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Task 4A

Social workers often support children at risk of harm or abuse. Accordingly, professionals have a duty to respond promptly and effectively to protect children from any form of abuse. Fulfilling this responsibility requires a thorough understanding of the legislation that underpins safeguarding practice, along with the national, local and organisational policies that guide its implementation.
Safeguarding children in Wales is shaped by a combination of legal frameworks and guidance that work together to protect children from any significant harm. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines a “child at risk” as one experiencing or likely to experience abuse or neglect and who has care and support needs. The Act places a legal duty on professionals to report any safeguarding concerns to the police or local authority, promoting early and effective intervention. This process requires the application of professional judgement to assess risk, determine appropriate intervention, and ensure that the child’s well-being remains central to all decisions (Welsh Government, 2014). Effective safeguarding also relies on analytical assessment, enabling practitioners to deliver timely, evidence-based interventions aligned with each child’s needs.
When harm is suspected, Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 is initiated. It gives local authorities the legal power to undertake child protection investigations and take appropriate measures to safeguard the child, including initiating child protection plan or pursuing legal proceedings where necessary (HM Government, 1989). To ensure consistent application of legal procedures, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government, 2019) offer clear guidance for professionals handling safeguarding concerns. They outline how to respond, assess, hold strategy meetings, and coordinate. These pillars form a comprehensive safeguarding system: the Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines the statutory duties and key definitions; Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 provides the power to investigate; and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 set out the safeguarding process to be followed (Welsh Government, 2019; HM Government, 1989).  
The 2014 Act outlines statutory duties, with Section 47 granting investigative powers to local authorities. The 2019 Procedures guide practitioners through safeguarding steps, ensuring timely and coordinated support for children at risk (Welsh Government, 2019). Statutory guidance like Working Together to Safeguard Children plays a key role in promoting multi-agency collaboration, encouraging professionals to work collaboratively with individuals, their carers, and other agencies (Welsh Government, 2016). These legislative frameworks are designed to place the child at the centre of safeguarding practice. However, despite these frameworks, many children still face serious risks: nearly 2,000 entered care by March 2024, with 54.4% due to abuse or neglect (Welsh Government, 2024).
Safeguarding children in Wales is a shared responsibility and core duty for all professionals and organisations. It involves protecting children from harm and promoting well-being through both policy and ethical practice. The Code of Professional Practice emphasises the importance of building trust, communicating effectively, and engaging with children in ways that respect their voice and rights (Social Care Wales, 2017). Alongside national and local frameworks, international legislation is vital to safeguarding. The UNCRC affirms every child’s right to protection, participation, and provision (United Nations, 1989). The Human Rights Act 1998 protects against harm, while the Equality Act 2010 guards against discrimination. Together, these laws form a strong foundation for safeguarding practice, ensuring children’s rights and safety are upheld across Wales (UK Government, 1998; UK Government, 2010).
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Task 4 B

Safeguarding in Wales is covered by a combined framework under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. However, this safeguarding approach varies significantly between adults and children due to their separate legal frameworks, support needs, and areas of concern. Both groups are safeguarded under Part 7 of the Act, which emphasises the duties of professionals to report concerns, initiate enquiries, and work collaboratively with other agencies (Welsh Government, 2014). In addition, the Children Act 1989 is considered one of the cornerstones of child protection, particularly in cases involving significant harm, care proceedings, and parental responsibility (Law Wales, 2024; NSPCC, 2023).
One of the key distinctions between adult and child safeguarding is the concept of capacity and autonomy, which represents a central point of difference. Adults are presumed to have capacity and the right to make unwise decisions unless proven otherwise, as outlined in the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (UK Government, 2005). In practice, this means that safeguarding adults requires a careful balance between protection and self-determination (SCIE, 2022). For example, some individuals may misuse substances and expose themselves to various risks. However, if they are assessed as having capacity, the ability of professionals to intervene is limited without their formal consent. We must respect their choices and personal privacy, which can make maintaining safety while promoting autonomy sometimes a significant dilemma (Care Inspectorate Wales, 2021; Social Care Wales, 2017). 
Children are generally more vulnerable and dependent than adults due to their physical, emotional, and developmental needs. They rely on adults for care and protection and often lack the capacity to make informed decisions or advocate for themselves. However, some under sixteen may be deemed Gillick competent, meaning they can make decisions about medical treatment, contraception, or mental health support (Department of Health and Social Care, 1985). Still, safeguarding thresholds require intervention regardless of competence when a child faces significant harm, including abuse, exploitation, trafficking, forced marriage, radicalisation, or online grooming. In such cases, professionals have a legal and ethical duty to act in the child’s best interests. These factors reinforce that the child’s welfare must remain paramount in all safeguarding decisions, as outlined in the Children Act 1989 (Law Wales, 2024).
Safeguarding adults and children in Wales are underpinned by shared principles, including multi-agency working, person-centred practice, and timely, effective intervention. For adults, the safeguarding procedures prioritise involvement, consent, and recognising the individual's autonomy. In contrast, child safeguarding focuses on protection, risk assessment, and meeting legal thresholds for statutory intervention, reflecting the vulnerability and dependency of children (Safeguarding Wales, 2025).
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