
CHAPTER II The End of
the Dynasty

r1.1 Wu TTNGFANG oN CHrNA's
PnocRESS, 1908

In the following document, the then chinese ambassador to the united
States, wu Tingfang (1842_1922), a reform-minded professional diplomat,
discusses the policies adopted by the Qing government on the eve of the
Republican revolution. Wu had grown up in Singapore and worked as a
journalist and lawyer in Hong Kong before joining the Chinese govern-
ment. His optimistic summary of the accomplishments of the reform
movement was deliberately one-sided and made a powerful case for a
china advancing peaceably toward a new sociopolitical sysrem. There is no
sense in the document that reform was a dead letter and that other more
powerful forces were now stirring in chinese political life. Still, wu Ting-
fang was not one to be marooned by shifting political currents. When
domestic politics brought about a drastic change in wu's own professional
identity after the l9l1 Revolution, he emerged as the new republic's chief
representative in negotiations with Qing authorities for the Manchu abdi-
cation.

The tenth and final meeting of rHE CIVIC FORUM for the season of 1907-
1908 was held on the evening of May 5, in carnegie Hall. His Excellency Dr.
wu Ting-fang, chinese minister to the united States, was the speaker of the
evening. An audience of nearly 1,000 was present, and the interest was unflag-
ging. General Stewart L. woodford, formerly United States minister at the
court of Spain, presided at the meeting.
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te+ lTHe ENo oF THE DyNasryt--'-

the use of the drug in Peking and in all the provinces are cured of the habit,
and that in case any opium-smoking official should be discovered, he and his
superior for failing to report the same should be both punished. The second
commands that all the members of the diplomatic and consular corps abroad
must give up their noxious pipe at once, while those too old in age or too
inveterate in the use of the drug to do so must retire from the service. Our
people in foreign countries are also urged to exert themselves in putting an end
to the use of opium. But the more encouraging feature is the attitude of the
people towards the opium question. A few years ago, opium smoking was no
more condemned than cigars or cigarertes, and it was the fashion for giddy
youths to sleep and eat with the deadly drug. To-day, an opium smoker con-
fesses his habit with shame, and all society regards him as more or less an
outcast. And it is this healthful change in public opinion that will liberate my
country from the chain of the opium devil. At the recent closing of the opium
dens in the important cities, the students turned outen rnasse, with their flags
and banners and musical instruments, celebrating the occasion as if it were a

victory in war, and so earnest were the people in their efforts to suppress the
evil that the very keepers of the dens themselves gathered together their vile
inStruments of smoking and made a huge bonfire of them. . . .

What does this awakening of China mean to the worldl To my mind, it
means, in the first place, true and lasting peace in the Far East. The moment
China becomes strong enough after her awakening to maintain her sovereign
rights and protect herself from aggression, the Far Eastern question will have
been solved. Again, the awakening of China means the development of com,
merce, and the day is not distant when the Pacific ocean will rival the Atlantic
with the number of ships that sail on its surface. The world will then wirness
an expansion of trade never before known in its history, and this trade will also
be a safeguard in the interests of universal peace.



11.3 Zou RoNc oN RBvoLUTroN, 1903

Zou Rong (1885-1905) grew up in a well-to-do merchanr's family in
sichuan. He resisted pressures to prepare for the imperial examinations
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I206 f TuE ENo oF THE DyNesry

on this day of restoring china to her own people, we urge everyone ro step
forward and to do the best he can. As th. d.r...rd"nts of Luang-ti, we shall
regard one another as brothers and sisters and assist each other 

"r.gurdl.r, 
of

the difficulty of the circumsrances. whatever our station in society is, rich or
poor' we are all equal in our determination to safeguard th. ,..,rrity of china
as a nation and to preserve the chinese people as a race. we shal do so with
one heart and one mind. when our soldiers are willing ro sacrifice their lives
and when everyone else is sparing no effort for the attainment of our noble
goals, the revolution will succeed and the Republic of china will be established.
Let each and every one of the 400 million people do his very best.


