[bookmark: _GoBack]                In this assignment, the country that will be discussed is Bangladesh. Also, what region Bangladesh is in, how many out of education children are in the region; barriers to learning in Bangladesh; how to overcome barriers to learning; how many years compulsory education are in Bangladesh; aims and objectives of the Education policy; facts about lives of children in Bangladesh; child labour; the garment industry in Bangladesh; Sustainable Development Goals; Water Aid; United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; how Wales adopted the UNCRC; the 7 targets for a better Wales; The Education Policy for Wales; ow many children are in education in Wales; what region Wales is in regarding SDG’s; barriers to learning in Wales and charities that are helping all over different countries. 
              Bangladesh was a part of India before 1947, but India got divided into two parts, which were India and Pakistan. In 1971 India and Pakistan fought a war and ever since the war, Bangladesh was declared as an Independent Nation. (Quora, 2015). 
                  According to United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation UNESCO (2015), whilst monitoring Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), there were 8 regions grouped together by the United Nations Statistics Department (UNSD). Bangladesh is situated in Southern Asia. Over the 8 regions, there were 63 million primary age children not in Education. and of these regions, Southern Asia has the second highest number with 10 million of them not in Education. (UIS, 2018, P.7). With the adolescents, Southern Asia have the second highest number out of school, which are 18 million. Regarding the older age youths in Education, Southern Asia had the greatest number out of Education, which was 67 million and 48% of all youths in Southern Asia were out of Education. (UIS, 2018, P. 8). As stated by UNESCO (2015), the countries that are the most poverty stricken in the world are more likely to be the countries with the greatest out of school rates. (UIS, 2018, P.10).  
                   On the report of the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) (2017), they stated that 40% of all people living in Bangladesh are children, where they declared that 600,000 are not in Education. UNICEF are working in partnership with Bangladesh in order to raise the number of children registered in education. They also stated that they hoped to do this over a span of between 1 and 6 years, aiming to get over 200,000 extra children admitted into Education. 
                    The occupants living in Bangladesh are 160 million. As stated by Educate a Child (EAC, no date), the main barriers to education are poverty; extreme weather events; lack of schools in urban slums and poor infrastructure. Even though Bangladesh has exceptionally productive land and the country’s largest employers come from the agricultural division, the population is too great, and half of the families lives on less that one dollar a day. That is the reason that many inhabitants choose to travel abroad in search of work. Three quarters of the inhabitants in Bangladesh live in agricultural areas, but weather conditions can be extreme, such as flooding and cyclones, leading to earnings they have to live on being changeable due to these reasons. (EAC, no date). As poverty is such a problem, many families move to towns or cities, such as Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh. (UNICEF, 2017) 
                  Working with Building Resources Across Communities (BRAC) is Educate a Child (EAC) where they aim to break down the barriers that children face when out of education. They plan to do this by using Boat Schools for Children. They are purpose-built schools to provide education in the Haor basin flood plain. The boats are created as mobile classrooms to help the out of education children with their schooling and getting access to children that would not usually have an education. In Sylhet, which is part of the Haor basin, they have no primary schools where children attend schools outside their community. By following the BRAC education program, within 4 years the children would complete 5 grades of education and is intended to have a major impact on 13,000 out of school children (OOSC). Each boat is created and designed to last at least 20 years, but not only are BRAC using boat schools to help with the children’s education but creating single classroom urban schools to help the slums of Bangladesh also, where they focus on children from poor and deprived families. (EAC, no date). 
                  The World Bank (TWB, 2016) states that there is also a second Reaching Out-of-School Children (ROSC) Project for the children of Bangladesh. The object of this project is to improve reasonable admission to the schools and to complete the learning of primary education in some rural areas of the country. The mothers of young girls in Bangladesh are thrilled that their children are getting an opportunity to education, as there is a new school called Ananda School. Ananda means “joy.” (TWB, 2016), where they also declared that all Bangladesh children must attend twelve years of compulsory education, with 7 years in primary school and 5 years in high school. In public schools, the education is free of charge and paid for by the state. 
                 The Ministry of Education Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh created an Education Policy (2010) in which it outlines aims and objectives for their Education. In the Policy, it states that:   
this education policy will work as a basis for an education system suitable for the delivery of education which will be pro-people, easily available, uniform, universal, well planned, science oriented and of high standard according to the constitutional directives and it will also work as a strategy to counter all problems.
               With this policy, it is anticipated that the children and young people in Bangladesh will get the education needed and then will be guided towards their own cultures, values and religion, plus learn of other cultures and religions worldwide. With the correct education and support, the people of Bangladesh will get the skills and qualities that they need to make Bangladesh a better and a stronger nation. (Relief Web, 2010, page 12).
                 The Bangladesh Development Research Centre (BRDC, 2012) drew up 10 facts about the lives of the children of Bangladesh. Included in these facts are: 15 million children live in the city slum’s of Bangladesh; between 500,000 and 2 million children live as street children in Bangladesh; around 50% of under 5 year old children in Bangladesh are malnourished; approximately 110,000 children die of water borne diseases every year and 3.2 million of children were used for child labour in 2002-03. With all of these problems affecting the children of Bangladesh, people can see why they do not attend school and get their education.    
               Child labour in Bangladesh is a massive problem., according the BRDC (2012). In 1995-96, the figure of child labour was 6.6 million, that included 19.1% of the 34.4 million children between the ages of 5 and 14 years of age. By the years 2002-03, the child labour figure recorded had dropped to 3.2 million. Even though the figure was lower, the activities that the children accomplished were still dangerous to the well-being of the children. The figure given on June 21st, 2008 was around 1.3 million of children occupied in child labour with risky jobs. The children have no other option as they need to survive. With the program that the Bangladesh government have put into action, they hope to reduce the worst form of child labour. The clothes and garments that the children and adults make in Bangladesh are sold all over the world, to Europe, North America and Asia. (BBC News,2018). The shops all over the world that sell clothes from Bangladesh are, Primark in the United Kingdom, H&M in Sweden and an Italian group Benetton. (BBC News, 2018). 
                 In Bangladesh, the garment industry is critical to the lives of the people there as to some it is their only means of income. Sadly in 2013, in a factory in Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh collapsed killing more than 1,100 people, making it the worst industrial accident in the country’s history. (BBC News, 2018). This tragedy raised the questions regarding the responsibility of the big retail brands to keep the prices of their garments low, disregarding the poor safety standards and regulations regarding the factories. But if the people in Europe, North America and Asia were to stop buying clothes and garments from the people of Bangladesh, then there would be no money going to the families of the workers, meaning more poverty, more people living in the slums and more people living on the street. This could lead to the children’s education becoming even further behind and less children being taught to be literate by attending schools.
[bookmark: _Hlk6929497]                   Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are worldwide and want an end to poverty, to protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. (UNDP, 2019). These 17 goals were established after the positive result of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). MDG’s was started in 2000 to tackle the outrage of poverty, hunger, preventing deadly diseases and to expand the number of children getting primary education. The SDG’s replaced the MDG’s, and they wanted to produce a set of widespread targets that meet the urgent challenges that face the world. (UNDP, 2019).
                     Water Aid in Bangladesh has been in operation since 1986 and targets the poor, the helpless and the ostracized people. Since 1996 Water Aid Bangladesh has been listed with the Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) Affairs Bureau. (CPSDG’s, 2018). The aims are to get water into all parts of the country from hard to reach areas and slums to dry land and flood prone areas. The transformation of the lives of people in Bangladesh would be totally transformed if they get access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene. This would enable the young girls to be able to attend school and not have to walk miles in order to get water. So far Water Aid Bangladesh have helped over 12 million people across the country and currently working with other associates and districts across Bangladesh for everyone to have the cleanest, safest water and sanitation that they can get in order to survive and live life to the fullest that they are able to.    
[bookmark: _Hlk6998973]                  The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legally-binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities. There are 54 articles included in the UNCRC that state what the children’s rights should be and how governments should work together to make sure they are achievable to all children. (Save the Children, no date).  Children’s basis needs are mandatory in order for them to achieve their very best that they can. All children have basic very important rights, which include life, survival and development; protection from violence, abuse or neglect; an education that enables children to fulfil their potential; be raised by, or have a relationship with, their parents and express their opinions and be listened to. (Save the Children, no date). 194 countries have signed up to the UNCRC, with only 2 countries not signed up, which are United States of America and Somalia. 
                    Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). FGM is passed on through generations of the families and according to the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, there are over 200 million women and girls have experienced female genital mutilation in 30 countries across three continents. He also expressed that FGM is a gross violation of the human rights of women and girls. Guterres also stated that as gender equality is number five on the SDG’s and by 2030 it is hoped that it is eliminated altogether. (Dhaka Tribune, 2019).
                     By the age of 12 years, many young girls are forced into child marriage. They are expected to marry men twice their age, and because they are so young, they can miscarry numerous times, making them at risk of death from the complications of pregnancy. World Vision (2019) reported that as many as 650 million women married before the age of 18. By marrying so early in their life, World Vision (2019) remarked that they are less likely to stay in school and they will become victims of violent abuse. The girls trapped in child marriage tend to be poor and living in rural areas, where there is a lack of opportunity to go to school. Bangladesh is the 4th highest rate of child marriage with 59% of young girls being forced to marry by the time they are 18.
                   In Wales, they adopted the United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a foundation for policy making for children and young people in Wales in 2004. The UNCRC is an international agreement that protects the human rights of children under the age of 18, which was approved by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989. In 1991 the United Kingdom agreed to ensure that every child in the UK has all the rights listen in the convention. (Welsh Gov. 2016).
                    According to the Welsh Government (2018) they state that there are 7 well-being targets established to improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. These 7 targets are: a prosperous Wales; a resilient Wales; a healthier Wales; a more equal Wales; a Wales of cohesive communities; a Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language and a globally responsible Wales. These targets are incorporated in the Well being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. These targets also help the global perspective by reducing the amount of plastic that households use, and the carbon footprint can be decreased by not driving cars so much and walk more, cycle or car share.   
                    A few points have been expressed that help with the well-being of Wales which include, relative income poverty has remained steady for over a decade and is highest amongst children. There are fewer people estimated to be in material deprivation than in relative income poverty; educational attainment continues to increase, and more young people are in education, employment or training. Educational attainment is a disadvantage and only one in five people report they can speak Welsh, and this has been stable in recent years. (Welsh Gov. 2018). This report by the Welsh Government are showing the combined changes that are happening in Wales, showing that Wales is making in-roads on the way to becoming a better Wales.
                     Wales have an Education Policy, in which it states that compulsory education in Wales is 12 years, starting at 5 years of age until 16 years of age. (Dewis Cymru, 2019). When a child has their 3rd birthday, they are entitled to funded part-time education. Also, Flying Start (a Welsh Government programme) can help children aged 3 years or under have the best start in their life but is only available in certain parts of Wales. (Dewis Cymru, 2019).
                      In the years 2014-15 the number of children and young people in primary schools in Wales was 273,400. There were 1,330 schools with 12,240 full-time teachers. Also, there were 13 nursery schools with 1,076 children and 43 full-time teachers. Overall in education, there were 466,500 attending the state schools. The statistics from 2016-17 were that there were 475,889 children in Wales in education, 22,000 teachers working in Wales with 1,617 schools in Wales. (Dewis Cymru, 2019).                      
                     Kirsty Williams the Cabinet Secretary for Education has stated that it is “our      national mission is to raise standards, reduce the attainment gap and deliver an education system that is a source of national pride and confidence.” (Welsh Gov. no date). 
                      While United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation UNESCO (2015), were monitoring Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), Wales were placed in the Europe and Northern America region. In this region, the number of children out if education were low compared to other regions. With primary age children, there were 4% out of education, (the second lowest region). With lower secondary age children there were 2% out of education (joint lowest region) With upper secondary age children, the amount out of education was 8% (lowest region). (UIS, 2018, Page 8).
                      Barriers to learning in Wales include poverty; mental ill health; emotional problems and a chaotic family life. (Barnardo’s, 2012). Even though the education is free in Wales, if the child’s home life is affecting the child, then their education will be affected also. This could lead to the child not getting the education that they are entitled to, which could lead to them not getting a job. But this could be exactly what the child has seen in the household, mum and dad not working, one or both illiterate and getting money from the state. The child could then keep the cycle going and doing exactly what the parents are doing. If the cycle is not broken, it could continue to lack of education, illiteracy and poverty. 
                     There are many charities that operate in Wales, such as Save the Children; When you Wish Upon a Star; Youth Cancer trust (UK); The Leukaemia Research Appeal for Wales and The Autism Directory to name but a few. (Yell.com, 2019). These charities help children, young people and adults how to cope with their illness, whatever their destiny. In Wales, charities like Water Aid do not need to be present as there is a company called Dŵr Cymru (Welsh Water) that supports the water in Wales with all its problems, as there is clear, free running water available in Wales. But Dŵr Cymru employees have helped to raise over £1 million to support the work that Water Aid does to organise “regular school and community education and also outreach activities.” (Water Aid, no date). Everyone should be able to have clear, free running water available in their country. However, with other water companies raising money and supporting Water Aid with their projects to get water all over rural areas, then in time, clear, free running water should be accessible globally. 
                 To conclude, there are numerous countries all over the world that have countless out of education children, for many different reasons. To improve the number of children in education, the way Bangladesh are trying with boat schools and single classrooms in the rural areas is a massive step forward. Free education for all children should be a priority as not everyone can afford extra money as well as household and food bills. Child labour should be abolished as they are only young, and they should live as children should, by playing and learning not working. If garments are to be made for well off countries, then there should be a minimum wage paid and their place of work should be safe, as they need to earn a decent living wage to care and provide for their families. The charities such as Water Aid need to be supported as they are doing a fantastic job in trying to get clear, free running water for all. If all celebrities that earn millions for a film; for one football game or for one record contributed a percentage of their money to charity, then there would be millions given to help these charities. The celebrities would not miss the money, but it would be a great boost to help the poorest countries in the world. The yearly collection through Soccer Aid, Comic Relief and Children in Need are also an excellent way to collect money from the public. Each year millions and millions are collected from the public and given to the people less fortunate than others, which shows that the public think of others globally and not only themselves.  
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