the characters climbing down a rope from the side of the stage and they were climbing down the set. This was really enticing to watch as it gave the audience a frightening experience to begin with. The animatronic dragon also started moving and was blowing a lot of smoke out of its mouth which made it more realistic and made the audience feel as if we were there. The first song to start the show off is ‘No One Mourns the Wicked’ which is quite a big opening number. I was immediatly on the edge of my seat with excitement as there were dancers coming from every direction and they were doing acrobatic tricks which I appreciate as I have experience with tumbling and acrobatics. Glinda who is played by Lucy St. Louis who trained at Laine, then flys onto the stage in a large bubble which she is attached to using a harness which is covered by her dress. When I first saw Glinda, I was immediately impressed by her soprano vocals as she had a very operatic voice and she was singing top notes with no hesitation or struggle. Her character has a very bubbly personality which attracts the audience and makes you connected to the character very quickly.

When the character of Elphaba who is played by Alexia Khadime who trained at the Susi Earnshaw Theatre School, is first introduced we could see that she wasn’t always the wicked witch that we know her as. She runs onto the stage wearing a coat and a skirt with a breifcase as she is excited to start school. As she enters the school she is instantly seen as the outcast as she is different to everyone else. This makes her feel quite melancholic as she doesn’t want to be different and she wants to be like everyone else. This makes us as the audience feel remorseful towards her as she has been treated differently her whole life. Further into the show she does her most known number which is Defying Gravity. It was a highly incredible experience to witness it live. As a dancer I always have high expectations when watching shows with big dance numbers as I am very critical when it comes to precision and high energy dances. One of the ensemble members really stood out to me whilst she was dancing and she caught my eye immediately. Every single move she made was sharp and very well executed. Her facials really drew me in and made her stand out. This to me is very important as it shows that she is enjoying herself and that she is passionate about her career.

To conclude my review, I personally believe that this show was brilliant and is one of the greatest musicals ever created. I was on the edge of my seat bursting with excitement the entire time and there wasn’t a second where I was bored. The cast were all phenomenal and their vocals were terrific. I found that they all embodied the characters and portrayed the roles perfectly. 




























Reflection
The class that I am going to be reviewing is my commercial dance class with Beth. There are many different styles within the commercial dance category, such as, commercial hip hop, commercial jazz, commercial heels/femme, and regular commercial which is normally what is seen in music videos and on celebrity tours. Commercial dance was originally discovered in the 1950s as dancers wanted to push themselves away from traditional dances like ballet and jazz.
[bookmark: _Int_PviciQXL]In this lesson we started rehearsing and choreographing our assessment piece. We started the lesson by going through our song possibilities with Beth and we chose to do the song ‘Am to Pm’ by Christina Milian. Christina Milian is a singer from New Jersey who mainly focuses on the style of music, hip-hop soul and r&b. The style that Beth chose to use as our choreography is more commercial hip hop. Personally, I don’t have a lot of experience with hip hop, as I am trained more in commercial, but I am finding this dance really fun to learn and I am picking it up and executing the choreography quite well. We started off by placing our starting positions and then we learnt the first 8 counts of choreography. This took quite a while as we had to make sure that everyone was seen in the formation. This was frustrating for some people but I myself found it okay as I am used to learning dances and waiting for positions to be placed. 
As the lesson went on, I was really excited as we were starting to put the dance together and I enjoyed working with my classmates. We all hyped each other up which gave us all a confidence boost whilst doing the dance. During the dance, Beth gave me a mini solo where I get to lead on my peers whilst I am walking on, and they are on their backs using their feet to push themselves across the floor. This made me really happy as I got to have my moment where it’s mainly focused on me, and I get to incorporate my personality and my sassiness into the choreography. During my mini solo, I was channeling my inner Cullen Neale who is a dancer that I have looked up to since I was a child. He is a part of my favourite dance team who are ‘The Royal Family’ dance crew from Auckland Australia. He is a very flamboyant and sassy dancer, and he always catches the audience's attention when he dances. 
Whilst learning the choreography I was struggling to get some of the hip hop moves as my body is not used to moving that way. I kept messing up the timing and I was unable to do the two moves one after the other as I could not get the timing. This made me feel highly frustrated as I was overthinking the move to much which was causing me not to get it. I overcame this by taking a minute to myself to go over the move at my own pace until I got it. I then went back to the group and joined in learning the rest.
One of my favourite parts of the class was when we had the first minute of the song completed and we did our first full out. A full out is when a dancer puts all their energy into the dance and hits every move sharply and with precision. The opposite of going full out would be marking the choreography which is where you hit the moves but with little energy. A lot of dancers use then when learning dancers as it is a great way to conserve your energy so that when you go full out you are not as tired, and you can have a higher energy level. When we did our first full out of all the choreography, we had learnt that lesson, I felt really excited because it was starting to come together really well, and we were starting to look like a team. This dance reminds me of The Royal Family dance crew as they have a similar style, and we did a move that is similar to one of theirs. This made me happy as it is sort of a slow-motion explosion move which has different levels and variations.
To conclude my review, overall, I found that the lesson was really fun, and I enjoyed learning our assessment choreography. The thing that I enjoyed the most was my mini solo where I got to have a moment where it’s focused on me. However, one thing that I am going to make my target for next lesson will be to go over the choreography and focus on the parts that I was mostly messing up on and perfect them.
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