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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross curricular approach.  
 
As a theme, I'm choosing to do ‘Wild West’. I'm doing this because it will be something different for the children to investigate and get involved with. This opens up a variety of opportunities to develop their skills while enjoying learning about new things. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
I am aiming this at year six, I believe that due to them being older they will enjoy learning about the history and recreating different things. When covering the six areas they will be working in groups and individually, this will allow them to develop different skills including their self-confidence.  
My first activity, which covers ICT and English, is the research of how life was lived in the Wild West Era. As a group they can use iPads/computers to research about how they lived and what usually went on during a regular day. They will also this time to see what sort of clothes they wore, and what transportation they used on a daily basis. Using this information, they can create a presentation on how they would make a living and manage to enjoy their lives. Using this information, they can communicate with the class and present their information in any way they please, as long as they show understanding of the subject.  
Linking my first lesson into the ‘Successful futures’ it links to language, literacy and communication as it is reading and writing, it touches on expressive arts as they are given a choice on how to present their findings to the class.   

‘Express issues and ideas clearly, using specialist vocabulary and examples’ Relates to the students referring to the framework and what they should be doing at this age, it will come when they are presenting their ideas to the class. When every group is presenting this is what is expected by each group to make sure they agree or disagree, ‘listen carefully to presentations and show understanding of the speakers’ conclusions or opinions’ as stated by the frame work. follow up points in group discussions, showing agreement or disagreement giving reasons. They will use the next point by going beyond what is wrote down by developing each point, ‘follow up points in group discussions, showing agreement or disagreement giving reasons.’  
As a cross curriculum approach to the activity, they can use drama to portray certain aspects of their lives, which will also touch upon health and wellbeing as they will be moving around and using energy to show what life was like. ‘Focus on a play-centred approach to learning’ as was said by Barnes which is what I am trying to implement with the fact they can do what they want and the fact they can express themselves however they want.  

For my second activity, they will watch and start to plan a ‘shoot-out.’ They do this by researching a few different styles that will I give them and trying to re-create their own, by planning using their literacy, language and communication skills and also their creative side to make sure they come up with something that will keep everyone intrigued.  

This links into their literacy, ‘Contribute purposefully to group discussion to achieve agreed outcomes’ deciding what to do, and it will be their creative side when they make sure they know what is happening and where they are going to complete their activity. If they didn’t use their creative side, then it would be to simple and wouldn’t hit the frame work of being ambitious and capable of using their ideas on a day to day basis. This lesson will also lead them into the next thing they need to do by making sure they are understanding of what they are doing and where the next lesson is going.  

For the next activity, I will get them to finish what they started and start to rehearse their own little ‘shoot-out’ (lasting for about 10 minutes each) from the Wild West era, this means they will have to focus on a variety of different areas such as timing, communication, expressive arts, and technology for sound effects etc and getting someone to film it so we can compare at the end of which one was a better representation of an actual shout out from the wild west era.   

Timing will link into the maths aspect, ‘select and use suitable instruments and units of measurement.’ They will have to choose whether each bit is seconds or minutes when planning it out, to make sure they can show off everything they need to in the time they are given. ‘Contribute purposefully to group discussion to achieve agreed outcomes’ when discussing how they should do things, and what they should say they will need to work in groups and come to an understanding. ‘Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’ was something Donaldson talked about, it means that the children will show what they can do and develop a skill they might need in future life depending what they pursue after education. There is a lot of cross curriculum as they will be using their literacy, language and communication ad mixing it with expressive arts throughout. They will need to make sure they are clear and provide the correct information as well as showing their creative side with language, and what they are doing throughout. Learners use ICT individually and collaboratively, depending on the nature and context of the task in hand, this is helpful as they are developing skills that can be used in future life if they are involved with computers, filming or anything that requires technology.  

For the final lesson they will watch a shoot-out that has been made in a film and then use their videos to identify the good, and things that matched up with the film. After a short period of discussing this they can then go onto writing a short story piece about how they would like to live their life in the Wild West era, designing a person and what they would like to do. After this, they can draw how they would like to look and even design a house if there is time. This would mean they can use their literacy and language, but also art and design as one.  

‘Write a comprehensive account of a topic or them’ this gives them the freedom to write about the topic, after researching it and doing a little play about what they know and what is fun. ‘Explore, experiment with and apply the elements of the visual, tactile and sensory language of art, craft and design’ they will have the chance to do this by experimenting and choosing different shapes and ideas to create their ideal life in the Wild West Era. This brings a small aspect of play in to the lesson as they will have the enjoyment of drawing, colouring and designing a variety of things.  

All of my lessons link in with using cross curriculum, due to there being the ‘core’ subjects which are backed up and assisted by ’play’ activities. This is good as the children will be involved throughout the lessons, whether it be something they want to do or something that they often are not usually interested in.  
The cross-curriculum approach is a very good idea in my opinion. The thought of a teacher bringing two subjects together, whether it be a core subject and something that doesn’t have a whole focused on or two ‘core’ subjects it will add in a big variety of learning for the students. This keeps them interested and makes them get involved with a group or even their own work.  

The tokenistic approach covers the fact that ‘It may look like two or more activities are involved in an activity...’ Looking at the approach this way it shows some pros and cons of this approach. The pro of this one is they can do different things, and this means they can develop their skills quicker and through different ways. However, when they don't link it makes more problems, because they could not understand what they are supposed to be doing, or how they are supposed to attack the task at hand. It is something that should be taken into consideration by any teacher as you never know when you are or aren't being tokenistic, affecting the learning of all your students.  

The theme based cross curricular approach talks about the confidence of well-knowledge teachers and they work well to motivate and inform children all across the board. It can also lead to ‘Tenuous links’ and ‘unclear aims’, due to this it means that a teacher should be careful what theme they chose to make sure it isn't tenuous for the learners. The pros to this are; when the right theme is chosen, and the correct teaching is making sure all learners are informed then it will make a good lesson and be exactly what Barnes think it should be. On the other hand, if it is done incorrectly, and doesn’t give the aims clearly then it will make the lesson unenjoyable, and something that will easily lose interest in when trying to learn.  

The double focus cross curricular teaching approach shows a balance between experience based and disciplinary opportunities. It ‘consist of both separate subject teaching and regular opportunities to put that subject teaching into combines action’ which is a good thing to do, as it attacks all sides of teaching and doesn’t say one teacher will be better than the other during the lesson. ‘Each discipline is of equal importance’ which shows a new side to teaching instead t being one main way of discipling and it depends on the teacher or school. This is good as everyone will be able to take teaching to a level, they’re comfortable at. Bearing in mind if every teacher takes a different approach the school won't have the same affect due to it being different each year, the students won't know what they can and can't do which will cause uncertainty in their lessons.  

Looking at all the sides of the cross curricular activities I believe that it is a good idea, and we should adapt Barnes’s theory. Even though when looking at different inter theory's they have had some cons they all link up and show that it is the right way forward, especially in today's ever-changing world. I believe that people will get to grips with the different theory's and learn better when learning through play as well as learning through your usual lessons. However, it does mean more work for teachers, but it will make the learning and understanding of students easier throughout the early years and continuing on to the older years of primary school. Good consistency throughout the years will help effectiveness and back Barnes throughout.  
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