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[bookmark: _Toc98972935]Introduction 
Participation in the local community is critical to the success of any initiative. To create an equal society, community involvement programs must be self-governing. Participation in constructive responsibilities may be facilitated in various ways via community engagement initiatives, such as by reducing community challenges or by encouraging good deeds for the community. A program of community engagement is being implemented for the greater good of society. Child abuse is one of the greatest problems in the United Kingdom now a day. Significant numbers of children are subjected to severe maltreatment and abuse by family members, teachers, classmates, and members of the larger society. One in five children have been severely abused or neglected (NSPCC Learning, 2022). Nearly three times as many children who have been mistreated by their parents or caregivers will also be exposed to domestic violence. One in three children who were sexually molested by an adult did not notify anybody about it at the time. Poor mental health is linked to all forms of abuse and neglect. Maltreatment, sexual abuse, and physical violence were strongly linked to lower emotional well-being, including self-injury and suicide ideation. By implementing community involvement initiatives, several UK organizations are working tirelessly to combat Child abuse. Barnado is an organisation which is basically worked for the abused children of the United Kingdom.  They provide the best treatment for the child abuse. To combat this issue, they're working to expand a community network. So, as a project planner, I'll be running a locality-based program powered by Barnado in order to address and educate the community.


[bookmark: _Toc98972936]The Effect on Child abuse 
According to government figures, a record number of children in the United Kingdom have died due to abuse in recent years. Child abuse is associated with a high death rate. Children who have been abused or neglected have emotional scars that they carry with them for the rest of their lives. Many victims of child abuse have low self-esteem and experience shame as a result of their ordeal. Loneliness and bullying are common occurrences for children who have difficulty forming close friendships. A lot of kids are depressed and even suicidal at times, and it's not uncommon for them to express these emotions. Health difficulties, malnutrition, and even death are all possible outcomes for children who are subjected to abuse and neglect (Baker and Duncan, 2015). Depression and other long-term physical and mental health issues might result. Many people who commit significant crimes were abused as children, according to research (Bakhtiar et al.,2019). For families, abuse and neglect have an effect that goes beyond the individual kid and can leave them nervous and unclear about how to help a child who has suffered abuse or neglect. Families frequently find it difficult to deal with a child's behaviour and attitudes, and it can be hard to know what to do. The following figure represents the child abuse result:
[image: Child abuse offences England and Wales 2021 | Statista]
[bookmark: _Toc98972960]Child abuse scenario
Source: (Ons.gov.uk, 2022)
As a result of child abuse, the government's expenses have soared. Adolescents who have been mistreated often turn to illegal ways of generating money to purchase and consume other people's stuff. According to the company's standards, a year passed between the two offences.
[bookmark: _Toc98972937]Description of The Program
Organising community activities may contribute to a decrease in the rate. These factors contribute to child maltreatment, including ignorance, mental instability, and familial difficulties. All three of these challenges are solvable via the organisation of a successful community engagement event. By speaking out against abuse, society may band together to interrupt the abuser cycle. It has also attempted to detect abused children, and its effectiveness is proportional to the level of awareness among people affected by abuse. Addition Action, for instance, the group may employ community-based program to raise awareness about the problem. Barnado has a more excellent grasp of how to assist persons in their community who have been mistreated. Educational institutions may be able to help in this case by offering information and doing activities. The organisation has arranged different types of community engagement program for reducing the child abuse. This organisation has arranged road show, arranged meeting with the community leader Etc.
[bookmark: _Toc98972938]Action Awareness on Community Engagement Principles
According to the organisation, Barnado works to change the situation and foster a safe and healthy society with the community's assistance. As of 2020/21, the United Kingdom's police had documented around 24.8 thousand child abuse crimes, an increase of 2.9 thousand offences over the previous reporting year, and a record high for this kind of crime nationally (BBC News, 2022). The organisation has established various programs and services to assist as many individuals as possible. Several examples of these kinds of programs are as follows:
· The organisations work to raise public awareness. This program, created by the organisation for Child Abuse, attempts to save children's lives by encouraging recovery groups and enhancing parental knowledge about how the children could be recovered from child abuse. Due to the increase level awareness, the rate of child abuse has been reduced gradually than the previous time.
· Barnado runs an initiative that awards grants to community members interested in investigating child abuse and developing more effective responses. This tool assists in the identification of more efficient solutions to this issue. Communities collaborate to produce ideas that may be implemented in their local areas.
· Community-based by giving information and assistance to children impacted by mental illness caused by abuse, Barnado hopes to bring parents and children closer together. It fosters an atmosphere in which children may be exposed to their family members' maltreatment. Barnado’s response to the Hidden Harm program was designed for unsporting members of society to increase awareness of the horrific impact child abuse has on the community and assist them in putting an end to it (MacPherson, 2019). Its purpose is to increase their understanding of the devastation caused by child abuse and urge them to take action 
As described in the next phase, community participation would be emphasised for this specific group of individuals following previously established concepts of socio-cultural integration and multi-cult therapy.
[bookmark: _Toc98972939]Socio-cultural integration
If a civilisation sticks to all of its religious and social principles, it may significantly affect the world. Everyone can protect a child from abuse at some time in their life(Tsegay et al., 2020). Among these considerations are the following:
Follow the cultural norms: Community values may place a premium on imparting information about the cultural dimensions of societal norms and opposing child exploitation and abuse. Harmony of the community members reduce the impact of the child abuse to a greater extent. Besides, social values help to reduce child abuse (Kim and Maguire-Jack, 2015). 
Recognising and resolving problems: Numerous personal and societal factors lead to child abuse such as divorce, extra martial affair Etc. Local governments must make choices and take action to solve the immediate issues, and the general public must comprehend the crisis's nature.
Participation in social media: As a consequence of COVID-19 and increasing internet usage, a substantial social media following has formed. Individuals' activities on social media platforms affect the people’s mind. Social media promotion for reducing the child abuse can reduce the impact of it (Westlund et al., 2018).
These things may contribute to the ability to make a positive difference in the United Kingdom. It will benefit a wide variety of cultures that have been impacted by child abuse. Participating in various social activities will keep them occupied and provide them with a strong sense of belonging, both of which will benefit them in escaping abusive circumstances.
[bookmark: _Toc98972940]Multi-culturalism
The term "multi-culturalism" refers to the coexistence of people from many cultural backgrounds within a single civilisation. Generalisations concerning how various cultures see religious and ethical rules and laws are unattainable. Such multicultural norms and standards may be crucial in combating child abuse. It will assist individuals and communities in adhering to established practices, beliefs, and modes of thought. To mitigate the impacts of child maltreatment, it will depend entirely on mental strength. Before engaging in any criminal activity, it is critical to assess the risk of child abuse. This may be accomplished by increasing public knowledge of the issue and taking a stand against it (Vora et al.,2019).
[bookmark: _Toc98972941]Strategies for engaging the community
In an area where child abuse is prevalent, lower-income families, social cohesion, and the neighbourhood's overall stability would all suffer. Child abuse and other social problems must be eradicated from society. With a bit of time and effort, including the community in the fight against child abuse may have a significant effect. The community may get more interested in this kind of social activity by following the outlined guidelines.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recognise: As a parent, one may assist their kid in remaining safe by training them to remember the rules so that when someone violates one, the child will identify it. "What if" questions may help children identify potentially harmful circumstances or violations of rules. For example, "Would it be appropriate if your babysitter touched your body parts?" Safety needs should be examined regularly, and "what ifs" should be practised. 
Report: Children are instructed to notify an adult they trust immediately upon becoming aware of a dangerous situation or a violation of safety rules. Parents must encourage their children to create a list of individuals they could inform, such as family and friends, and then practice telling each person what they want to say.
Adolescents who have been abused are defenceless in the face of their abusers. They often fail to persuade people to refrain from using their loved ones. If children find themselves in this situation, they should notify a trusted adult. A kid should be taught to quickly report an adult if they see someone breaching the safety rule regarding private body parts, even if the violation was not their fault.
Refuse: To assist the kid in avoiding potentially hazardous situations or instances where a rule is violated, parents should encourage them to develop various methods to say no. In some cases, a simple "no" may not be the best reaction and may instead compound the issue. "Stop that," "I'm not permitted to play touching games," "No, I have a safety rule that I'm not allowed to remove my clothing," and "I'm not going to do that" are all acceptable replies (Yang et al., 2021).
Children should be educated that they have the right to say no to adults in positions of power over them and family members or adults who look after them if safety rules are violated (for example, Barnado’s research).


[bookmark: _Toc98972942]Conclusion
The report discusses the prevalence of child abuse in the United Kingdom and how organisations like Barnardo's work with the local community to combat the problem. Due to a shortage of research, the study focuses on child abuse concerns in the community and possible treatments. Child abuse is at the heart of a wide variety of criminal acts. This crime may be controlled if the local government and other non-governmental organisations (NGOs) work together to safeguard preventive measures designed to prevent child abuse. Social and cultural activities can help resolve this predicament. Child abuse is wreaking havoc in the United Kingdom. It is depleting human resources, which increases crime rates.
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