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Masks as Material Agents: Body, Society, and Politics in Everyday Life (Tentative)

Introduction (200 words)
・Why I chose this theme
During the covid-19, I was startled how the society changed significantly. Especially, people had an argument over wearing the masks. Even an incident, insulting people who do not wear masks happened in Japan. I would like to discuss how the masks influence society and human.
・Raising a question
Is the mask merely an object, or does it act as an agent that shapes human behavior, social relations, and political realities?

Theoretical Framework (400 words)
・Introduce the key theories (Gell, Latour, Barad)

Case Study: The masks (500 words)
・The bodily dimension: breathing, facial expression, voice, and identity
・The social dimension: mask as a sign of politeness, trust, or social pressure
・The political dimension: public health or individual freedom
(anti-mask movements, mask-ban legislation in North Carolina)

Discussion (700 words)
・Think how the masks connect to theories (from the point of body, society, and politics)
・Expand or critically re-examine the theory
Conclusion (200 words)
・Summary of Key Points and Future Implications
