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The foundation of the legal system is civil legal aid, which was created to guarantee that everyone, regardless of socioeconomic background, has equitable access to the courts. But current discussion casts doubt on its ability to accomplish this, as the Law Society (2024) points out. In the context of civil legal aid in the UK, this essay critically investigates this claim. This essay will comprehend the opportunities and difficulties associated with providing civil legal aid in the modern era through an examination of laws, policies, and empirical data. The legal aid landscape is shaped by a number of factors, including societal attitudes, legislative reforms, and funding constraints. Our aim is to shed light on the intricacies and inequalities present in the system by investigating these dynamics. 

According to the Uk Parliament (2022) Legal aid is the collective term for government funds intended to help people pay for legal counsel, representation in courts or tribunals, and family mediation. The Legal Aid Agency is responsible for overseeing the administration of legal aid in England and Wales. It's crucial to remember that criminal and civil legal aid have different qualifying requirements and that they both function independently. An overview of who is eligible for civil legal aid is given below. As stated by Uk Government (2024). For those who qualify, the Civil Legal Aid (CLA) can offer vital support for a variety of urgent problems some of which are, Support for people struggling with debt is part of this, especially when their housing situation is in jeopardy because of financial strain. In addition, CLA provides assistance to people who are experiencing housing instability and provides counselling and legal support to those who are homeless or facing eviction. In addition, CLA plays a crucial role in handling domestic abuse cases because it provides legal advice and assistance to victims navigating the difficult process of obtaining justice and protection in such horrific situations. By offering legal aid, CLA serves as an essential resource for people dealing with these difficult and frequently very private legal issues, guaranteeing some of society's most marginalised people access to justice and support. According to the Ministry Of Justice (2013) To qualify for civil legal aid, the applicant needs to meet both the income and capital eligibility criteria. The gross income test is one method used to demonstrate eligibility based on income. It sets a maximum amount that an applicant must meet in order to be denied financial aid for civil litigation. An applicant meets this upper threshold if their gross monthly income is more than £2,657. The gross income test is automatically satisfied by an applicant who receives qualifying benefits, either directly or indirectly. An applicant's eligibility for civil legal aid is determined by taking into account both their disposable income and disposable capital after they pass the gross income test. They will not be eligible for civil legal aid if their disposable income or disposable capital exceeds the applicable thresholds. The disposable income test is automatically satisfied by applicants who receive qualifying benefits, but they still need to pass the disposable capital test. It is possible to ignore additional benefits received when determining financial eligibility. Civil legal aid is generally available to applicants with monthly disposable income of no more than £733 and disposable capital of no more than £8,000, with certain immigration matters that are before the Upper or First-tier Tribunal exempt from this requirement. In these situations, eligibility is preserved if the monthly disposable income is £733 or less and the disposable capital is £3,000 or less.


The Public Law Project (2024) notes that the Legal Aid, Sentencing, and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO) took effect in April 2013, shaping the current legal aid scheme alongside its regulations. LASPO notably restricted the scope of legal aid by excluding numerous areas of civil law. It introduced key changes such as implementing a mandatory telephone gateway for accessing legal advice in discrimination, education, and debt matters. Moreover, LASPO enforced stricter financial eligibility criteria for legal aid and introduced the Exceptional Case Funding (ECF) scheme, acting as a safety net for individuals whose cases no longer qualify for legal aid but whose rights under Convention or EU law are jeopardized without funding. In the broader context of efforts to reduce the national deficit, LASPO was introduced due to mounting pressure on the legal aid budget. According to the Ministry of Justice (2011) One of the primary goals outlined by the Ministry of Justice was to tackle the perceived misuse of public funds on unnecessary and adversarial litigation. LASPO sought to curb such wasteful spending by introducing measures to scrutinize and prioritize legal aid allocation, ensuring that resources were directed towards cases with the greatest need and societal impact. By reining in excessive litigation and fostering a more streamlined approach to legal aid distribution, LASPO aimed to optimize the utilization of public funds, fostering accountability and responsible stewardship of taxpayer money.
 
According to The Law Society (2024) there are disadvantages of the Legal aid, Sentencing and punishment of Offenders act 2012 some of which being Since 2013, thousands of lawyers around the country have been forced to close their legal aid departments, leaving millions of people without access to local providers. The number of law centres and advice organisations managing legal aid cases fell by 59% in comparison to 2012. As a result, large advice deserts developed areas in which people who are eligible for legal aid can no longer obtain it Aswell as this the decline in professional legal advice services could result in many individuals not receiving the fair outcomes they deserve. Since April 2022, there has been a 21% decrease in the number of welfare providers available. One of the positives we can see is stated by The Ministry of justice (2019) LASO act 2012 decreased civil litigation expenses without sacrificing reasonably priced access to justice.
As for reforms a comprehensive overhaul of the civil legal aid system is mandated by the UK Parliament Committees (2024). The Committee contends that providing early legal guidance can improve the effectiveness with which the courts run. In order to facilitate the provision of necessary services to eligible individuals, it is necessary to streamline the legal aid system Aswell as this  the Law Society (2023), are urging Alex Chalk KC, the justice secretary, to make an immediate investment of £11.3 million to prevent legal aid from going away entirely at a time when millions of people are grappling with debt, housing expenses, and the crisis of rising living expenses. The Uk Government (2024) has implemented legal aid reforms aimed at improving access to justice. These reforms include expediting the Means Test Review process to reduce bureaucracy, ensuring that certain compensation payments no longer automatically disqualify victims of miscarriages of justice from receiving legal aid, and enhancing access for vulnerable groups, such as victims of domestic abuse. These measures aim to streamline processes, remove barriers, and prioritize support for those in need, ultimately working towards a more equitable and accessible legal aid system.

[bookmark: _Int_rpy29zZQ]In summary, there is reason for serious concern regarding the Law Society's (2024) claim that civil legal aid has deteriorated and isn't meeting its main goal of providing access to justice. This claim deserves careful investigation. Notwithstanding the commendable objectives underlying the provision of civil legal aid, several obstacles have surfaced in its implementation within the United Kingdom. LASPO's impact on access to justice has been controversial, despite its stated goals of reducing costs and giving priority to legal aid for the most vulnerable. Concerns concerning the equity and efficacy of the current system are raised by the fall in the availability of professional legal advice services and the reduction in welfare providers since its implementation. Considering the advancements, it is clear that even though civil legal aid is an essential tool for underprivileged groups, there are still a lot of challenges in its current implementation. Through a critical analysis of these obstacles and a push for significant changes, interested parties can strive towards a legal aid system that fulfils its promise of providing access to justice for everyone, regardless of financial situation.
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