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A Non-biased Jury: Do They Really Exist? 
In this essay, the subject covered is regarding whether a Jury system in the UK is considered unbiased through various pieces of evidence that are mentioned throughout this essay as well as giving my opinion on the statement based on evidence found. 
A jury service is a group of twelve people that have been summoned to attend a criminal trial and between the twelve individuals, must confirm the outcome of the trial (gov.uk, 2022). Many Juries are found within the Crown Court evaluating the conclusion of a serious trial, however approximately less than one percent of Juries can be found attending civil cases as they have a right to attend cases which may include the likes of defamation or being falsely imprisoned (Learn the Law, 2021). 
Candidates on a Jury, it can be pretty much anyone within a broad spectrum of people under the Juries Act 1974 which states a broad spectrum of people that can be a part of a Jury in the UK. Some of these requirements include the likes of; Being between the age of eighteen years old and seventy years old, the individual must be registered to vote in parliament or local elections as well as being a British citizen for at least five years. Alternatively, individuals are required to not be suffering with mental health issues and cannot be disqualified from a Jury service previously (Trevelyan, 2022).  
As well as mental health issues being a disqualification from being able to be part of a jury panel, there is a list of other variables that are considered before allowing someone to be a part of a Jury. It must be said that just having a criminal conviction doesn’t necessarily mean you will be ruled out from being part of a jury but convictions that can disqualify you can include the likes of; If an individual is sentenced to five or more years in prison in the United Kingdom, if the individual is dealing with an ICS sentence which tends to come under the bracket of sexual or violent offences as well as if an individual has served any amount of time in prison or on probation within the last ten years (Nidirect, 2022).  
Other factors that can impact whether an individual can be excused is if they are over the age of seventy, if they have an examination which takes place during the period of time they are needed, if said persons employer won’t give them time off work to be a part of the trial, if the individual is due an operation which will make them unable to attend as well as if you’ve just become a parent or have a holiday booked. Even with some of these variables being considered excusable reasons, the person who claims one of these as their reason will still have to attend jury service as they will be rescheduled within a year (gov.uk, 2022). 
The possibility of juries continuing to stay relevant in a rapidly changing world of technological advancements is slimming down more and more, with the opinion of people being instead of selecting a group of twelve chosen people to essentially represent different areas of the United Kingdom, the suggestion would be that maybe extending the amount of people who can take part in being part of the jury would give more of a fair representation of different areas of the UK similar to a political vote. Obvious issues with this are the more individuals involved, the harder it is to find people without a bias on the criminal trial (Arif, 2019).
Social media is such a huge part of most people's lives and for people chosen to be a part of a Jury, the assumption is that they should not have any previous coercion by social media as it can make a difference in how reliable the member of the jury is. It is not mentioned how much social media is expelled from being accessed by the jury but members of juries on cases previously, have been prosecuted for posting information on their cases. An example of this was a twenty-one-year-old man being selected for a jury on a case of a sex offender which came soon after the news of the Jimmy Savile Scandal. The reason this individual gave for posting on social media about the case he had been selected for was the fact that there had been a lot of news surrounding Jimmy Savile's case and simply wanted to latch on to some of the attention that was bringing which as a member of a jury, cannot happen (The University of Law, 2021). Television series and films also give a portrayal of the crimes that may influence a percentage of the public to feel a certain way while being a part of a jury, which leads to some jurors being unable to accept the attitude of “Innocent until proven guilty” due to some dramatized series’ (The Open University, 2022). 
The influence of celebrity star power in a court environment could be argued that the result would differ from if a celebrity wasn’t a celebrity. With juries being made up of members of the public, with their own personal beliefs and interests, celebrities in different brackets such as; Sport, Movies, Influencers and more may sway individuals of a Jury to be more likely to side with them if they follow them and are a fan of their work (Research Gate, 2010). 
After researching into the chosen statement, it would be led to believe that Juries in the United Kingdom are relatively unbiased. There are various potential issues such as whether an individual is considered a ‘Celebrity’ or if the members of the Jury take a particular attitude towards the individual in question for reasons which could range from racial difference to religious differences, etc. With social media growing every day, it would also be led to believe that it is becoming harder for Jury members to stay away from outside information or comments on a case if it is publicized which could also prevent members of a Jury from staying unbiased on a case which could result in either an individual being wrongly convicted or wrongly let off. Although there are different potential issues which could jeopardize the legitimacy of a Jury's decision, one of the main factors which would prevent the conclusion to this statement being different is the fact that there is a pre-trial assessment to make sure that members of a Jury have no bias towards making a definitive decision before the cases even starts (Morgan, 2018). 
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