Design, conduct, and write up a research report examining differences in attitude in feminism
Abstract
A variety of research has investigated the attitudes of feminism ever since it developed in society. In recent years, a third wave of the movement has arisen and with it, a new debate has sparked between those who believe in its necessity and those who do not. Most commonly, this debate has involved the traditional gender split between men and women. As a result, a study was designed to investigate whether a difference existed within the attitudes towards feminism between them. Below, this report will discuss the methodology and results of the study, along with how the present findings may coexist with the previous research.   
Introduction
Throughout the world, gender has remained as the epicentre of many a debate regarding society, the community and even the family dynamic (Litvak 2021). From this social focus, feminism has arisen in multiple phases, each striving to close the gap of inequality, whether that be politically, sexually, and/or legally. Such notions have sparked cries for change and thus, it was only inevitable that opposition would rise up in favour of tradition. Despite developing over a hundred years ago, the feminist movement remains as a lightning rod for scrutiny from many organisations who have taken on a variety of stances, from traditional religious groups such as Islam and Catholicism arguing that women are socially inferior to men and/or belong inside the home, (Middleton, 2021) to more female – centric arguments which suggest that women born in the 1990’s and onwards are less likely to identify as feminists and no longer wish to continue to push for the same treatment which men receive in modern life (Aronson, 2012). For instance, Middleton (2021) made the claim that the catholic church was the most patriarchal organisation in the world, and that under their rule, women were treated poorly as instructed by the Gospels. With this in mind, the question arises; How do men view women in the present? For instance, Raine and Strong (2019) supports Middleton’s (2021) claim that women are marginalised in the world as they found that in the music industry, women made up only a total of thirty-six percent of the production of six hundred songs, with a majority of the percentage belonging to performance (22%). Therefore, it can be concluded that in some facets of society, women do not receive the same treatment as their male counterparts, and as extension of this, it can be suggested that feminism may still be an important organisation to this day, due to its ongoing clash with patriarchal sympathies. Such lines of inquiry can be supported by Aronson (2012), who proposes that heavy resistance has arisen through gender-oriented industry and patriarchal organisations therein the church. Thus, with this mounting information dividing the argument further, the question overarching a study of our own has been deemed as a necessity: In terms of our current day in age, is there a difference in attitudes towards feminism in males and females? Going forward, this report will focus on describing the methodology and results of this study, along with a discussion of the participant’s results and how they link to the wider world.
 
Method
Participants
The participants who took part in this study were all recruited from the Experiment Management System (EMS). The participant pool consisted of twenty-four undergraduate university students with a mean age of 26.77. In terms of gender, the participants were split into seven men and seventeen women, thus giving a gender disparity by ten.
Design
The variables of the study were kept simple. Our independent variable (IV) was the gender of our participants, and our dependent variable was the questionnaire which we implemented to gauge the attitudes towards feminism. With that being said, the present study was a between – subjects endeavour. Whether male or female, our participants both were required to take part in the same five questions which made up the study and therefore an independent t-test was required to garner results.
Materials
The questionnaire used in this study was the Feminism Attitudes questionnaire by Murphy et al., (2021). In which five questions were asked as follows; “I identify as a feminist.”, “I believe the feminist movement has gone too far.” (reverse scored), “I support the feminist movement.”, I believe the feminist movement is necessary.”, and “I support the #MeToo movement.” All of which were scored on a likert scale of 1 (Strongly Agree), 2 (Somewhat Agree), 3 (Neither Agree or Disagree), 4 (Somewhat Disagree), and 5 (Strongly Agree). Final scores are then tallied, with higher scores suggesting a lower attitude towards the movement. 
Procedure
After being recruited for the study, the participants were then instructed to take part in a small questionnaire within the laboratory. In which they were given an information sheet and were walked through the steps of the study before then being asked to provide consent. For the participants who chose to provide consent, they were then allowed to finish the questionnaire, and were then given a debrief sheet which explained the motivations of our study.

Results
An Independent samples t-test was conducted to compare the attitudes towards feminism for both men and women. However, no significant difference was found within the scores for males (M = 9.43, SD = 1.81) and females (M = 10.88, SD = 5.00); t(21.90) = -1.04, p < .05, two tailed). The magnitude of the differences in the means was found as follows (mean difference = -1.45, 95% CI [-4.34, 1.43]). Moreover, overarching these results, Levene’s test for homogeneity concluded with a .01 thus concluding that the present study possesses a disparity between the sum of the male participants and the female participants.  

Discussion
From the results of the study, it is necessary that the first detail that is mentioned is that the overarching results were found to be non-significant, meaning that there was no explicit difference between men and women in their attitudes towards feminism. Moreover, a glaring limitation must be discussed, in which, within the participation pool, a disparity can be identified, with the men who took part being outnumbered by over double the number of women. Therefore, the study failed Levene’s test of homogeneity, and as a result, the outcomes of this study remain a matter for debate. On the other hand, it may be possible that such a result therein Levene’s test of homogeneity may directly result in the non-significant result, and thus, it is possible that had the participant pool been equal in number and gender, then perhaps the study’s results may differ. Although despite this, whilst the means of the participant’s results may be non-significant, from the individual responses of the Feminism Attitudes questionnaire, it can be inferred that both the male and female participants possessed an equal positive regard for feminism, with only a few exceptions, thus, suggesting that perhaps with the development of time, feminism as a concept has become a staple in this modern civilisation of the west (Murphy et al., 2021). 
However, while it is apparent that western culture is warming to the concept of feminism, as suggested by the study’s results, it must be stated that such a movement is not as welcome in other parts of the world as it is here. As an example, Litvak (2021) discussed the feminist movement in the middle east. In which, they found that due to the strong beliefs of Islam which dominates the region, many political and religious leaders have rejected feminism in order to, what they claim is, protecting the natural order of the world, as they argue that women are not only physically weaker than men, but also lack intelligence and morals as well. Moreover, from a political point of view, the author suggests that feminism represents a greater enemy found within the west, and that by promoting a way of life which involves both men and women working in unison is nothing but a cultural affront on their way of life (Litvak, 2021). Such a line of thought can even be identified within our own region, as Middleton (2021) has claimed that as the Catholic religion dominated the west, its historical poor treatment of women through the double standard and oppression, through the methods of keeping them uneducated and in the home. As a result, the author links the religious tale of Adam and Eve, and more notably Eve’s hand at diminishing humanity to mortality, to the continued sexist perspective held towards women to this day. Such a notion can be supported by Murphy et al., (2021) who conducted a study of their own. In which they found that participants who possessed a particular disposition towards feminism, whether it was positive or negative, were more likely to be susceptible to fake news regarding feminism if it entrenched their previously existing opinions. This can provide some strength to Middleton’s (2021) claims, as it is mentioned in the Bible that a woman must be obedient to her husband as well as care for their children. As such, the results from Murphy et al.’s (2021) study can be corroborated with the strong opposition to feminism which is undertaken by a majority of religious groups.  
However, while religious opposition may be prevalent throughout the world, it is clear that within a more secular society therein the west, women have a stronger presence within the workforce. For instance, Raine and Strong, (2019) found that while the overall participation of female workers within the music industry was rather lacking compared to their male counterparts, they did possess a notable presence within the workforce, unalike the eastern world. Moreover, due to the researchers looking into six hundred songs, it can be assumed that the study undertaken was extensive and thorough, with a majority of the workforce consisting of men (74%). Although before a conclusion can be made, it is unfortunate to mention that the study does not look into the attitudes towards feminism within the music industry, only the workload. Thus, the question arises on whether the staff behind the production of these songs share negative attitudes towards the feminist movement or if there is another confounding variable present, such as a lack of interest in mixing technology among women. With that in mind, it is important to retain a sceptical attitude towards Rain and Strong’s (2019) study as it may not fully depict the full context. As an example, Aronson (2012) has suggested that therein the newer generations of the two-thousands, the number of people who identify as feminists have only increased, thus challenging the notion that we have entered a postfeminist age.

Conclusion
In sum, it is clear that feminism remains as a source of division within the world, especially within the religious realm (Middleton, 2021). From the results of our own study, it is suggested that the movement towards equality is much more welcome within the west, as despite the disparity between the genders, it was apparent that there was no distinguishable difference between the results from either of the men and women, which further supports Aronson’s (2012) suggestions that western society has not reached a postfeminist phase, and instead broaches the notion that more people are warming up to the notion of identifying as feminists. However, even if this is so, it is clear that from the results of Rain and Strong’s (2019) inquiry into the production of six hundred songs, a discrepancy was discovered in the number of women who participated in the creation of the music, with a majority of the work being undertaken by the men, thus, it can be concluded that while we as a society are aware of some of the issues that are present in our world, some of the industries which populate the community are still impervious to feminism. Moreover, religion has played a major part in stunting the promotion of feminism both within and out of the west, with the Catholic church promoting a traditional household (Middleton, 2021), and the Islamic faith throughout the Middle east still possesses strong negative beliefs towards women as the notion of an equal society in terms of gender represents a cultural affront on their way of life (Litvak, 2021). As such, when moving forward, it is clear that religion plays a major role in the attitudes towards feminism and women in general, and therefore proceeding research should focus on looking into how different denomination’s view feminism and whether the continuation of time under a more equal society has changed any previous opinions, whether negative or positive.
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