Study Exercises

The problem of consciousness

Give reasons for and against reductive physicalism.

How, if at all, should we best describe the subjective feel of our own
conscious experience?

What is Nagel’s final conclusion in his article ‘What is it Like to be a
Bat?’ To answer this question, summarise in your own words what
he says about an ‘objective subjective’ understanding of
consciousness. Do you agree with him?

Can we come to understand or know what it is like to be another
creature? Provide reasons for your answer.

Is imaginative reflective important in gaining knowledge of others?



