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Rationale & Aims
Historic Buildings and Structures are some of the most visible elements of our heritage.  Like landscapes they can be “read” as unwritten records of the past – in most cases however, especially with later buildings, this unwritten record is supported by a rich documentary archive which can often illuminate details of the story.   
The proper study of historic buildings is multidisciplinary; involving collaboration between architectural historians, conservation architects, building archaeologists and practical building conservation specialists.  The diversity of approaches is reflected by the diversity of bodies involved in UK conservation practice.  The module therefore aims to adopt a similar broad based approach and explores the varied perspectives and attitudes to the significance, protection and conservation of the built environment.
The aims are:
· To give participants a broad based understanding of the architectural heritage of Wales and the UK from the late-mediaeval period to the present and enable them to “read buildings”; to begin to understand the story which they record and to be able to assess their cultural and historic significance.   
· To enable students to understand the complexity and problematic nature of architectural heritage within the built environment as a socio-political and cultural practice, enabling them to reflect critically upon its various conceptual and methodological issues.
· To enable students to critically reflect upon the various legal, conventional, ethical and institutional frameworks within which the activities and practice of architectural heritage take place.
Emphasis will be placed on how the heritage significance of buildings can be researched and assessed – In particular how field-evidence can be linked with other forms of heritage record to provide an integrated assessment.   
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
LO1	Demonstrate a substantial understanding of the ethical, conceptual and methodological issues which underpin the theory and practice of architectural and built environment conservation.  
LO2	Display a clear understanding of the relevant institutions, conventions, legal instruments and mechanisms which are associated with the protection and conservation of historic buildings, structures and environments. 
LO3	Offer comparative perspectives on the preservation, conservation and representation of architectural heritage and the built environment from different historic, social, political and cultural contexts.
LO4	Exhibit a broad knowledge of historic building construction, the characteristics of structures, the nature and properties of building materials and appropriate methods of repair and alteration of historic fabric.
LO5	Illustrate the use of field and archive research to investigate a building or structure, indicate it’s architectural and heritage significance, critically assess the range of threats it faces and make reasoned recommendations for an appropriate conservation management strategy.
Indicative Content 
This module examines the nature and character of architectural legacies and remains through the heritage and planning issues that aim to protect, conserve and represent the historic built environment. The module will explore architectural heritage approaches in the process of creating, revising and / or regenerating economies, socio political identities and cultural awareness.
This module introduces the diversity of architectural heritage in the UK and explores the chronological development of building styles, construction methods, technologies and materials and places them in historic context.  
It explores some of the chief conservation challenges facing each building type, construction method and material and explores how these issues may be addressed in a conservation management strategy.   
The module introduces the key bodies involved in their management and examines the different approaches which they have adopted to the assessment of historic building and structure significance, protection and conservation.
Key Elements of the Module Include:
· The ethical, conceptual and methodological issues which underpin the theory and practice of architectural and built environment conservation.  
· The relevant bodies, organisations, legal instruments and mechanisms (and the criteria used) engaged in the protection and conservation of historic buildings and structures.
· The characteristics of structures and structural elements (roofs, walls, etc.), the nature and properties of building materials and the techniques used in building construction.
· The architectural, archaeological and historical contexts of a range of historic buildings and structures with an emphasis on the later mediaeval and post-mediaeval eras.
· The assessment of historic buildings and structures: Research, investigation and recording.   
· The evaluation of the Heritage Significance of Historic Buildings and Structures together with the potential vulnerability of Historic Buildings and Structures to threats both internally and externally. 
· The design of management strategies to protect, conserve and monitor heritage significance – Conservation Management Strategies and Conservation Management Plans.
At each stage these issues will be explored by a series of case studies.  It should be noted that the Learning Outcomes noted above are themes which cross cut the individual elements and hopefully give them coherence.  You should explore each case study with those themes in mind. 
For more information the content of individual parts of the course please see the “Module Element Guidance Note” appended as a file on Moodle.
Assessment 
Assessment Component 1 – 50%
Essay of 2500 words.
Chose ONE of the following topics:
a.	Explore the legal and conservation pitfalls of renovating a pre-1919 timber framed building 
b.	Critically assess the value of conservation areas as a tool for the management of historic environments. 
c.	Assess the conservation challenges involved in the preservation and adaptive re-use of industrial heritage. 
Assessment Component 2 – 50%
Report of 2500 words
Prepare a Conservation Management Plan for a Single Building of your choice.  
This must NOT be a building which is already listed, scheduled or legally protected in any way (other than by being in conservation area) or which has been the subject to a detailed survey by any recording body.      
The building you choose must be:
· Older than 1919 (although it may have more recent additions or “extensions”).  
· Of a reasonable scale (a single house, barn or a small factory – it should not be a large complex with multiple units although one unit within a complex is permissible).  
· Local and accessible to you for a preliminary inspection and possibly a sketch survey. 
· Potentially significant and feasibly a candidate for legal protection. 
In other words chose something interesting and local to you which may (possibly at a stretch) be considered for legal protection.  Good candidates are non-conformist chapels, railway buildings, farmhouses and barns.  The choice is up to you.
The Project Report should be structured as Conservation Management Plan (see the Princes Regeneration Trust 2009).  It should contain:
· An assessment of the building accompanied by photographs and if possible a sketch survey (this can be very rough) 
· An evaluation of the possible heritage significance of the building.
· An evaluation of the possible threats facing the building.
· A structured management plan including both legal and conservation actions (interventions). 
· A monitoring plan to see if the management and conservation actions are successful
When researching and writing the report you are advised to look at and take note of:
The Princes Regeneration Trust 2009 How to: Write Conservation Reports.  See:  http://www.princes-regeneration.org/sites/default/files/files/publication/How%20to%20Write%20Conservation%20Reports.pdf
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Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 
	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes

	
	

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

This module is designed in line with 2 of the 5 pedagogic approaches to sustainable development identified by UNIESCO:

•	Critical and Creative thinking:  Critical and creative thinking enables people to explore new ways of thinking and acting, make informed decisions, and create alternatives to present choices. It involves reflecting on how people interrelate with one other, understanding cultural differences and creating alternative ways to live together.

•	Systemic thinking:  Thinking systemically is essential to sustainable development, as piecemeal approaches have proved not to work - instead resolving one issue while creating other problems. Sustainable development requires approaches which go beyond analysis in terms of ‘problem-solving’ and/or ‘cause-effect’.
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