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Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection
Task 1
I have chosen to read the book ‘Babs a Benja – Gwyliau yn Sbaen’ to a Year 3 class of 29 pupils. I have chosen to read this book because it suits their ability level as they are not very strong at Welsh. It also fits with their theme for the term which is ‘Travel Agents’. A copy of the lesson plan can be found in appendix 1, this shows how my lesson will fit with the curriculum and what the learning objectives are for the lesson. The lesson focuses on the Welsh 2nd language element of the curriculum in Wales (DCELLS, 2008). Within the lesson I am trying to improve the pupils oracy skills in Welsh along with reading and writing in Welsh. I am hoping to achieve this by getting them to answer questions in Welsh orally before writing their own sentences about the book in Welsh and peer marking each other’s work.

Task 2
The video of me reading the book to the pupils is attached in the link below.
https://youtu.be/dPKizGpNTa4

Task 3
Feelings. 
I felt that reading the book went really well, all of the pupils sat quietly and listened well throughout the book. However I feel that the activities after reading the book were too complex for the pupils and they really struggled with the tasks.
I feel that my pronunciation of most words whilst reading the book was good, however I need to work on my intonation because I did not alter the way I spoke to match what was being said in the book.
Remember and Understand.
When I was reading the book, all of the pupils listened well. From my introduction I was able to see that a lot of the pupils were struggling with the simple sentence structure that they had been previously introduced to, this meant I was able to adapt the activities I had planned before I handed out the task to the pupils.
Initially I hadn’t planned for any differentiation in the task because I was not fully aware of the class’ Welsh ability, therefore I just wanted to see what each pupil could do. However after adapting the activities during the introduction I did include differentiation so that the lower ability group were working as a group with an additional adult writing for them, the middle ability group were working as small groups and writing their own sentences, and the higher ability group were working in pairs to write their sentences. 
During my plenary I was able to see which pupils were starting to understand the sentence patterns and which pupils needed more help with structuring their sentences.
All of the pupils focused very well whilst I read the book to them, and several pupils even tried to answer the questions in Welsh as well as English.
Although I had been told that the class had poor Welsh language skills, I had not fully understood quite how poor they were. This meant that when I was asking questions I had to break in down into smaller chunks and work through each answer with them because they could not fully understand the questions or how to work out the answers.
The lesson would have been much more effective if the pupils had a better understanding of Welsh language. If they were better able to understand and use Welsh then the lesson would have flowed much more smoothly, they could have answered the questions quickly and without me having to break each question down into smaller chunks.
Evaluate and Analyse 
I believe that although the pupils did move forward in their learning because most of them learnt a couple of new sentence patterns to use in their Welsh work, they also reinforced their understanding of sentence patterns they had used in the past. They could have moved forward a lot more if I had fully understood their ability levels in Welsh and therefore planned more appropriate activities that would have been much more helpful in moving the Welsh language forward.
All of the pupils met the first learning objective as they were all able to say what happened in the book in English, whilst some of them could even tell me in Welsh by the end of the lesson. Most of the pupils were able to meet the second lesson objective because they were able to write short sentences about the book, and were able to say what they liked and disliked about the book. Although they were working together in either groups or pairs to write the sentences, everyone in the group was participating in the task and putting forward their own ideas.
The class was very well behaved throughout the lesson and this was shown in their work, they were all trying their best to contribute to the work they were doing.
Conclusion and Actions
The main issue with the lesson was that I had not fully prepared for the class’ Welsh language ability. Therefore if I was to teach the same lesson again to another class, I would make sure that I fully understood the Welsh ability of the class before planning my activities. Also I would make sure that I provide clear differentiation in my tasks to suit every ability group in the class. I will always ask the class teacher for further guidance when planning for differentiation in a new class as it is hard to understand how far to push the higher ability group and how much extra support is needed in the lower ability group.
The feedback I was given from the class teacher was that I needed to have more differentiation in my activities and that I needed to be more confident when reading the book. I personally completely agree with this feedback because I knew that I needed more differentiation in my activities as soon as I started my introduction. Also I felt that I wasn’t very confident when reading the book because I’m not very confident reading aloud, whether it be in Welsh or English. To improve this for the future when I have to read something in Welsh to a class I will make sure that I practise reading the piece a lot more than I did this time. 
By having more differentiation in my tasks I will be helping the pupils to become ‘ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’ (Donaldson, 2015) this is because they will each have a task well suited to their ability so they will feel more confident in the work they are doing as it is within their capabilities. 
The assessment for learning strategies I used were using lollipop sticks and a random name generator to select random pupils to answer questions throughout the lesson. This meant that all of the pupils were thinking of answers just in case they were picked. It also meant that I was able to see how each pupil could both understand and speak Welsh.
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Session Plan – Key Stage 2

	Name of trainee: Megan Moore
	Session ref: 


	Personal target(s) in relation to QTS:
· Begin to make appropriate use of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig.  
· Begin to organise and manage teaching and learning time appropriately

	Year group: Year 3
	No. of learners: 29
	ALN:  Differentiation for higher, middle and lower ability.

	Additional adults: The additional adult will be supporting the lowest ability group, with the writing task.

	Learning objectives:
· To listen to the story ‘Babs a Benja – Gwyliau yn Sbaen’ and understand what is happening in the book.
· To write sentences saying what you liked or disliked about the book.
	Success criteria:
· I can understand what is happening in the book.
· I can write 3 short sentences about what happens in the book.
· I can write 2 sentences about what I liked and didn’t like about the book.

	Links to previous learning:


	Curriculum coverage (range, skills)
Welsh 2nd language 
· see and hear different people talking, including those with different dialects.
· view and listen carefully responding orally, in writing and non-verbally.
· present their work appropriately by: 
· developing legible handwriting in accordance with convention

	Literacy (LNF)
· Review and improve sections of their work.
· Use a basic structure for writing.
	Numeracy (LNF)

	ICT
· 
	Thinking 
· 
	ESDGC
· 
	YCC
· Welsh language will be used throughout the lesson.
· Welsh will be used in both writing and speaking during the lesson.

	Time
	Session activities, organisation and management 
	Key questions & Assessment for learning opportunities

	10 minutes
	Introduction 
· I will go through the basic sentence patterns that the class already knows. Such as ‘Rydw i’n byw yn….’
‘Rydw i’n hoffi….’
‘Dydw i ddim yn hoffi….’
	· The class will have to write the sentence patterns on their individual whiteboards to complete the sentence with the missing words.

	30 minutes
	Main activities 
· First I will read the book ‘Babs a Benja- Gwyliau yn Sbaen’. 
· I will ask the children some simple questions about the book, such as:
· Beth ydy nhw eisiau ei fwyta?
· Beth mae pawb yn wneud? Dawnsio a ….?
· The final task will be for the pupils to write at least 3 short sentences in welsh about what happens during the book and what they enjoyed or didn’t enjoy about the book.

	· I will use lollipop sticks to ask random pupils a question about what happens in the book.
· The class will have a go at peer marking each other’s sentences and see if they can make any better sentences after seeing another pupils work.

	10 minutes
	Plenary 
· I will test the class on any new sentence patterns they have learnt throughout the lesson and reinforce sentence patterns they have previously learnt. I will do this by both saying welsh sentences and writing welsh sentences on the whiteboard and asking them to pick out any errors or fill in the gaps.
	· I will use a random name generator to select a pupil to answer each question.

	Key vocabulary (English/Welsh)
Bwyta 
Dawnsio 
Chwerthin 
Hwyl 
Ddoniol 


	Resources 
Individual whiteboards 
Whiteboard pens 
‘Babs a Benja – Gwyliau yn Sbaen’ book.
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